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THE NATIONAL ERA. 


On Tuesday evening last a great National Meet¬ 
ing was held in the large saloon of the Odd Fel¬ 
lows’ Hall. The meeting was graced by the pres¬ 
ence of many ladies, and at on early hour the room 
was filled to its utmost capacity. In addition to 
the distinguished gentlemen mentioned below as 
taking part in the proceedings, a large number of 
Senators, members of the House of Representa¬ 
tives, Judges of the Supreme Court, and others 
high in official stations, were present, to manifest 
their deep sympathy for those on whose behalf the 
meeting was assembled. 

At half past Beven o’clock the Mayor of the city 
called the meeting to order, under the following 
organization: 

Hon. George M. Dallas, Vice President of the 
United States. 

VICE PRESIDENTS. 

Hon. John Fairfield, Senator from Maine. 

Hon. C. G. Atherton, Senator from N. H. 

Hon. Solomon Foot, Representative from Vt. 
Hon. R. C. Winthrop, Representative from Ms. 
Hon. A. C. Greene, Senator from R. I. 

Hon. James Dixon, Representative from Conn. 
Hon. D. S. Dickinson, Senator from N. Y. 

Hon. Win. Wright, Representative from N. J. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Senator from Pa. 

Hon. John M. Clayton. Senator from Del. 

Hon. James A. Pearce, Senator from Md. 

Hon. Jas. McDowell, Representative from Va. 
Hon. Willie P. Mangum, Senator from N. C. 
Hon. John C. Calhoun, Senator from S. C. 

Hon. T. Butler King, Representative from Ga. 
Hon. E. A. Dargan, Representative from Ala. 
Hon. J. W. Chalmers, Senator from Miss. 

Hon. Emile-La Sere, Representative from La. 
Hon. William Allen, Senator from Ohio. 

Hon. J. J. Crittendon, Senator from Ky. 

Hon. A. Johnson, Representative from Tenn. 

Hon. Jesse D. Bright, Senator from la. 

Hon. John Wentworth, Representative from Ill. 
Hon. D. R. Atchison, Senator from Mo. 

Hon. Chester Ashley, Senator from Ark. 

Hon. Lewis Cass, Senator from Mich. 

Hon. J. D. Westcott, Senator from Fa. 

Hon. Samuel Houston. Senator from Texas. 

Hon. S. Leffler, Representative from Iowa. 

Hon. M. L. Martin, Delegate from Wisconsin. 
Hon. W. W. Seaton, Distriot of Columbia. 

SECRETARIES. 

Joseph Gales, Esq. Thomas Ritchie, Esq. 
Erastus Brooks, Esq. W. E. Robinson, Esq. 

J. A. Houston,, Esq. G. A. Dwight, Esq. 
Nathan Sargent, Esq. G. Bailey, jun.. Esq. 

E. Harriman, Esq. James Morss, Esq. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS, ADDRESSES, ETC. 

Hon. George Ashmun, of Massachusetts. 

Hon. Washington Hunt, of New York. 

Hon. J. J. Faran, of Ohio. 

Hon. Isaac E. Holmes, of South Carolina. 

Hon. J. B. Bowlin, of Missouri. 

Hon. J. R. Ingersoll, of Pennsylvania. 

Hon. W. W. Seaton, of Washington. 

Rev. Orville Dewey, D. D., Washington. 

B. B. French, Clerk House of Representatives. 
D. A. Hall, Esq., of Washington. 

Jacob Bigelow, Esq., of Washington. 

The meeting being duly organized; the Presi¬ 
dent, in'll few introductory remarks, expressed hie 
deep sympathy for the suffering poor of Ireland. 
He rejoiced to see so many personspresent to re¬ 
spond to the call which had been made for a meet¬ 
ing to express national sympathy for the sufferings 
of a people upon whom a great calamity had fallen. 
Having concluded his remarks— 

Hon. George Ashmun, chairman of the Com- i 
mittee on Resolutions, called upon Mr. Webster 
to report a series of resolutions which had been 
adopted by the committee. 

The Hon. Daniel Webster, Senator in Con¬ 
gress from the State of Massachusetts, then rose 
and said: 

I take great pleasure, Mr. President, in comply¬ 
ing with the request of the committee, as express¬ 
ed by my honorable friend, (Mr. Ashmun,) its 
chairman, and have prepared a few brief resolu¬ 
tions, which I will submit to the meeting. 

The occasion is quite a new one. A famine, 
bringing want and distress on a great portion of a 
whole people, is unprecedented in Christendom in 
this age. The calamities of Ireland have been 
heard and read throughout the country, and have 
touched all American hearts. New improvements 
in communication have brought nations into near¬ 
er neighborhood with each other, and we hear the 
cries of suffering Ireland almost as fresh and as 
strong as if they had come from a part of our own 
country. In this land of abundance we know 
nothing, by our own experience, of famine; and 
can hardly conceive of people dying, in families 
and by groups, through mere want of food. No 
heart can be so hard as not to melt at the details, 
apparently authentic, of the shocking distress ex¬ 
isting in some parts of Ireland. It is a fit time for 
the activity and exertion of a national oharity, and 
the flying moment should not be lost. While the 
ministrations of mercy are as beneficent as those 
of angels, let us render them, as far as we oan, i 
swift also in carrying relief and consolation. Oi 
object, is not ostentation .or parade. It is not 
utter the sounds of empty brass or of tinkling 
cymbals, but to do a deed of effectual charity, and 
to do it promptly, that the injects of our compas- 

-u„„ r tidings of kii^nessand of relief 

cean before de^th shall terminate 


gress of the contributions, and the amoupts trans¬ 
mitted to Ireland. 

Resolved, That the Mayor of Washington; the 
Hon. Edward A. Hannegan, of the Senate of the 
United States ; the Hon. Hugh White and Wm. 
W. Woodworth, of the House of Representatives 
of the United States; W. W. Corcoran, Thomas 
Carbery, R. C. Weightman, William Gunton, 
William A. Bradley, B. B. French, W. E. Robin¬ 
son, Gregory Ennis, and G. Bailey, jun., Esqrs.j of 
the city of Washington, he a committee to receive 
contributions from the inhabitants of Washington 
and persons now resident therein. 

Hon. Edward Curtis, of New York, offered the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Mayor of Boston, the Hon. 
Marcus Morton, collector of the port of Boston, 
and the Hon. Abbott Lawrence, be requested to 
act as a General Committee for Boston and New 
England generally, to receive and forward contri¬ 
butions to Ireland. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Slicer, the Mayor 
of Baltimore, Gen. Marriott, collector of customs 
for the port of Baltimore, and Hugh Jenkins, Esq., 
recommended as a similar committee for that 


city. 

On motion of Mr. Sargent, the Mayor and Col¬ 
lector of Philadelphia were recommended aB a 
similar committee for that city. 

Mr. Fitnam suggested that a similar committee 
be reoommended for the city of Charleston, but no 
names were mentioned. 

Rev. Orville Dewey, D. D., from the commit¬ 
tee appointed to prepare an address, reported the 
following: 

Address to the Public from a Meeting in the City of 
Washington for the Relief of Ireland. 

Fellow-citizens : An awful crisis has arrived 

Ireland. That which the failure of the crops 
In that country has for some time led us to appre¬ 
hend is no longer a matter of prophecy or conjec¬ 
ture; it is terrible reality. The hand of Famine 
is already sweeping down hundreds in Ireland, 
and, if not arrested, threatens wider destruction. 
The Worst is not yet oome. Nine months must 
pass over that country before another crop cap 
come to its relief. Ireland is but just entering 
upon her sufferings. Only the first cries of her 
distress are as yet heard, unless charity from with¬ 
out shall interpose for her rescue. 

It is really a case for the sympathy of nations— 
for the sympathy of the whole Christian world. 
The calamity is the calamity of a nation. Private 
charity may relieve private needs; but, from that 
gulf of horrors which famine is opening in Ire¬ 
land, only national bounty can avail to bring de¬ 
liverance. But from whence shall it come ? Un¬ 
paralleled distress in France, from flood and fam¬ 
ine, engage the attention of her people. The north 
of Europe is suffering extensively from the failure 
of the potato crop. In Scotland are destitute thou¬ 
sands to be provided for. England, with her own 
immense burdenB of taxation for the poor, is yet 
doing what she can! but still, with all that her 
Government and people can do, in her ill-iated 
sister island, victims, by fifties in a week, are drop¬ 
ping into the jaws of famine. Let America come 
to her rescue. We owe her much. Her strong 
arm, now paralyzed and broken, has helped to build 
up our strength and advance our national growth, 
culture, and comfort. She is a part of our father- 
land. tier children are with us and of us. They 
are our brethren that cry to us for help. Let 
America hear and help. Let us not fail of the op¬ 
portunity to bind together these kindred nations 
in now and holier bonds of sympathy. 

Let a generous people, we say, comi 
cue! And rescue from what ? Scarcely, amidst 
our abundance, can we conceive what it is; for it 
is starvation; it is pining to death with hunger, 
from which thousands in Ireland implore us to de¬ 
liver them. It is a fate more horrible than any 
that ever came by flood or fire^ by war or pesti¬ 
lence. Who would not rather have perished in 
the army of Napoleon amidst the snows of Russia, 
— have sunk in Scio beneath the soimetar of the 


sion may hear 
from across the 
their sufferings. 

Mr. President, 1 propose to tlx, meeting these 
resolutions: . 

I. That the famine now existing n. Ireland 
extensive, and is attended in manjplaces with 
snob, appalling scenes of distress, as ft present a 
proper case for national sympathy and parity. 

II. That the enlightened and improve!, sp i r it of 
the age, the dictates of humanity, and th^mbor- 
ityofour holy religion, all suggest to thfcpeople 
of the United States that such unexampled Wm- 
ity and suffering ought to overcome in theirrWa 
all considerations of distance, foreign birth w[ 
residence, and difference of national characf^. 
and that it is enough that they are men, wome. 
and children, and as such belong to our own n 
tellectual human nature. 


Turk? It is the tragedy of Ugolino, passing not 
in one solitary prison, but in thousands of human 
habitations. 

The accounts that are coming from Ireland con¬ 
firm these representations, and, indeed, surpass all 
that can be said in any general representation. 
In the province of Connaught “ there were forty- 
seven deaths by starvation in one week.” In the 
towns of Skibbereen, Ballydeliah, Scull, Castle- 
haven, Castletown, and other places, ten or fifteen 
funerals a day are common, and collections are 
made in the churches to provide coffins for the 
destitute. A letter from the county of Mayo says: 
“The scenes described are as horrible as any re¬ 
lated of beleaguered cities. Men are not unfre- 
quently, it is stated, found dead in the ditches by 
the way-side. Some are so changed as not to be 
recognised by their friends; their looks wolfish 
and glaring as madmen; without clothes or food 
of any kind, they roam about in search of food till 
death seals their misery.” 

The Cork Examiner contains a letter signed N. 
M. Cummins, J. P., Ann-mount, Cork, addressed 
' the Duke of Wellington. Here is an extract: 

[ went on the 15th instant to Skibbereen, and, 

give the instanoe of one townland which I visit- 
. 1 as an example of the state of the entire coast 
district, I shall state simply what I saw there. It is 
situated on the eastern side of Castlehaven harbor, 
and is named South Reen, in the parish of My- 
ross. Being aware that I should have to witness 
scenes of frightful hunger, I provided myself with 
as much bread as five men could carry, and, on 
reaching the spot, I was surprised to find the 
wretched hamlet apparently deserted. I entered 
some of the hovels to ascertain the cause, and the 
scenes that presented themselves were such as no 
tongue on pen can convey the slightest idea of. In 
the first, six famished and ghastly skeletons, to all 
appearance dead, were huddled in a corner on 
some filthy straw, their sole covering what seemed 
a ragged horse-cloth. I approached in horror, and 
found, by a low moaning, they were alive; they 
were in fever—four children, a woman, and what 
had once been a man. It is impossible to go through 
the detail; suffice it to say, that in a few minutes 
I was surrounded by at least two hundred of such 
phantoms, such frightful spectres as no words can 
describe. By far the greater number were deliri¬ 
ous, either from famine or from fever. Their de¬ 
moniac yells are still in my ears, and their horri¬ 
ble images are fixed upon my brain.” 

There is an affecting letter from the women at 
Dummanway, in the county of Cork, addressed 
to the “ Ladies of America,” and we are sure that 
their appeal will uot. be in vain. “ Oh! that our 
American sisters,” they say, “ could see the la¬ 
borers on our roads, able-bodied men, scarcely 
clad, famishing with hunger, with despair on their 
once cheerful faces, staggering at their work, yet 
striving to earn the meal which is to keep life in 
them to earn another; too probably having tasted 
no food since the day before—oh! that they could 
see the fever and famine stricken family, huddled 


know that it will involve considerable care and ! 
expense. For the necessary care we trust to their 
humanity and the sense they will doubtless enter¬ 
tain of the greatness of the occasion. For de¬ 
fraying the expenses, we feel that we may pledge 
the whole country. Our churches, benevolent men 
of wealth, all men, will contribute to a oharity 
like this. 

The course of proceeding, then, is very simple. 
There must be hundreds, nay, thousands, of farm¬ 
ers and other persons throughout the land, who 
have some bushels of wheat or corn, or barrels of 
flour or meat, which, from their full stores, they 
are ready to give to this great charity. The people 
are ready to do this. The counties of Muskingum 
and Jefferson, in Ohio, have already made a move¬ 
ment of this kind, and the farmers of Indiana, some 
time ago, sent a deputation to Cincinnati, to see if 
something of this nature could not be done. Let 
these contributions, then, as well as those of money, 
be forwarded to the respective committees in the 
seaport towns, by them to be shipped without de¬ 
lay to Ireland. Thus .is opened a way for the 
charities of a great nation to flow, in blessed 
streams, to a sister nation in need and in distress. 

But, friends and countrymen, we must not de¬ 
lay. The death-shrieks come louder and louder 
from that unhappy shore. Hundreds, thousands, 
may die before our aid can reach them. Instant 
action may save other hundreds, other thousands. 
Words are mockery here; we are ashamed to mul¬ 
tiply them. Instant action is the word that we 
must speak to Ireland. “ Mother,” said a child 
dying of starvation, as one of the letters reports, 

“ Mother, give me three grains of cornJ” _ That 
is what famishing Ireland says to us: “Give me 
something from your loaded granaries; give quick¬ 
ly, or I dieand she will not, like that dying 
child, say it in vain. 

The resolutions and addresses being submitted, 
were adopted by acclamation. 

Hon. William B. Maclav, Representative in 
Congress from the city of New York, being called 
on by the President, said : 

Although laboring under great bodily indispo¬ 
sition, he had not felt at liberty to decline the re¬ 
quest of the committee of arrangements to address 
a few words to the meeting. The very appropri¬ 
ate and eloquent remarks of the distinguished gen¬ 
tleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Webster,) the 
report which had just been read by the Rev. Dr. 
Dewey, of New York, as well as the nature of the 
occasion itself, superseded the necessity of saying 
more. The evil which it was the object of the 
meeting to devise wise, and, he trusted, compre¬ 
hensive measures to alleviate, had been fully stat¬ 
ed in the report. Alas! no elaborate statement, 
no painful enumeration of details, were needed to 
describe it. It was summed up in the fearful an¬ 
nouncement, which had struck terror to many a 
heart in this country, that a civilized and Christian 
nation, eight months removed from the time of its 
harvest, was, at the very moment he was speaking, 
suffering the fearful pangs and horrors of famine. 
It was not for him to indulge in any idle specula¬ 
tion, whether the evil was political or social, or in 
what it had its origin. It was enough for him, for 
them, for every right-minded, man in the country, 
to know that, it exists. It was true, an ocean rolled 
its billows between ns and the objects of this suf¬ 
fering ; but, as not all its waters could wash away 
the obligation under which we rested to that un¬ 
happy island, so neither ought this barrier to di¬ 
minish our sympaties, or induce us to abate one 
jot or tittle of our active exertions to remove dis¬ 
tresses so appaling. He was glad that, in depicting 
these distresses, the report had alluded also to 
these obligations. Never let it be said in the fu¬ 
ture, by the historian who shall narrate the his¬ 
tory of these times, that America was indifferent 
to the present sufferings of Ireland. W e owed her 
a deep debt of gratitude. We could rightly ap¬ 
preciate how much of our prosperity was attribut¬ 
able to the number of her sons who have crossed 
the Atlantic with their, wives, and children, and 
household gods; Imre held t»j> an ©Kamp]a, imi¬ 
tated by other nations; have built our cities, cul¬ 
tivated our waste domain, and become happily 
blended and incorporated into the great American 
family. Why, in point of capital, (taking that 
word in its broadest sense;) in point of commerce, 
interior and foreign ; in point of the facilities for 
employing that commerce to the best advantage ; 
in point of agriculture, and the subjugation of the 
soil to the rule of the husbandman, of peopling the 
deserted wastes of nature with crowds of cultivated 
life; in point, finally, of the increased population, 
wealth, and resources, of these United States, we 
are indebted to no other cause, to the same extent, 
as to that of emigration, encouraged at even? pe¬ 
riod by the enlightened policy of our Government, 
and so large a portion of which has proceeded from 
Ireland. He said he was an American citizen, not 
by adoption; he was born among the constituency 
who had sent him to this city to represent their 
wishes and interests. He could not forget that he 
never passed through the great thoroughfare of 
his native city without his eye resting upon the 
monuments which public gratitude had erected to 
commemorate the services and to perpetuate to dis¬ 
tant times the virtues of an Emmet and a Mont- 




lii That taking into consideration the necessi¬ 
ty of prompt as well as general action, m order to 
nroduce a beneficial result, and that in this city 
are assembled, at the present moment, many per¬ 
sons from all parts of the country, it lias appeared 
fit that measures for a general national movement 
in favor of the suffering poor of Ireland should 

commence here: Therefore, 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the 
people of the United.States a general contribution 
in money or provisions, the proceeds to be for¬ 
warded, with all practicable dispatch, to the scene 

° f tooSf That his honor the Mayor of New I not stocks to y Btcn to guch^recitals un- 

York the kon. Moses H. Grinncll. of the city of moved. We Vll in a land of abundance, and 
New’York, and the Hon. Cornelius W. Lawrence, arc not wantn in a foeling 0 f liberality, we 

.»**•"• Ro-onnp»t«I I trust, in some aG Lq ancc bounties of Di- 

’he corn in our Valleys 
hills, shall not heap up 
nor cry shame upon 
Iness of heart. Our 
merit than the misery 
t fault; and as we either 
word of Christ, we 
by on the otht 


together on their bundle of damp st 


they could see the dead father, mother, 
lying coffinless, and hear the screams of the 
'ora around them, caused not by sorrow, but 
fly “q agony of hunger, they whose hands and 
heartsL c CTOr 0 p en t 0 compassion would unite in 
one m*|ty effort to save Ireland from such 


to dwell K„ er U p 0n scenes like these, in order 
awaken compassion of our people. We are 


collector of customs of the said city, be requested 
to act as a General Committee to receive contri¬ 
butions, and to forward the same to such ports and 
places in Ireland, and place them in such hands 
for distribution, as they in their discretion may 
think advisable. . -- 

Resolved, That his honor the Mayor of New 
Orleans, the Collector of Customs, Sam’l J. Peters, 
and John Hagan, Esqrs., be requested also, as a 
General Committee, to receive such contributions 
as may be more conveniently forwarded to that city, 
and to forward the same to such ports and places 
in Ireland, and place them in such hands for dis¬ 
tribution, as they in their discretion may think 
advisable. , . , , 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the inhab¬ 
itants of all the cities, towns, and villages, in the 
United States, immediately to appoint committees 
to receive contributions and make collections, 
be forwarded to the General Committees in N( 
York and New Orleans; and that the amount of 
all contributions be transmitted by the said Gen¬ 
eral Committees, in flour, Indian corn or meal, and 
other provisions, as the said committees may 
deem expedient. . 

Resolved, That the General Committees be re¬ 
quested to make public, from time to time, the pro- 
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daily meal till we had d^9“Wth him. 
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These were claims, inappreciable, he knew, to 
some minds; but they were nevertheless claims, 
and strong ones, upon us. If it were possible there 
were any present uninfluenced by considerations 
like these, he would appeal to their humanity, since 
he could not awaken their gratitude. Had they 
read the accounts of suffering brought by the last 
steamer ? Great God! think of thousands and thou¬ 
sands of starving men, willing, ay anxious (horn 
anxious he hoped we might never know) to labor 
for their bread, yet without the employment which 
could yield it to them—without the means of es¬ 
caping from the misery that surrounded them, and 
with the melancholy consciousness that it must 
sooner or later cngulph them! Think of whole 
families perishing of hunger ! Think of manhood 
withered, struck down in its prime! Did they 
love their own offspring ? The heart of the poorest 
peasant, in the meanest clay cabin in Ireland, beat 
as warmly towards his. Think, oh! think of the 
“ mothers who, with eyes unwet,” glare o’er their 
perishing children. 

If we can do any thing to relieve these horrors, 
we cannot, without guilt, pass by upon the other 
side. The same Being who, in His mysterious 
allotments, had apportioned misery and destitution 
to them, and happiness and plenty to us, had ac¬ 
companied it on our part with the consciousness of 
what is our duty. 

He did not believe there was one in that meet- 
__g, no, if he could swell his voice until it pierced 
the ear of every man in this land, he did not be¬ 
lieve there would be one so base as to shut himself 
in hi3 own dwelling, in his own selfishness, while 
he knew that his neighbor was perishing for lack 
of food. God had made the suffering men and 
women and children of Ireland our neighbors. 
Act worthy of the relation. Let a voice go out from 
this hall to-night with power to awaken the sym¬ 
pathies of the whole nation. 

Some time ago, Mr. M. said that his father had 
occasion to visit Ireland. One of the acquaintances, 
a respectable clergyman, he had then made, had 
addressed him a letter, which was contained in the 
paper he held in his hand, and which he had just 
received. The meeting would pardon him for 
reading an extract: 

CoOLAJSY, NEAR SlIGO, IRELAND, 

December 11, 1846. 

* * * * “I shall be understood when I say 
that some of my brethren, the people to whom I 
minister, and their children, are on the eveof star¬ 
vation ! One of them, a man who is both intelli¬ 
gent and respectable, and who ‘to beg would be 
ashamed,’ came to tell me, yesterday, that, in the 
course of last month, his head was oft en dizzy from 
hunger, and that his children had to fast some 
days at a time.” 

Let the meeting indulge him with one word of 
comment. If intelligent and respectable mi 
“ who to beg would be ashamed,” are reduced . 
this extremity, what must be the condition of those 
who subsist upon alms, who to beg are not ashamed, 
since no other resource is left them? 

Another extract addressed itself to us. It says: 

“ Hapless people that we are, whither shall we 
turn? American brethren, we turn to you, with 
confident expectations. True, we are widely sep¬ 
arated from you—the broad Atlantic rolls between 
us—but that cannot dissolve our Christian broth¬ 
erhood, so as to nullify our claims or to annihilate 
your obligations. The Kingdom of our Lord ii 
one. He is the head—his people, of whatever name 
or country, are members of his body. * * * 

I would say, in conclusion, that I have writton 
this by the earnest request of the needy brethren, 
and in their name. I would say to the Baptists of 
America: Brethren, as God has blessed you with 
both flour and money, send us a small share. W e 
need it, we crave it. We are besieged by fami - ” 

While this is the wretched state of Ireland, 


The basin of the Mississippi contains 1,015,000 
square geographical miles, and it is declared, by 
a writer upon population, that, if peopled in the 
same proportion as the British isles, it would have 
three hundred and fifty pillions of inhabitants. 
Let the rich products with which this noble extent 
of surface teems-be wafted swiftly across-the At¬ 
lantic. Let us show to the World that our charity 
as well as our liberty abounds So shall we ap¬ 
prove ourselves to our own(consciences, the bless’ 
ings of many who are readf to perish shall come 
upon us, and the hearts of liousands shall leap for 
joy at the very name of America. 

Hon. Robert Dale Owen, Representative, in ■ 
Congress from the State of/Indiana, followed, and 
said: 

Mr. President: Even on jhe invitation of the 
committee, to lend my aid in so good a cause, I 
scruple to say a single word on a subject and an 
occasion like this. 

If I speak to those who have not r§ad the heart¬ 
rending details that make up the present history 
of the people of Ireland, what words of mine could 
replace that simple narrative ? If to those who 
have heard, even what was contained in the ad¬ 
dress which was this evening read to the meeting, 
what eloquence, if eloquence I liad, could add even 
a feather’s weight to the power of its dreadful rev¬ 
elations ? There was one expression in that ad¬ 
dress which struck upon my Mart as it was read. 
Contributions are now made :n Ireland for the 
dead, not for the living. “ The collections,” such, 

I believe, were the words usei, “ are to provide 
coffins for the destitute!” Elsewhere, in other 
countries, where Hope yet surrives, Charity fur¬ 
nishes bread, clothing, comforts, for those who sur¬ 
vive. Coffins for the destitute are now provided 
in Ireland! A commentary hov terrible on the 
work of hunger and of death! 

Perhaps it may not be wholly useless to say a 
few words in reply to the current objections east 
forth by the unthinking; for, cen to an object so 
eminently humane, so holy as this, objections will 
be made. 

Charity begins at home. That is the most com¬ 
mon form of discouragement. Charity begins at 
homo! There is truth in the axiom, cold as its 
spirit is. If, at our doors, in the streets of this 
city, men were dying for lack of food, our duty 
would he first to relieve them, before we extended 
our relief to a distant nation. If, instead of the 
plenty and comfort that, with few exceptions, are 
found throughout our favored country, cold, and 
■famine, and misery, were doing their fatal work, 
it would be even wrong to pass by these our per¬ 
ishing countrymen to help strangers. Charity, 
then, begins at home; but should it end there? 

If these Irish were only our neighbors, ah! then 
it might be our duty—such is the admission of the 
captious and the indifferent—to give them aid. 
Our neighbors? Who was the neighbor of him 
who fell among thieves? Was it not the man 
whose heart felt pity for Ms miserable condition, 
who tended his wounds, who ministered to his ne¬ 
cessities? We shall be, in the best sense of the 
term, the neighbors of the Irish, if, now in the ( 
tremity of their distress, we succor and reli< 

The matter of neighborship, too, changes its 
character from day to day. It is but three days I 
since Mr. Morse, the inventor of the telegraph, 
informed me that a gentleman, having the com¬ 
mand of large capital, called upon him to ascertain 
on what conditions a company could obtain from 
him the right to construct a telegraph across the 
continent to Oregon. Railroads and telegraphs are 
bringing nations that were far apart as it were 
together. And as it is in .the physical, bo should 
it be in the moral world. Advancing civilization 
should approach men’s hearts to each other. 

There is another objection sometimes urged, 
namely, that tMs relief is hut temporary; that it 
reaches not the sources of the evil; and that the 
famine which may be relieved by our effort? to¬ 
day may return the next week or the next month 
with undiminished force. That is true. Some 
grsat change, political and social, can alone pre¬ 
vent the recurrence of the calamities that now 
prostrate Ireland. That change is of importance 
far greater than any relief for the hour or the day. 
But are we, therefore, absolved from obligation to 
minister to her wants ? On the bed of sickness, 
of hopeless sickness, do we neglect to alleviate 
those sufferings which we feel we can never cure ? 
The duty to do something towards the relief of 
i much misery would be felt, I am sure, by every 
._ie not absolutely callous to every human impres¬ 
sion, if the scenes which we know are now passing 
in Ireland were enacted before our eyes. If we 
could see hunger doing its fearful work, if we 
could hear the cry of famine, the wail of perishing 
despair, it would not be in human nature—cer¬ 
tainly it could not be in the nature of any man 
who has had in his heart humanity enough to 
bring him here to-night—to go about his daily 
avocations, to partake of the daily comforts of 
home, as if such things existed not. The sights 
he had seen, the cries he had heard, would haunt 
him day and night, and compel Mm to act. And 
yet, is the evil less crying, is the misery less real, 
because we see and hear it not ? We know that 
it exists. We know it as surely as as if we had 
watched day after day the waning strength of the 
father; as if we had seen the wasted form of the 
mother slowly sinking till exhausted nature de¬ 
nied even to the babe at her breast the allotted 
nourishment; as if we had heard the feeble wail¬ 
ings of childhood praying for bread to parents 
who must deny even a prayer like that! We 
know that such tMngs are. If we saw and heard 
them, could our duty to relieve be greater than 


Let every one feel duty resting upon himself for 
instant action. The individual effort oan do much; 
but how noble will it be for a happy nation, where 
a hungry .man was never seen, where it is impos¬ 
sible to tell how a 1 
with both hands full, .... , 
which a kind Providence has blessed w 
the'poor and suffering of another nation what will 
’Mleviate distress, brighten the gloom of despair, 
and make the weary and the broken-hearted re¬ 
joice ? The spirit of the age demands this from us. 
Nations are becoming closely ajlied; inter¬ 
course with, each other, anctiinterehange of kindly 
coigrtbsies, arq>wes4egijjS;vaHio{tal asperities, and 
strengtheningtEe ties wmekwe' hope may soon 
bind together in love the whole family of man—a 
family in which every member will sympathize 
with every other,' aqd stancL ready Jo-relieve find 
cofefort each other when anVgreat 'calamity may 
befall the most 'distant? members of that great 
brotherhood, and when every groan of misery shall 
be silenced in the generous expression of univer¬ 
sal sympathy. It is enough for us to know that we 
can help Ireland now; that the improved speed 
and certainty of intercommunication between the 
nations of the earth will render it possible for the 
effects of this very meeting to be felt in Ireland 


within twenty days. And with what gratitude will 
the news be received of onr proceedings this even¬ 
ing among that warm-hearted—alas! broken¬ 
hearted—people! What prayers will ascend 
Heaven from those warm yet breaking hearts, 
call down blessings upon our heads! We can h 
no more acceptable offering on the altars of oi 
holy religion than a prompt extension of relief to 
these suffering poor. We can show no deeper 
sense of gratitude to the Divine Author of all 
Good, who has blessed us with a bountiful abun¬ 
dance, than to open our hearts and hands to re¬ 
lieve the people of that beautiful green island, 
now suffering under the mysterious dispensation 
of His providence. It belongs to our national 
character, particularly as a free people, to toll, by 
a great national benefaction, to all the world, the 
superabundance of the bountiful gifts which we 
enjoy under our happy institutions. He was sure 
that, when the influence of this meeting was felt 
in that young and happy West from which he 
came, every stream would be covered with supplies, 
accumulating like the volume of waters, till it ar¬ 
rived at the city of New Orleans in a mighty 
stream of benevolence—as mighty as that upon 
whose bosom it will float. The poor Irish girls 
and emigrants toiling in this country for their 
daily sustenance have in one year, from the city 
of New York, sent eight hundred thousand dollars 
to feed and sustain the hungry and needy. Let 
us not be behind these warm-hearted people ' 


Mayo which I visited the failure is complete, and 
the destitution of the cottier population is total. 
They have nothing. The publie works do not em- 

©«.J __...._ r „„ . ploy one-quarter of them. There is no other em- 

to' tell how a hungry man lookB, to rise up ployment. The wages of those who get work, 
both hands full, and, from the abundance with about one shilling per day, are quite insufficient 
’ ” ’ -- to support a family at present prices. They have 

been unable to buy their usual supply of winter 
clothing, and, on the contrary, have been forced 
by want to pawn any good clothes they had. Their 
pigs are gone; the poultry are eaton or sold ; the 
very dogs have been drowned, lest they should eat 
anything that could support human-life. I saw a 
few pigs and fowl and an occasional dog with 
the farmers, but nothing in comparison with for¬ 
mer times. The number of the destitute is great¬ 
ly increased by the farm servants, who have been 
almost invariably discharged, on account of the 
inability of their employers to feed them, and by 
tailors, shoemakers, and other artisans, who used 
to work for the small farmers and the poor, and 
who have now no employment. 

What amazes me is how the people contrive to 
support existence. They live largely on‘tur¬ 
nips, which, instead of being given to cattle, are 
sold at the rate of one shilling per owt. by the few 
gentlemen or large farmers who cultivate them, 
and who, deal them out in half ewts., lest the sup¬ 
ply should be too quickly exhausted. The natu¬ 
ral result of insufficient and unwholesome food is 
disease, especially dysentery of the most aggravat¬ 
ed character,, of which many are dying. There 
have also been many deaths from aotual starva¬ 
tion. The coroner living at Ballina gave us a list 
containing twenty-three such within the last 
month, most of them within the last fortnight. 
There are also many more on whom no inquest is 
held. We passed a small burying place at the time 
of an interment; it was a young man, who had 
been a farm servant, and, having been discharged, 
could find no one to take him in. He had been 
promised admission into the work-hOnse, but died 
the previous day of absolute want of food—i 
quest. On another occasion we met a young man 
carrying a coffin, of thin unplaned deal boards. 
He told us that it was for a woman whose remains 
had been kept eight days, until they had begged 
the price of the coffin. 

NotMng appeared to me to offer so striking a 
proof of the greatness of the calamity as the com¬ 
plete possession it has obtained of the publie mind. 

I heard nothing spoken of but the situation of the 
country, the supply and prices of food, the public 
works, the measures of Government, the distress 
of the people, and the means of averting starva¬ 
tion. The resident gentry see and feel for the 
misery that surrounds them, and, 'crippled as they 
are by the non-payment of their rents, they yet. 
with few exceptions, exert themselves zealously, 
and at considerable personal and pecuniary sacri¬ 
fices, for the relief of their dependants and neigh¬ 
bors ; in which endeavors^ they are, with a few rare 
exceptions, mholly unassisted by the absentee pro¬ 
prietors. 

The wives and daughters of the gentry are ma¬ 
king equal exertions, and ladies of the first rank 
may be seen daily distributing soup or meal, or 
cutting out clothes to be made by poor women, 
and afterwards sold to the poor at a low rate. 

Compassion for the misery which they are un¬ 
able to relieve, alarm for the future ; an anxious 
sense of the responsibility of their position, and an. 
overwhelming weight of publie business, oppress 
many of the small number of resident proprietors, 
to an extent that must be witnessed to be under¬ 
stood. All religious and political differences are 
for the present forgotten; like the factions in a 
besieged city, the pressure of a edmmon danger 
has united all parties for a common object. The 
ministers of all denominations, and especially the 
Church of England clergy, are actively engaged 
in administering relief. To the latter, the very 
poor chiefly look, and the rector is sometimes the 
only resident gentleman in the parish. 

The poor houses are crowded: they are almost 
all in debt; under present circumstances, a new 
could not be collected; and sueh is .the i 


opening oi 


•e bountiful means for the relief of 


Hon. Mr. Maolay then submitted the, following : 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That the Hon. Daniel Webster, Hon. 

E. A. Hannegan, Hon. Edward Curtis, R ev. Or¬ 
ville Dewey, D. D., and W. E. Robinson, Esq., be 
a committee to transmit copies of these proceed¬ 
ings to the several General, Committees, and to: 
publish the proceedings and addresses. 

W. E. Robinson, Esq., said that he rose, to offer 1 
resolution,, which he doubted not would meet the 
entire approbation of the meeting. To be sure, 
the resolution he was about to submit might be 
construed as referring to himself. He took no 
credit to Mmself, however, for anytMng he had 
done. He had but done his duty. He was an 
Irishman, and felt too grateful to the distinguished 
Americans who had taken so kind an interest in 
the benevolent object of the meeting, to suffer any 
sense of delicacy en his part to prevent him from 
doing an act of justice to these distinguished gen¬ 
tlemen. He could say. with pride and pleasure, 
that almost every one to whom he had spoken to 
aid in the meeting had entered into the business 

with the greatest cordiality. He therefore moved _ ^__ 

the following reBolutionJVhich he put, and wMch I 0 f their credit, that- ( fear, unless the Government 
• . - I provide jwdo, Ahoy -will be unahle even to food tji* 

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting — 1 - • ' • • .... .. 

eminently due, and are hereby tendered, to «« 

Hon. President, the Hon. Vice Presidents, the 
Secretaries, the Committees, the speakers, and 
others, by whose exertions a deep sympathy of 
American feeling for the suffering poor of a far- 


trust which is respectfully tendered to tl 


And suppose the case reversed. And say that 
in the green island, where famine now holds 
sway, there were comfort and plenty, rich har¬ 
vests, and all that the heart desires—and that here, 
in our own republic, were the famine and misery— 
would not the Irish, think you, with their warm 
hearts, and their quick sympathies, do as muoh 
for us as we now propose to do for them ? They 
would, they would; I know them well. They are 
emphatically the nation of the open hand and the 
open heart. Not only do they give freely while 
wealth and plenty last, but even the last crust they 
will divide with the unfortunate. For the relief 
of such a people, shall we not open our plentiful 

I will answer for my own home, the West—the 
Far WeBt, it used to he called—that she will. Sueh 
appeal is never made to her in vain. It would 
an outrage unheard-of among those who sent 
_ j here to turn the hungry from the door unsatis¬ 
fied. The occupant of the humblest cabin in my 
district will share Ms meal, poor if it he, with the 
needy stranger, as willingly as if that stranger 
were his brother. And with the Irish, when their 
need becomes known, I promise it for them, they 
Will share such as they have. Many of them can 
say, with one of old, “ silver and gold have I 
none;” but they will add, also, “such as I have 
will I give freely.” They will furnish provisions. 
The OMo and the Wabash will soon see flatboats 
loaded with produce on their way to New Orleans, 
there to ha shipped for the ports of Ireland. That 
will he the answer to tMs appeal. 

And now suffer me, in conclusion, to urge upon 
this audience one of the recommendations con¬ 
tained in the address. We must act at once. 
There must be no procrastination. The orisis is 
imminent. That which we do we must do quickly. 
We must not delay. Famine, Death, delay not! 

I call to mind, sir, that there are distinguished 
names still on the’ list of speakers, and believe 
that I shall best consult the wishes of this assembly 
by now giving way to them. 

The President stated that the Hon. E. A. Han¬ 
negan and the Hon. Thomas Corwin, Senators 
in Congress from the States of Indiana and Ohio, 
who had promised to address the meeting, were 
detained by sickness. He then called upon 
The Hon. J. J. Crittenden, Senator in 
gress from the State of Kentucky, who said that 
he concurred most heartily in the generous move¬ 
ment wMch had brought us together. A people 
proverbial for their hospitality, who, even from 
the hand of poverty, share the scanty meal with 
the less fortunate, are now reduced to starvation, 
and are crying for bread. The Almighty Dispen¬ 
ser of Good has seen fit to afflict a large number of 
our fellow-men with the most horrible Of all ca¬ 
lamities—a calamity of which even the utmost 
stretch of the imagination could form no idea. He 
could have some idea of almost any scene of misery; 
ay, he could even form some idea of the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness; but of famine he could 
form no idea: the infant dying on its mother’s 
breast for want of sustenance, even from that 
fountain which a bounteous nature had provided 
to nourish its tenej^r form. To seeinnocent eMld- 
hood begging for a crumb of bread which not even 
a mother’s love could grant; and this, too, in a 
nation whose people have come among us and min¬ 
ted with us, till they have become bone of ““ 


distant and generous-hearted people has found ex¬ 
pression in so large a meeting of a great and happy 
nation’s representatives. 

Hon. Mr. Maclav moved that the meeting ad¬ 
journ. which was agreed to; and so the vast assem¬ 
blage,' at about 10 o’olook, dispersed. 

In accordance with the above resolutions, the 
following ciroular has been addressed to tbe gen¬ 
tlemen therein mentioned, in Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, and New Orleans : 

Washington, February 10, 1847. 

Gentlemen : We have the honor to transmit 
you the proceedings and resolutions of a meeting 
held in this city yesterday, by which you will per¬ 
ceive that ah immediate and general contribution 
is recommended to the people of the United States, 
for the relief of the suffering poor of Ireland; and 
that you are requested to act as a General Com¬ 
mittee, to receive such contributions, and to for¬ 
ward them to their destination. 

We are quite aware that your selection as agents 
for the accomplishment of this benevolent objeeit 
may impose on you no inconsiderable degree of at¬ 
tention and trouble; but we persuade ourselves 
that you will not, on that account, decline - — 
vice, the performance of which, by some eom^ 

’ is so imperatively called for by all the 

, . humanity and a deep sense of duty. 

We need hardly say that no time is to be lost. 
To give usefully and beneficially, we must give 
quickly. Every day’s delay more aud more em¬ 
bitters human suffering, and endangers human 
life. The recommendation which we have made 
to all the citizens of the United States, and the ap¬ 
plication which we now address to you, will, we 
doubt not. be received, regarded, and attended to, 
in the spirit of that charity which is kind, which 
seeketh not her own, which beareth all things, 
hopeth all things, and never faileth. And, while 
the rich contribute of their abundance, and cast 
their gifts into this treasury of love and good will, 
those whose means are less will remember the ben¬ 
ediction bestowed on her who of her penury cast 

e are, gentlemen, your 


Daniel Webster. 
E. A. Hannegan. 
Orville Dewey. 
Edward Curtis. 
W. E. Robinson. 


own land,^"rejoicing in*fruitful seasons, is blessed I bone, and flesh of our flesh; one with us in kin- 
beyond aU others in the gifts of nature. 1 dred and in blood. How can we hesitate a moment ? 


unfortunate beings within the work house walls. 

I have heard statements tending to prove that 
the bonds of natural affection were loosening under 
the pressure of want, but I expeot that the instan¬ 
ces are rare. Husbands have deserted their wives 
and families; children have, in some instances, 
turned out their parents to beg; and many parents 
refuse to receive their adult oMldren who had left 
them for the service of farmers or others. 

Perhaps the most striking change of feeling is 
shown by the treatment of the dead and dying. 
Many are brought into the work-house when on 
the point of death, in order to obtain a parish cof¬ 
fin. The funerals are attended by few; there 
may be twenty or thirty, when formerly there 
would have been some hundreds. To one acquaint¬ 
ed with the character of our people, this change 
must appear great indeed. 

There is still corn in the yards of the small 
farmers. They have paid no rents, and keep their 
corn to eat. They are consuming it fast; and the 
besjj)pinion I could obtain estimated it as likely 
to last at furthest only four months, and then their 
destitution will he as complete as that of the cot¬ 
tiers or con-acre-men, excepting the very few who 
have money saved. I have no doubt many of the. 
latter will go to America. In the words of one to 
whom I spoke, “ Every one who can scrape up the 
money will go.” ’ 

The emigration this year will certainly be 
enormous. Inclement as is this season, they are 
going already. A ship left Sligo just before 
Christmas; and, instead of the sorrow usual when 
parting from their native country, there was 
nothing hut joy at their escape, as from a doomed 
land. The country is in many places becoming 
depopulated. They, are deserting their cabins, 
crowding into the* towns and cities, spread¬ 
ing themselves over our eastern counties, (where 
the destitution is less, because the people have 
been accustomed to rely on wages for their sup¬ 
port,) and, when they can beg the passage money, 
crossing over into England and Scotland. Such 
extensive mendicity is frightfully demoralizing; 
hut how oan the unfortunate people help it ? If 
they stay at home, they must starve .Fr“ 
counts I have heard, I believe that many are ^i n¬ 
ferring the dreadful alternative, are ashamed to 
make their wants known, and are actually starv¬ 
ing rather than beg. 

The small farmers are disheartened, and, in 
despair on account of their losses and the great 
arrears of rent, they have as yet made no prepa¬ 
ration for cultivating their ground, and think that, 
if they cultivate it, it is rather for the landlord 
th.an for themselves. The usual gatherings of 
compost have been neglected. To manure their 
ground seemed to them useless, as they had no pota¬ 
toes to plant. I tMnlc very few of them have corn 
sufficient for their own consumption and for seed. 
The lime-kilns are not at work, as they used to 
be, showing a diminished breadth of wheat sown, 
or at least a diminution of manure. The lost time 
may be partially redeemed by spring sowing, but 
the loss of manure is incurable. The land can¬ 
not obtain its usual nourishment, and the result 
must be a diminished production. 

I trust that eventual good will result from this 
awful visitation of Providence, unexampled in its 
severity in any oivilized country, but we must first 
pass through an amount of suffering, of which we 
now see the beginning, hut of which no man can 
see the end. 

May I request thy acceptance of a small pamph¬ 
let, which I have thought it right to publish, and 
which appears to me peculiarly apposite to the 
present time, when the social evils connected with 
the tenure of land, the want of capital, the low 
state of agriculture, and the depressed' position 
of our peasantry, have rendered the failure of the 
potato crops so awful a calamity. 

I have not been able to compress my thoughts 
within any reasonable limits; in fact, the subject 
so completely engrosses me, like the people I met 
in Connaught, that I am in danger of wearying 
- who does not feel an equal interest ‘ " 


From the National InteUigeneer. 

To the Editors : 

Messrs. Gales & SeaTon : I send you a printed 
copy of a letter from Dublin, addressed to a very 
respectable gentleman in New York, on the sub¬ 
ject of the existing distress in Ireland, and have 
to request of you the publication.of tMs letter, for 
the general information of the people of the Unit¬ 
ed States. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Daniel Webster. 

Louisiana Avenue, February 13,1847. 

THE LETTER. 

Dublin, 3d of lsf month, 1847. 

Jacob Harvey, New York : 

The newspapers will i know give thee accounts 
of our situation in Ireland sufficiently distressing, 
and thy private letters must give additional par¬ 
ticulars, to which I should not have thought' of 
adding, hut that I know the deep interest thou 
takes in the concerns of thy native land, and there¬ 
fore believe thou wilt be pleased to receive from 
me some account of what I have seen during a re¬ 
cent visit to the west. 

William Forster accompanied by a young man i ^ 0 u^iiTi am convinced, excuse my prolixity, 
from England, and by my ceusm Marcus Good- I - - - !. . - ’ . - ■■ - • ^ 

body, having visited, the counties of Roscommon. 

Longford, Fermanagh, Donegal, and Sligo, and 
Marcus being obliged to leave him, William Tod- 
hunter and I went down to Ballina to meet him. 

I remained with him three days, and W. T. ac¬ 
companies him through Mayo and Galway—the 
laBt account from them being dated Belmullet, in 
the northwest of Mayo,.the only town in the bar¬ 
ony of Erris, the Wildest and most thinly inhabit¬ 
ed district in Ireland. In. company with W. For¬ 
ster, I made two excursions from Ballina, one day 
to Crossmoline, about nine nules westward, and 
another day to Killala, and about five miles fur¬ 
ther north, Calling on several persons on our Way, 
and going and returning by different roads. 

Thou art so well acquainted with Ireland, and 
with the habits of the people, and so well aware 
that the potato forms the sole resource of the peas¬ 
antry of our western counties, that it , is unneces¬ 
sary to point out to thee the misery which must 
inevitably result from their loss. In the parts of 


5, very truly, thy friend 


Hints to Editors for Ti 


“ Dead Season.”— 


Mr. Cilley’s resolution, requesting the Presi¬ 
dent to withdraw the army from Mexico, being 
under consideration, Mr. C. addressed the Senate 
as follows: 

Mr. President : I have many reasons for intro¬ 
ducing the resolution; and 1 will, as briefly as 
posgiblo, state some of them. Sir, we are at war 
with Mexico. As to the manner in which we got 
var, I shall not now undertake to in¬ 
quire ; but I will state that I think the war unne¬ 
cessary and unjust, and all wrong. If Mexico 
had wronged us, we should have forborne. There 
was no necessity for hurrying into a fight for very 
small causes. The President proposes a vigorous 
prosecution of the war, for procuring an honorable 
peace; yet it seems that peace is no nearer than 
' was at the commencement of hostilities. Sir, 
v are we to get peace? The President says 
„ must “ conquer a peaoe.” How shall we do it ? 

The taking possession of her territory will not 
givens peace. We may keep a military force in 
the Mexican territory for a long time without ob¬ 
taining peace. We cannot get a peace without, 
negotiation. Well, sir, why not firing our army 
out of her unhealthy climate, into our own coun¬ 
try, where we can reinforce, organize, and disci¬ 
pline the army, and have some plan of operation 
that will be efficient, instead of scattering our 
forces all along the frontier, from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Pacific ocean. Sir, it costs too much 
to prosecute the war in this way; and what is the 
effect ? We are expending a large sum of money 
in the purohaae of Mexican produce, paying 
them high prices for all that is wanted for our_ 
army, enriching her citizens in a large extent of 
country. Is this the way to obtain peace ? I think 
not, sir. The commanding general has said that 
he considers it impracticable to proceed to Mexico 
by the way of San Luis Potosi. Sir, if this is the 
case, why not withdraw the army, and make am¬ 
ple preparation to carry out our plans, if we have 
any ! The Senator fropi Ohio, in the proposition 
which he submitted to the Senate, I believe, inti¬ 
mates a desire that large reinforcements should 
be raised and forwarded immediately, for the prose¬ 
cution of the war; but the great objection which 
rests upon my mind in regard to this sudden in¬ 
crease of the army was, that the troops thus has¬ 
tily raised must necessarily be undisciplined aud 
inexperienced; and if they were enlisted with the 
utmost despatch, they could not be concentrated 
upon the field of military operations before the 
commencement of the sickly season. Will you 
send them into Mexico to contend with their 
dealy climate, and sacrifice onr soldiers to no pur¬ 
pose ? 1 think my plan better, to withdraw our 
forces to some healthy place wltMntha boundaries 
of the United States, where the subsistence of 
the army could be more readily obtained, and then 
if it is necessary to increase the army to any de¬ 
sirable extent, to have the soldiers well drilled, 
let them become inured to service, so that when 
a blow is to be struck, it may be such a blow as 
would have the desired effect. What object is in¬ 
tended to be effected by this war, I have yet to 
learn ; but if it is only to obtain a peace honorable 
to both countries, I think that can be obtained as 
well with our army in our own country, until we 
can have time to have them properly organized 
and drilled, and have some plan ot operation. 

Sir. it appears that this war is not to be a short 
one ; it will be a protracted war ; and why peril 
the lives of our men, why sacrifice our gallant 
little army, by obliging them to fight against supe¬ 
rior force as to numbers, in strongly fortified 
towns ? I am not for any such hair-breadth es- 
capes as at the battle of Monterey, where General 
Taylor tells you that it was wonderful that he 
should have succeeded; and I consider it almost a 
miracle that he did succeed against such odds. 

And what would have been the consequence if he 
had not succeeded? Who would or ought to 
have borne the blame, General Taylor, or the Ad¬ 
ministration? I believe he tells you it was . not 
his plan, but that he did it to sustain the Admin- _ 
If Vera Cruz iS to be occupied in 
arch to the city of Mexico, you must 
have at least 50,000 men. No prudent general 
would undertake to conquer the city of Mexico 
with less than 50,000 efficient men. Well, sir, 
will you collect that number of newly levied forces, 
and send them into Tampico, or any other place 
in the Mexican territory, to he drilled and disci¬ 
plined ? For they must be disciplined before they 
will become efficient to contend with the black 
vomit, or the yellow fever. Or do you tMnk that 
men are soldiers as soon as they enlist ? A differ¬ 
ent opinion once prevailed. Sir, it will be a new 
business to the men, and also new to the officer. 

It requires some little time to become accustomed 
to the camp, as well as to learn the duty of a sol¬ 
dier. Sir, the Senator from Michigan yesterday 
avowed the opinion that it was unconstitutional 
for Congress to i direct the President as to the 
course which he should pursue in the prosecution 
of the war ; that the only duty of Congress was 
to provide him the means he asked for. in the way 
that he should desire it; and ho alone had the 
right to direct the operations of the army in the 
way he thought proper. I differ from the Senator 
in this opinion. I think that it is clearly our duty 
to deliberate upon the subject, and to propose such 
measures we may deem advisable. If wo believe 
those who have charge of the war are going wrong, 
it is our duty to propose a better plan. Sir, have 
we not a right to think upon this awful subject . 
of war ? Have we nothing to do but to vote all 
the men and money that the President tellB us he 
wants, without inquiring into the matter, because 
that war exists, or, as the Senator from Michigan 
said, that it was all summed up in one short word, 
and that word was war; and that we had no con¬ 
stitutional right to do anything, but to do all that 
the President may require, and make him respon¬ 
sible, thereby clearing ourselves of all the respon¬ 
sibility ? Is that all that is expected of us by ■ 
those who sent us hero ? I differ from the honor¬ 
able Senator in this opinion. I, for one, am will¬ 
ing to be held responsible for all my votes in this 
body, on all subjects. 

The honorable Senator from New York the 
other day had stated that we were in possession of 
two-thirds of the Mexican territory, and one-tenth 
of her population. What are we to do with this 
territory ? Are we to annex it to this Union, and 
oblige that population to send delegates to tMs 
Senate, and to be subject to our laws by compul¬ 
sion? One republic compelling another to adopt 
her form of government: is that agreeable to our 
free principles ? Or shall we drive them out. of 
the territory that we have conquered, or annihi¬ 
late them ? What can be done with the territory 
under our form of government? I admit, sir, for the 
sake of argument, that the people residing in that 
territory wore willing to come into onr Union, and 
we should make a treaty with Mexico: to that 
effect it comes in as Texas was brought into the 
Union, or by treaty. Sir,.could a treaty of that 
kind be ratified by this Senate, or could it now 
be brought into this Union by resolution? Would 
a dispute arise, whether it should be free or slave 
territory ? No, sir ; the time has gone by for ad¬ 
mitting any more slave territory .into this Union, 

It oannot be done. If admitted, it would be a bone 
of contention that would divide the Union. • 

Sir, I think we are in a bad cofidition. We are 
... a war with Mexico ; we are in possession of a 
large portion of her territory. How are we to 
extricate ourselves from this war, whioh has al¬ 
ready oost us so much blood and treasure, and bids 
fair to cost us a great deal more ? How long tMs 
war is to continue, God only knows. Sir, I think, 
by withdrawing the army, and, if necessary, by 
reinforcing it; and then, when Mexico sees that 
we have a force that would look down all opposi¬ 
tion, she would be willing to treat for peace. _ I 
I think we can obtain a treaty much sooner in 
this way, and with less cost of blood and treasure, 
than attempting to put forward an inexperienced 
army into their unhealthy country. Sir, if we 
are to hold on to this territory that onr army now 
has possession of, it will take a large army to gar¬ 
rison so long a line of frontier, and keep the com¬ 
munication open with our own country. I say, 
sir, it will take a large army to do this, which 
will be in addition to the army that is to march 
to the city of Mexico to “ conquer peace,” as the 


last the whole winter. Now put your “Ameri 
Sea Serpent” into paper, and dig up 11 The Oldest 
Inhabitant/’ for daily use. Now catch your “ Yo- 
racious Pike,” and sprinkle your sheets with 
“ Wonderful Hailstones.” Now look out for the 
“Author of Junius,” who always comes up (with 
the “Floating Island on Derwent-water”) at this 
season of the year; and cut with soissors your 
“Second Crop of Strawberries.” Now bag your 
“Stormy Petrel;” and do not forgot to lay on, 
once a week or so, a good “ Shower of Frogs.” 

Punch’s Almanac. 

A printer, in setting up the sentence, u We a 
but parts of a stupendous whole,” by a mistake of 
a letter made it read, “We are but parts of a stu¬ 
pendous whale! " 


„ strike at the head, and let the limbs go. I hope 
anything that I have said will not be considered 
as rendering aid to the enemy, for that is not my 
desire. I look to onr own comfort. 


Waking Sleeters.— It appears from Lewis’s 
History of Lynn, that in the early times of Mas¬ 
sachusetts, it was the custom for a person to go 
about the meeting-houses during divine service, and 
wake the sleepers. “ He bore a long wand, on one 
end of which was a ball, and on the other a fox tail. 
When he observed the men asleep, he rapped them 
on the head with the knob; and roused the slum¬ 
bering sensibility of the ladies by drawing the 
brush lightly across their faces.” 










THE NATIONAL ERA. 


WASHINGTON, FEBRUARY 18, 1847. 


OUR. SANCTUM. 

Our paper this •week is decidedly heavy, but 
■wonderfully edifying. There aro junctures when 
an editor is obliged, ,by causes Which his readers 
cannot understand, to crowd his columns with mat¬ 
ter not calculated to give a very interesting physi¬ 
ognomy to his paper. In a little while, however, 
we shall have sea-room, and will then manage the 
good ship in better style. 

Relief to Ireland. —The first page of the Era is 
occupied chiefly with the report of the great na¬ 
tional movement in behalf of the starving popula¬ 
tion of Ireland. We hope no reader will overlook 
it. Whatever is done for that suffering people 
should be done grandly and promptly. Let the 
beautiful address of the meeting of Washington 
be read by all, and its recommendations carried 
into immediate effect. At the request of tliechair- 
man of the committee appointed by the meeting, 
we had 2,000 extra copies of the Era printed and 
sent to the postmasters, for circulation west of the 
mountains. We hope they will distribute them as 
requested. 

Mr. Owen's Reply is inserted on our fourth page. 
As both sides of the question have been presented, 
we prefer that the discussion should cease for the 
present. 

Mr. Wentworth’s Explanation. —At the request 
of Mr. Wentworth, who has been so fiercely as¬ 
sailed by the Administration organ, and to whom, 
in conjunction with Brinkerhoff, King, Hamlin, 
Wilmot, Giddings, and others, the country is un¬ 
der peculiar obligations for the triumph of the 
Wilmot proviso, wo insert on the fourth page of 
the Era, his personal explanation, which was 
denied a place in the columns of the Washington 
Union, the paper that assailed him. 

Our paper is a sort of Adullam’s cave, (in which 
tho sweet singer of Israel took refuge,) “ And every 
one that was in distress, and every one that was 
in debt, and every one that was discontended, gath¬ 
ered themselves unto him!” 

Mr. Cilley has handed us a corrected report of 
his remarks on the resolution to withdraw our 
armies from Mexico. The reader will find it on 
our first page. It will be Been that he has been 
misunderstood, as the report now furnished does 
not. justify the strictures that have been made on 
his position. 

Mr. Clime’s Speech.— By tho aid of our accom¬ 
plished reporter, we aro enabled to present our 
readers with a report of the eloquent speech of Mr. 
Choate in the groat alien case recently tried in the 
Supremo Court. We shall continue to furnish 
such reports, as no other paper iu Washington 
has yet undertaken the task. We confess we arc 
unable to understand why the proceedings and 
speeches in the Supremo Court of theUnited States 
are of so much less importance than those in Con¬ 
gress as to deserve no notice at all. 

John Smith, jm., has come to pass again. See 
fourth page. 

Correspondents.— We have on hand several rich 
literary contributions, which will appear so soon 
as Congress shall have adjourned. Our friends 
must be patient, and believe implicitly in edito¬ 
rial infallibility. What a queer paper an editor 
would make if he were to follow everybody’s sug¬ 
gestion ! Ono asks: why publish such an artiolc— 
what good 1 The editor, being infallible, answers— 
why not publish said article—what harm ? One 
hints that a little moro steam would do no harm. 
May bo so; but the pilot, being infallible, says he 
wants to become acquainted with the navigation 
first, lost he run upon a snag. Another is delight¬ 
ed with everything in last week’s Era, but a sin¬ 
gle article; he wishes that had been left out. 
Happy man! and was that all ? Why the sun it¬ 
self has spots upon its disc. One sends a commu¬ 
nication, which he is astonished does not appear 
at once. “ Why might it not have been inserted 
instead of such and such an article?” Well, if 
he had been on the tripod, in the inner sanctuary 
or editorial infallibility, he would lmve ,W just 
as the editor did*—if a wise man. 

Our friends are very kind. Through their at¬ 
tention we have been enabled to accumulate a fine 
collection of aphorisms, dissertations, appeals, facts. 
&c., which all bide their time. Our pigeon holes 
have become a perfect chaos, which, however, will 
be shaped into order and beauty in due time. It 
is impossible even to name all the good things wo 
have in store for our readers. 

An editorial on the resolutions of the Massachu¬ 
setts Liberty Convention, is laid over till next 

“ Young America.” —We should have continued 
our remarks on “ Wages Slavery” this week, but 
want of room compels us to lay them over. 

A Communication addressed to Daniel Webster 
is in type, but crowded out, &e. 

CONGRESS. 

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE—WJXMOT PROVI¬ 
SO—MESSRS. CORWIN AND CALHOUN—IM¬ 
PORTANT DISCLOSURES—JOHN Q. ADAMS. 

The interest of the session deepens as it draws 
to a close. The principal appropriation bills have 
been passed; the supplies of money and men for 
the slaughter have been granted; the Wh igs, gen¬ 
erally, under the guidance of worldly wise tacti¬ 
cians, while pronouncing the war accursed, have 
rivalled in seal the Democrats in voting the where¬ 
withal to carry on the “ accursed” war triumph- 

When tho heart is full, it is apt to run over. 
Presidential aspirants are beginning to be visible 
in the Senate. Passions long suppressed are 
darkening the political horizon. The spirit of 
faotioh is busily at work, giving birth to innuen¬ 
does, personalities, jealousies, divisions. Remark¬ 
able scenes have been exhibited during the last 
week in the Capitol. 

QUESTIONS OF PRIVILEGE. 

First, we have an outbreak between a prominent 
member of the Democratic party frorii Illinois 
and the Washington Union. The member, choosing 
to act upon his own convictions of duty in rela¬ 
tion to a tax on tea and coffee recommended by 
the Administration, is fiercely assailed by the: 

“ Organ.” He rises in his place, and, in a personal 
explanation, which can find no place in the col¬ 
umns of that paper, takes such vengeance upon 
his Democratic brother as he can. 

Next, a leading member of the House, (Judge 
Douglass, of Illinois,) eminent for his unflinching 
devotion to the Chief Executive, the very embodi- 
ment of the spirit of compromise where slavery 
is concerned, who at one time, in his precipitate 
zeal to defend the Administration, justified acts 
which the President himself, as a subsequent 
message showed, had promptly repudiated, rises 
in his place and moves the expulsion of the whole 
corps of reporters belonging to the Union, for 
having been guilty of a false and scandalous re¬ 
port of proceedings in which his obnoxious brother 
from Illinois had participated. The subject was 
referred to a Select Committee, which finally asked 
to he discharged from the further consideration 
of the subject. 

What is the matter ? It is somewhat remark¬ 
able to see such a man leading an onslaught against 
the organ of an, Administration to which he is so 
profoundly devoted! 

But the ill-fated organ must run the gauntlet of 
tho Senate too. The editor in some unlucky mo¬ 
ment pens a stinging paragraph on the proceedings 
of tho Senate in relation to the army hill, and 
endorses a communication denouncing aB Mexi¬ 
cans in heart, fellow-soldiers with Santa Anna and 
Ampudia, a majority of that body, including 
many of his Democratic brethren, who had haz-« 
arded the defeat of the bill rather than violate 
their convictions on a certain constitutional point. 
He is instantly taken under dealings. Mr. Yulee, 
of Florida, moved his expulsion from the floor of 
the Senate, for a libellous attack on that body. 
The question of privilege became one of absorb¬ 
ing interest, giving rise incidentally to a discus¬ 
sion on questions of general policy, and the move¬ 
ments of parties, which occupied three days. Mr. 


Calhoun and his friends, to whom, it iB said, the 
editor of the Union owes his selection as the I 
editor of the Government paper, and who last : 
winter were on the. most amicable terms with the i 
Administration, are the prime movers of this as¬ 
sault upon its organ; while its chief defence is 
undertaken by a Senator who, as Chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, received during 
the last session, the out direct from the Presi¬ 
dent ! 

Strange movements these! Why this sudden 
change in the course of Mr. Calhoun ? Doubtless 
his sense of propriety was offended by the edito¬ 
rial of the Union; hut had there been no other 
cause of dissatisfaction, he would probably have 
overlooked this. What is, then, tho key to his 
course ? The Union has not been sufficiently ortho¬ 
dox in relation to the Wilmot proviso l That is the 
secret. In its appeals to Congress upon the sub¬ 
ject, it called upon both Northern and Southern 
members to abstain from all agitation, treating 
both sections as if they had equal rights, and ab¬ 
staining from any elaborate defence of the pre¬ 
tensions of slavery. True, its sympathies were 
manifestly on the side of slavery; hut it has not 
labored for it in such a manner as to please South 
Carolina, The Charleston Mercury, which is be¬ 
lieved to reflect the opinions of Mr. Calhoun, has 
recently taken very grave exceptions to the course 
of the organ on this subject. 

The debate on this question of privilege was 
full of interest, The liberty of the press was 
defended by none more eloquently than by Mr. 
Allen, of Ohio. Mr. Sevier intimated that the 
whole movement was directed, in fact, against 
the Administration. The editor of the Union , 
meantime, vindicated his liberty with great vigor. 
In various editorials he maintained with unquali¬ 
fied emphasis the freedom of the press. He asked, 

“ Whether the freedom of the press, the birthright 
of the American citizen, the palladium of our 
liberty, is to bo cloven down in the person of an 
editor at the seat of the Federal Government ?” 

Now. we cannot forget that Mr. Polk attempted 
in his annual message, with all the weight of his 
official influence, to shackle the freedom of the 
press, by denouncing as giving aid and comfort to 
the enemy all who thought proper to question 
tho justice of the Mexican war; or that this same 
editor, when it was proposed to establish a free 
paper at the seat of the Federal Governnent. pro¬ 
tested against it, and has always refused to extend 
to us the courtesy of an exchange. But we pass 
by all this, and, in answer to his appeal, we say, 
No! Let not the birthright of not only the 
American citizen, but of man, be touched. The 
paragraph which is the occasion of this movement 
against the Union was certainly unjust, and not 
in good taste; hut it was, as a Senator remarked, 
a mere rhetorical flourish. No man in his senses 
could believe that the editor seriously, deliberately 
intended to charge the Senate with treason. We 
certainly could not excuse ourselveB for using lan¬ 
guage equally unjust towards the upholders of 
slavery; and were we to do so, a worse visitation 
would doubtless befall us than that inflicted on 
our neighbor; and that, too, without exciting his 
zeal for the liberty of the press. But, no matter 
for all tliis. In every contest between privilege 
and right, between the press and any species of 
force, organized or unorganized, we cannot but 
deeply sympathize with right, with the press. 
What is the liberty of the press good for, if every 
expression or phrase is to be nicely criticized, 
and if rather violent in its rhetoric, to he deemed 
just cause for inflicting punishment upon an edi¬ 
tor ? The Senate should have put some faith in 
the ability of the people to decide on the justice 
of such assaults upon its dignity. So difficult is 
it to define accurately what is an abuse of the 
press, and what measure, of abuse demands punish¬ 
ment, that this important branch of an American 
Congress, which is prohibited from framing any 
law abridging the liberty of the press, would have 
done well had it left the whole matter to the judg¬ 
ment of the American People. Something should 
be “ pardoned to the spirit of liberty.” Abuse of the 
press is best corrected by the use of the p™™ 

« cither privilege nor law should interfere, except 
for the punishment of libel, which is an offence 
legally defined, and the determination of which is 
to proceed according to the solemn forms of law, 
prescribed for the purpose of guarding the rights 
of tho citizen, and securing justice. 

We begin to feel that the Era is safe at last. 
Bulwarked by so fearless defenders of the free¬ 
dom of the press, as Senator Allen, of Ohio, 
Judge Mason, of Virginia, and Mr. Ritchie, of 
Washington, we shall repose in security. It was 
thought that me should have to fight the bottle 
of a free press in the District; but it would seem 
that this honor is not reserved for us. The Wash¬ 
ington Union, by a strange, unlooked-foi; concur¬ 
rence of circumstances, has been thrown into the 
fore-front of the fight, and is gallantly holding 
aloft the standard of free discussion, leaving us 
nothing to do but to rest in its shadow. Inin elo¬ 
quent editorial in his paper of Friday last, the 
editor, alluding to the resolution of expulsion, 
makes the following appeal: 

' Was it becoming" any ‘ honorable ’ member to 
move his expulsion, when, by carrying out his pro¬ 
scription, he is in danger of offending the liberty 
of the press? You remember John Marshall’s 
famous remark on the liberty of the press, in his 
celebrated letter to the French commissioners. 
You remember the thousand homages which have 
been paid, even in England, to the freedom of the 
press. You remember the memorable sedition 
1m w, passed in the highest and darkest days of Fed¬ 
eralism—the horrors which it excited, and the glo¬ 
rious protest which it called forth from Virginia 
in the report of Madison. In the light of th. 
celebrated documents of that period, (and this.re¬ 
port, the greatest, and most enduring of them all.) j 
we found our first fast, steadfast opinions—and to 
these opinions we mean to adhere, whether the 
Senate pass the resolutions of a professing Demo¬ 
crat—a mere tyro in the same school—or whether 
it reject them. We mill stand up for the liberty of 
the press, let it be assailed from whatever quarter it 
may ; and in that spirit me nail our flag to the mast, 
to stand or fall in the cause. We will publish what¬ 
ever me please, whether it is written by ourselves 
or written by others.” 

To every word of which we say Amen! We 
shall expect the editor of the Union to adhere to 
these principles, no matter what may he the occa¬ 
sion—to “ stand up for the liberty of the press, be it 
assailed from whatever quarter it may.” 

We regret to say that last Saturday, after a 
protracted discussion, the resolution of expulsion 
passed the Senate by a vote of 27 to 21. 

THE DEBATE ON SLAVERY. 

The debate on slavery, growing out of the in¬ 
troduction of the three million bill, has been con¬ 
tinued through the week, in good temper and with 
great spirit. In the Senate, the subject of slavery 
itself has not been discussed, but allusions to it, 
as the element to which paramount reference must 
be had in the settlement of our differences with 
Mexioo, have been constantly made. In the House, 
the nature and effects of the system have come 
under consideration. Not only has the constitu¬ 
tional question been debated, not only have the 
relations of slavery to territorial extension been 
examined, but its economical bearings, its influ¬ 
ences on the social and political system, and on the 
destinies of the States, have been freely canvassed- 
The Bible question itself has been opened by 
slaveholding members. We were not a little sur¬ 
prised, on entering the Hall Saturday morning, 
to find Mr. Seaborn Jones, of Georgia, with his 
Bible in hand, expounding from the word the di¬ 
vine character of the institution 1 The particu¬ 
lar passage, we believe, that he was elucidating, 
was the chapter of St. Paul to Timothy, in which 
he is exhorting him concerning servants, and the 
duty of obedience to their masters; where he 
doses by telling the bishop to withdraw himself 
from any who may teach other doctrines. One 
might have thought himself in a school of the 
prophets, assembled to settle a grave question in 
othics. had it not been for the mischievous leer, or 
broad laugh, with which the speaker’s dissertation 
was greeted. 

A few years ago, tho Representatives of the 
South left the hall in a body, to concert measures 
for a dissolution of the Union, because Mr. Slade, 
of Vermont, dared to exercise the right of free 
speech in discussing the question of slavery. At 


a still later period, Mr. Giddings was subject to 
constant contumely and abuse for exercising the 
same right, and every device of despotism was 
adopted to suppress freedom of speech. Last winter 
the gag was taken off, and petitions were received; 
and this winter, discussion on the subject of slavery 
has become almost commonplace. No matter what 
the particular bill under consideration, like Ban- 
quo’s ghost, up starts the “spectre of anti-sla¬ 
very agitation,” as a venerable neighbor calls it, 
and it will not down; and for the best of all rea¬ 
sons—Southerners themselves are constantly pro¬ 
voking it. By them, more frequently than by 
the members from any other section, is the ques¬ 
tion brought into debate. The effects are'salu- 
tary. The morbid sensibility of the slaveholder 
is wealing away. The spell thrown around this 
delicate domestic institution, which so long 
charmed men to silence, is broken. Nobody thinks 
now of claiming for slavery exemption from dis¬ 
cussion. And why ? It has been made a ques¬ 
tion for national deliberation by the South ! The 
war made by Mr. Polk against Mexico, for the ac¬ 
quisition of territory, has necessarily involved the 
question, What shall be the character of the in¬ 
stitutions in the new territory ? Shall slavery be 
introduced there ? But these questions cannot 
be discussed ratidnallj^ without inquiring into the 
law of slavery, the relations of the system to the 
Constitution, its nature, policy, and every inci¬ 
dent connected with it,. Certainly the Sopth 
could not ask its brethren of the North and West 
to spread the ample mgis of the Federal Govern¬ 
ment over slavery in California, without giving 
them some good reason, drawn from the system 
itself, why such an act should be assented to. But 
to bring such an evil into discussion, is to expose 
its wrongfulncss, its impolicy, and to weaken its 
hold upon the social system. These congressional 
debates are rapidly inoculating the public mind 
with wholesome sentiment. 

Mr Brockenbrough, of Florida, in his speech 
last Saturday on the three million bill, expressed 
himself in a manner rather extraordinary for a 
Southern politician. “ Let Southern men,” said 
he, continue to diffuse it, (slavery,) and in time the 
institution would cease to be mentioned upon that 
floor. People of all classes were gradually settling 
in the Southern States ; free labor mas becoming 
more and more prevalent there; and he believed, 
with the increase of Northern institutions there, 
slavery would eventually cease.” No man would 
utter such sentiments, who was not favorable to 
the extinction of slavery. The truth is, it is the 
selfish conduct of a few politicians, aiming to en¬ 
list a powerful interest in behalf of a Presidential 
aspirant, that keeps down the anti-slavery feeling 
in the slave States. To their arts, plied for politi¬ 
cal effect, may he attributed much of the bitter¬ 
ness of Southern opposition to anti-slavery policy. 
Mr. Calhoun, with a will that never bends or 
breaks, is the Ajax of slavery; and that which 
he supports so faithfully, he intends shall support 
him in the grand leap he is preparing to make for 
the Presidential chair. 

POLITICAL HISTORY—IMPORTANT DISCLO¬ 
SURES. 

Last Friday, the question of privilege, touching 
the editors of the Washington Union, being still 
under consideration in the Senate, the debate took 
a singular turn, leading, in the end, to highly im¬ 
portant political disclosures. Mr. Turney, of 
Tcnncssoe, opposed the resolution of expulsion, 
and took occasion to say to the Senate and the 
country, that there was a balance of power party 
on that floor, on the Democratic side of the cham¬ 
ber; that this party acted sometimes with the 
Whigs, sometimes with the Democrats, deciding 
the result accordingly; and he wished the coun¬ 
try to know this, that responsibility might he 
placed where it belonged. This party, he said, 
was held together by attachment to a Presidential 
aspirant, whom he defined in such a way as plain¬ 
ly to designate Mr. Calhoun as the man. In reply 
to some comments by this gentleman, he charged 
him with having done ipore to bring on the Mex¬ 
ican war than any, other man He had been the 
chief actor in the annexation of Texas; and, “ ac¬ 
cording to his (Mr. T.’s) judgment, the annexation 
of Texas produced the war. The Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. Corwin) was correct. After that act, 
war was inevitable.” 

A most important admission, truly, coming as it 
does from a thorough supporter of the Administra¬ 
tion. The war, then, according to Mr. Turney’s 
assertion, was not produced by the act of Mexico. 
But the President says it was ! 

Mr. Calhoun replied to Mr. Turney in a calm, 
dignified speech, disclosing facts which will be. 
come a part of the history of the country. We 
avoid what is merely personal, and give such ex¬ 
tracts from the speech as embody these important 
facts. We wish every reader to examine them 
carefully. 

Mr. Calhoun then rose and said : I "am really 
obliged to the gentleman from Tennessee for giv¬ 
ing me an opportunity to repel a great many in¬ 
sinuations which I have seen upon this very sub¬ 
ject, and the endeavor to fix upon myself and 
friends the responsibility of which he has spoken. 

I He has got up and made a grave charge, that there 
was on this side of the chamber a party combined 
together, in reference to presidential elections, who 
controlled all measures in reference to that. 1 
have already denied that I was any candidate for 
the presidency. I appeal to every friend—to my 
friends upon this floor, upon either side of the 
chamber, and to every one in the State of South 
Carolina, if my whole course of conduct has not 
been this: that I would not accept the presidency 
unless it comes to me by the voice of the American 
people, and then oniy from a sense of duty, and 
taken as an obligation. 

It is suspected that I will not.vote for the three 
million bill; and that, because I said, when I spoke 
on the subject, I waited for further developments. 
Was there anything, Mr. President, in that ? Was 
the Senator ignorant that the proposition had 
been made in the other House, and probably would 
be made here, to stick the Wilmot proviso in it ? 

I put it to him—I put it to Senators on both sides, 
who represent Southern portions of the Union— 
whether he or any of them will vote for the bill, if 
that amendment, be appended ? 

But again: He spoke of the responsibility for 
the war as arising from the annexation of Texas. 

I did take a deep interest in that measure of annex¬ 
ation, and to no act of my life do I revert with 
more entire satisfaction. Annexation at that time, 
according to my opinion, was a question of pure 
necessity. I might go into this matter if it would 
not occupy the time of the Senate. [Cries of “ go 
on.”] According to my view, the time was not 
propitious in one aspect. There then was a mi¬ 
nority in favor of annexation. It had scarcely a 
single advocate in this body, and but two or three 
in the other body; and it appeared to be a very 
hopeless task to attempt carrying through such an 
important measure as that. When nominated tor 
the office of Secretary of State, I put in the strong¬ 
est remonstrance which I could draw against the 
acceptance of it. I wrote to my friends here; but. 
before the remonstrance reached them, I was 
unanimously appointed. I saw that the Adminis¬ 
tration was weak, and that that very important 
measure would be liable to be defeated, if an effort 
were not made. But circumstances made it inevi¬ 
table. I ascertained, from sources perfectly relia¬ 
ble, that, at the World’s Convention, the Ameri¬ 
can delegation suggested to the Abolitionists of 
England, that now wa# the time to act. If they 
wished to aim a fatal blow at slavery, it must be 
at Texas; and in order to do that, England must 
obtain the ascendency in Texas. I received infor¬ 
mation—I wOl not say official—but from a quarter 
in which there Could be no mistake, that an inter¬ 
view had taken place between Lord Aberdeen and 
a deputation of the World’s Convention. I was 
then at home in South Carolina, and immediately 
transmitted to the Secretary of State that informa¬ 
tion, accompanied by the suggestion that it de¬ 
manded instant attention. I suppose that letter and 
my communicationformed one ofthe reasons for the 
movement then made for annexation. What was 
then the condition of Texas ? She was weak; and 
the suggestion was, that Mexico would recognise 
her independence, if she would agree to abolish 
slavery. The time had come, and the consequence 
had to be met. I accepted the office with all these 
difficulties before me. I said this office is unaccept¬ 
able to me. I go in with a great deal of reputation, 
as* I judge from the manner in which I have been 
nominated and confirmed. Twill experience great 
difficulty, and may come out with much less repu¬ 
tation than I go in. But I undertook it; and, when 
I undertake a thing, I do it directly. I put it on 
the true ground, that this movement was intended 
to bring Texas under the control of England, to 
abolish slavery there, and through that, slavery 
throughout the country." A treaty was formed, 
and it shared the fate that might have almost been 
expected from the weakness of the Administration. 

It was defeated. But the Senator says I had stip¬ 


ulated iu that treaty that the Rio Grande was the 
boundary. 

Mr. Turney. I remarked that I had never read 
the treaty, but I understood that its terms went to 
the Rio Grande. 

Mr. Calhoun. The Senator is just as Wrong 
in that as in the whole of his misunderstanding. 
No such thing, sir! It was expressly left open. 
The two respectable commissioners from Texas 
will hear me testimony. It was expressly left open, 
in order that the boundary might he subsequently 
established by negotiation with Mexico. I know a 
Sena tor of t.h is body put a construction on it similar 
to that of the Sennio.- f rom Tennessee, and which 
was assailed. But as *jon as that treaty was sign¬ 
ed by the President, I communicated directly with 
the Mexican Government, through our charge 
d’affaires, and stated that I was ready to settle all 
questions of difference, and amongst others the 
boundary, upon liberal principles. I did not dream 
of this war. 

The immediate cause of the war was the march¬ 
ing of our forces from the frontier—[A Whig 
Senator. Corpus Christi]—from Corpus Christi 
to the banks of the Del Norte. That clearly 
made the invasion, so called, by the President; 
and hence the declamtion, on his part, that the 
Rio Del Norte was tie boundary. But is it an 
effect of annexation ? If General Taylor had re¬ 
mained where he was, there would be no invasion— 
no Rio del Norte as a boundary to he establish¬ 
ed by treaty and dedaration of Congress. The 
fact is. and cannot bs disguised, General Arista, 
who commanded on the Mexican side, said, if I 
am not greatly mistaken—and if any gentleman 
supposes I am, by looking into the records at the 
State Department he will find the fact—that 
Arista made a communication, either by writing or 
through a faithful >gent, (and I think it was re¬ 
cently published in one of the Southern papers)— 
[A Senator: Yes]—that if General Taylor re¬ 
mained on our side of the river, he (Arista) would 
reniSin on his side; and they both might send out ex¬ 
peditions— he to guard againBt Indian depreda¬ 
tions, and we for any purpose we thought proper. 
So, then, the war was made by the march to the Del 
Norte. That the President believed that to be 
our boundary, was very proper; and that invasion 
was to be repelled, was the natural consequence. 
But the great question comes up, Has the Execu¬ 
tive the right to determine what our boundary is ? 
When we have a disputed boundary question— 
and wo have had many—does it belong to the 
Executive or to Congress to determine it ? 
There are two ways to do it. One is, by negotia¬ 
tion and treaty, to be performed by the Executive 
and this body, in case the two nations agree to ne¬ 
gotiate. The otlier is, if the party disputes the 
boundary, and will not come to terms, for Congress 
to declare it to be our boundary, and maintain 
it at the hazari of war. How long, did the 
boundary of Maine remain unsettled ? From the 
acknowledgment of independence in 1783, down 
to the time that llie Senator from Massachusetts 
closed it by a treity. But did any of the Presi¬ 
dents ever think of marching troops upon the 
line ? The British held Fort Stanwix, but Gen¬ 
eral Washington did not make any such move- 

And here let me say, what just now comes to 
my mind. It may he asked, thinking as I did, 
Why did I not take some step to arrest the march 
of General Taylor ? In the first place, I never 
heard that the march was ordered until a long 
time after it took place. I got tho information 
from the Senator from Delaware, (Mr. J. M. Clay¬ 
ton.) who will remember what I said. I said it 
was impossible; that such a thing could not be; 
and I could not believe it, until assured by the 
fact. After it was officially announced, I said to 
my friends, The march of General Taylor ought 
to be arrested. It is bringing on war. I said so to 
several gentlemen on that side of the chamber, and 
particularly, if my memory serve me, to the Sena¬ 
tor from Delaware, as the information originally 
came from him. I said to him and to others, that 
the Oregon and Mexican questions were connect¬ 
ed— that we should avoid war with England, 
rather than Mexico—though both were very un¬ 
desirable ; hut it was to be hoped that we could 
settle Oregon, before we could be called into a 
Mexican war. And the reason, sir, that I did not 
and could not move in reference to General Tay¬ 
lor, which otherwise I most assuredly would have 
done, was, that it was necessary for me to maintain 
kind relations with the Executive upon the ques¬ 
tion with England, in reference to Oregon, in or¬ 
der that I might, if possible, exercise some influ¬ 
ence in effecting a peaceful issue. If it had been 
otherwise, I certainly would have moved that the 
march be arrested, and the war averted. I could 
state some facts in relation to Oregon, hut I am 
not at liberty. I might do so. But I forbear. I 
thank the Senate for the kindness with which it 
it has now heard me. 

In addition to these extracts, it is proper to refer 
to a few sentiments expressed by Mr. Westcott, of 
Florida, last Saturday, in a speech on the same 
question of privilege. 

Democracy, he said, had become a mere matter 
of loaves and fishes. He would have preferred de¬ 
feat with Van Buren to success with Polk. Four- 
fifths of the people of Florida would support the 
claims of Mr. Calhoun to the Presidency; and he 
would go with his State. 

Could the people of the United States know the 
corruption and feculence of their Government, 
and see how their institutions were all used to 
plunder them for the benefit of office-beggars, they 
would tumble the President and his Secretaries, 
the Senate and House of Representatives, Whig 
and Democratic, neck and heels into the Potomac. 

He went for a new party, which should discard 
plunder. The next President would not be elect- 
by tho people. In February, 1849, there would be 
three candidates before the House of Representa- 

Mr. Calhoun was universally regarded in the 
South as the safest exponent of its feelings and 
sentiments in relation to slavery; and he (Mr. W.) 
would regulate his vote on the three million bill 
by Mr. Calhoun’s. 

He wonld not only vote against the bill, wero 
Wilmot’s proviso attached to it, but he would 
vote hereafter against all supplies of men or mo¬ 
ney for the further prosecution of the war. 

The clause in the Oregon bill, incorporating the 
provision of the ordinance of 1787, had been prop¬ 
erly stricken out by the Committee on the Judi¬ 
ciary. Every Southern Senator would vote for 
Striking it out. 

Mr. J. M. Clayton, of Delaware, having been 
named as the informant of Mr. Calhoun, in rela¬ 
tion to the march of the troops from Corpus 
Christi, said, that in February, 1846, he was in¬ 
formed that the Government had given orders to 
General Taylor to march to the Rio Grande. He 
was alarmed. He communicated the intelligence 
to Mi-. Calhoun. They both knew that the coun¬ 
try would he plunged into a war by that act. He 
thought something ought to bedone. Buthe and all 
the rest were engaged in the more important ques¬ 
tion pending between this country and England. 
Besides, no Whig Senator could move in the mat¬ 
ter, without being denounced as factious. He 
would mention a singular circumstance. On the 
24th of April, between twelve and one o’clock, 
while talking with the Senator from Kentucky, 
(Mr. Morehead,) he expressed' Ihe opinion that we 
were actually at war with Mexico at that moment; 
that hostilities had already broken out. A small 
bet was proposed, and he lost it by only six 
hours. 

We now call upon the reader to remark, that 
the following facts are established by the testimony 
of these Senators. 

1. Mr. Calhoun was the real author of the an¬ 
nexation of Texas. “ She was weak, and the sug¬ 
gestion was, that Mexico would recognise her in¬ 
dependence if she would abolish slavery.” To 
prevent this abolition of slavery was the sole reason 
why Mr. Calhoun accepted the office of Secretary of 
State— his nomination to that office being unani¬ 
mously ratified by the Senate—a majority of which 
was at that time composed of Whigs. 

2. It was Mr. Calhoun who settled the Oregon 
difficulty on the parallel of 49 degrees north 
latitude. 

3. It was the mareh of the American troops 
from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande which was 
the immediate cause of the war. Congress were in 
session at the time, but they were studiously kept 
in the dark; the President did not counsel with 
them, or apprize them of the movement. Mr. 
Clayton obtained information of the fact in some 
way unknown. Mr. Calhoun, to whom he com¬ 
municated it, was shackled by the Oregon ques¬ 
tion, and could do nothing. He would have submit¬ 
ted a resolution, had it not been for this, and thus 
prevented the war. Mr. Clayton did hot inter¬ 
fere, because any movement on the part of the 
Whig Senators would have^fono no good—would 
have been regarded as factious. 

Now, observe: 

The marching of tho troops to the Rio Grande 
was the cause of the war. 

Mr. Calhoun on the Democratic, Mr. Clayton 


on the Whig side, knew what was going on—knew 
that it would produce war, and knew that by ar¬ 
resting their march war would be prevented. 

Are their excuses for not acting, valid ? 

Could not Mr. Calhoun have induced some rea¬ 
sonable member from the Senate on the Demo¬ 
cratic side to move the necessary resolution ? 

Could not Mr. Clayton have done so ? 

Did Mr. Calhoun confine the knowledge of this 
momentous fact to himself? 

Did Mr. Clayton do so ? 

Is it not certain that it was soon known by every 
Senator in that chamber? 

Who believes for a moment that Mr. Clayton, 
supposing he had made an effort to induce a 
Democratic movement on the subject, without suc¬ 
cess, had then introduced himself a resolution, 
would have failed in obtaining the requisite in¬ 
formation from the President; or, when this was 
given, would have failed in securing the assent of 
the Senate to a resolution calling upon the Presi¬ 
dent to arrest the march of the troops ? 

The people of the United States should fix their 
eye upon this matter. They should call these 
men to a severe reckoning. It mas in the power of 
members ofthe Senate of the United States to prevent 
■war with Mexico, and war was not prevented. No 
movement on the part of Whigs or Democrats 
was made to prevent it! This is an astounding 
fact. 

The truth is, the fell spirit of party, and the 
miserable selfishness of Presidential aspirants, are 
alike regardless ofthe real welfare of the country. 
There are many aspirants on the Democratic side 
of the chamber: were they willing to see the coun¬ 
try involved in war that Mr. Polk might break 
himself down? There are quite as many aspi¬ 
rants on the Whig side: were they anxious, were 
the Whig members anxious, to give the Demo¬ 
cratic Administration rope, that it might hang it¬ 
self ? Are the highest interests of the country to 
be the mere stakes in the game of parties ? Must 
blood be shed, the country dishonored and crush¬ 
ed with debt, that the chances of success to some 
heartless pretender to the Presidential chair may 
be multiplied ? 

Let the people look to it. The power to prevent 
war with Mexico was in the hands of the Senate, and 
not a member of that body mould use it. Let this fact 
be proclaimed throughout the country, and kept 
perpetually before the people. 

MR. CORWIN'S SPEECH. 

The speech of Mr. Corwin, delivered in the 
Senate last Wednesday, was an extraordinary ef¬ 
fort. The Senate was crowded; every avenue 
thronged with listeners. He occupied about two 
hours and a half in its delivery, but commanded 
profound attention to the last. His position was 
a bold one, but such as sound reason has al¬ 
ways demanded. Only one way of restraining the 
President was left—that of withholding supplies. 
Mr. Corwin had voted nay upon every bill for 
raising men or money for the war, during this ses¬ 
sion, and his speech was a triumphant vindication 
of his votes. It was quite as unpalatable to many of 
his political friends as to his enemies. The speech 
created a deep and general sensation, and wher¬ 
ever read must incline the hearts ofthe people to 
peace. It is republished in the New York Tri¬ 
bune, and we intend to make liberal extracts 
from it. 

MR. ADAMS’S RECEPTION. 

Saturday morning last, while Washington Hunt 
was addressing the Committee of the Whole in 
the House on the three million bill, the venerable 
J ohn Quincy Adams made his appearance at the 
door of the hall. Mr. Hunt stopped; the whole 
House rose; all eyes were turned upon the form 
of one risen as it were from the grave. Mr. Holmes, 
of South Carolina, and Mr. Moseley, of New York, 
conducted him to his seat, which, having been oc¬ 
cupied through the session by Mr. Johnson, of 
Tennessee, was gracefully yielded to the man who 
had honored it so long. Mr. Adams, much affected 
by this striking demonstration of respect, made 
a suitable acknowledgment, but in so low a tone 
that few could hear him. Many were the cordial 
greetings he received from members of both par¬ 
ties, who crowded about his seat, and no one shook 
him more heartily by the hand than Charles J. In- 
gersoll! 

How strange that there are so few honest, fear¬ 
less, and independent men, when honesty, fearless¬ 
ness, and independence, can command respect like 
this! 

WILMOT’S PROVISO. 

By reference to the report ofthe Congressional 
proceedings, it will be seen that, after all the fears 
entertained by some of the action ofthe House of 
Representatives on the subject, Wilmot’s proviso 
has been sanctioned by that body, and the bill 
upon which it is engrafted sent to the Senate. As 
we have already said, its fate there is fixed. The 
South has a majority of four Senators, Wisconsin 
not being in the Union yet, and Iowa not having 
elected her Senators. The proviso will be stricken 
out, as the anti-slavery clause of the Oregon bill 
has been, or a compromise will be attempted. The 
bill certainly will not pass the Senate with its 
present amendment. The law has gone forth. Mr. 
Calhoun announced his intention in the speech he 
delivered the other day, and Mr. Westcott follow¬ 
ed him precisely in his declaration. Both took it 
for granted, as a thing not for a moment to be 
doubted, that no Southern Senator would vote for 
such a bill. 

We shall analyze the vote of the House next 
week. 

MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Last Saturday, a Message was read in Con- 
gressj recommending additional war measures. 
He talks, in stereotyped phrase, of the vigorous 
prosecution of the war—recommends that power 
be given by Congress to organize into brigades 
and divisions the additional force it authorized ; to 
re-enlist the volunteers in Mexico, if necessary, at 
the close of the term for which they were engaged; 
to fill vacancies that may occur in the volunteer 
forces; and, finally, he again recommends a tax on 
tea and coffee, and the graduation and reduction 
of the price of the public lands. 

The several portions of this message were ap¬ 
propriately referred. 


MR. CILLEY — SENATOR FROM MASSACHU¬ 
SETTS-PUBLIC MEETING IN BOSTON—JlKIT- 
ISH GUIANA. 

Amesburv, Mass., 5 th 2 d mo., 1847. 
The proposition of Senator Cilley to withdraw 
the troops of tho United States from Mexico, was 
an excellent one; but I am sorry to see his expla¬ 
nation of it. Something of allowanoe must un¬ 
doubtedly be made for the habits of thought and 
feeling of a military man; hut, as a member of the 
Liborty party of the North, I cannot do otherwise 
than utterly repudiate the suggestion of drilling 
and disciplining our armies on the borders of 
Mexico, for the purpose of a more successful in¬ 
vasion than the present promises to be. The view 
of Joshua R. Giddings seems to me the true one: 
Withdraw our armies from Mexico, not by way 
of preparation for a more murderous onslaught 
hereafter, but for the purpose of opening the way 
to a peaceable adjustment of the questions at issue 
between the two nations. In such a course, on 
the part of the United States—successful as tho 
American arms have been in every contest, and 
with the American flag already floating over half 
the territory of Mexico; and taking into consid¬ 
eration tho immense superiority of our land and 
naval forces, and of our resources for carrying on 
the war—there could be no disgrace and no con¬ 
cession incompatible with true honor. On the 
contrary, it would be in the highest degree mag¬ 
nanimous and praiseworthy. It would do more 
to make our Government and democratic institu¬ 
tions respected and honored throughout the world, 
than fifty Palo Alto and Monterey victories. The 
Boston Whig says, and I fear very justly, that 
“Senator Cilley has yielded to the war-storm.” 
Certain it is, that he can look for no response to 
his sentiments from the anti-slavery men of tho 
North. 


A Senator is to be chosen by our Legislature 
at its present session — the term of Governor 
Davis expiring this year. I have some faint hope 
that the person selected may, in a degree at least, 
represent the rising fooling on the subject of 
slavery. There are hearty friends: of freedom in 
the Legislature, who, although nominally Whigs, 
are not disposed to follow their party in a wrong 
direction. Out of it, there are many who sympa¬ 
thize with them. Whether they Will be able to 
make an advance step in the election of Senator, is 
certainly very doubtful. The great overshadow¬ 
ing interests of trade and manufactures, blight 
and dwarf the humanity of Massachusetts. Here, 
as elsewhere, tho greed of Gain, the intense selfish¬ 
ness of Traffick, have a natural aversion to the 
doctrine that the Rights of Persons are more sa¬ 
cred than those of Property. There are noble, 
and generous, and. liberty-loving men among the 
merchant princes and corporation lords of our 
metropolis; but far too many seem disposed to ver¬ 
ify the sarcasm of McFingal’s assertion, that there 


“ Merchants, who for Sa 


Massachusetts needs, as lior rightful representa¬ 
tives at this time, in the United States Senate, 
men of “sterner stuff” than I fear she is likely 
to have—men not likely to talk to death a Wil- 
mot proviso, or to pledge the North against.Lib- 
erty, “under an October sun”—men, in short, 
whom tho skilfullest manipulators of your great 
Congressional kneading-trough at Washington 
could never work up into dough-faces. 

Last night, a great meeting was held in Faneuil 
Hall, by those in favor of the recall of our troops 
from Mexico. Addresses were made by Charles 
Sumner, Judge Williams, Theodore Parker, and 
others. The meeting was shamefully disturbci’ 
by the riotous conduct of a large body of the 
“ volunteers,” who interrupted, and, in some in¬ 
stances, entirely drowned the voice of the speak¬ 
ers. Colonel Cushing has a courage of which 
Falstaff could hot boast, if ho is willing to “ march 
through Coventry” with suoh a graceless set of 
vagabonds as are collected in the “ Massachusetts 
regiment.” 

I see by the People’s Journal (London) that the 
emancipated blacks in British Guiana -Ijtive been 
setting a good example to white laborers every¬ 
where, Large numbers have made themselves free¬ 
holders, through co-partnership or association; anil^ 
instead of toiiingon as hired laborers on the old es¬ 
tates of their former masters, have become proprie¬ 
tors themselves, either in partnership or o: 
principle of the Fourier associations in this coun¬ 
try. The editors of the Journal copy from a list, 
printed by order of the Government., extending 
over twenty pages of foolscap paper, such instances 
as the following: “ Perseverance estate, of 4701 
purchased by 63 associated laborers; Littlefield es¬ 
tate, of 500 acres, by 12 partners; Lovely Lass 
estate, 500 aores, by 14 associated laborers; North 
Brook estate, 500 acres, by 84 laborers.” These 
estates, judging from the prices, from $1,700 to 
$10,000, were those which had been worn out by 
improvident cultivation. 

The Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society have issued an address, 
strongly recommending the principle of abstinence 
from the products of slave labor. They say that 
“ it must bo obvious to all reflecting minds, that 
is the demand which exists for slave produc 
which is the chief support of slavery. It is this 
which keeps open the slave markets. May it no 
therefore, be said, that to the commission of 
great amount of crime, and the infliction of ui 
paralleled sufferings on a large portion of man¬ 
kind, do the consumers of slave produce, however 
unintentionally, furnish the motive ? ” 

They regard the late removal of the duties ... 
slave-grown sugar as a measure directly calculated 
to inorease the slave trade, and strengthen slavery. 

. J. G. W. 


20,000 receiving a religious education, we have 
89,341 receiving instruction, or an average of 1 to 
; 35. One-seventh less than before the revolution. 
Louis Philippe would he better employed in devis¬ 
ing means to educate these poor children than in 
intriguing in every Court iu Europe to marry his 

Wiidows and Widowers.— The English Regis¬ 
trar General’s report discloses some curious facta 
relating to married life. Husbands and wives, 
married at 26, live, on an average, 26 years togeth¬ 
er ; the widows living rather more than 10 years 
after their husbands’ deaths, and the widowers 
nearly 9 years after their wives’ deaths. When 
the husband is 40 and the wife 30, the mean time 
of married life is 21 years; the widows living 13 
years after their husbands, and the widowers only 
5 years after the deaths of their wives. This 
should be a good argument with men in favor of 
early marriages. 

The English Government ano War .—A. suf¬ 
ficient reason why, as things now exist, the system 
of war will not only continue, but extend, in Eng¬ 
land, is found in the fact that both Houses of Par¬ 
liament are filled by officers who receive pay as 
such from the country. 

In the House of Lords there ore 118 officers,, 
and in the House of Commons 140. As long as 
these men have their own interests to serve, the 
country will look in vain for any legislation favor¬ 
ing the principles of peace. 

It is estimated that the sums expended in the 
naval and military establishments, during the last 
year, would have been more than sufficient to 
purchase food for the starving Irish during the 
whole period until the next harvest-. Hostility 
to war is making itself felt already in England. 
The people are learning that peace is the only true 
policy; and the same overwhelming tide of pop¬ 
ular sentiment which achieved such a signal tri¬ 
umph over the corn laws, will yet beat the sword 
into a 'ploughshare, and convert the floating bat¬ 
teries, which now carry terror and death to the 
weak and defenceless, into" floating granaries, which 
shall carry food to the hungry, and bear the fruits 
of peaceful industry and skill to the remotest ends 
of the earth. 

Jeremy Bentham. —Miss Fuller, in her last let¬ 
ter from Europe, mentions a visit paid to Dr. 8. 
Smith, the friend of Bentham. to whom, he be¬ 
queathed his skeleton, after first giving the sur¬ 
geons the benefit of his body for dissection. Dr. 
Smith has dressed the skeleton in the clothes that. 
Bentham habitually wore, stuffed to the full pro¬ 
portions, and with a wax face of pleasant expres¬ 
sion. The figure sits amidst the doctor's guests, 
a rather pleasing and certainly very novel com¬ 
panion. It is said that Bentham gave his body to 
the surgeons, in order to oppose the popular pre¬ 
judice against dissection. 

Civilization Advancing. —The Constitution of 
Wisconsin, just framed, allows the wife to hold all 
property, real and personal, owned by her at the 
time of her marriage, and also all that she may 
acquire after her marriage, as her separate’ prop¬ 
erty. This is as it should be. In many of the old 
States, as far as law can accomplish that object, 
women are deprived of personal identity. Though 
they have many privileges, they have but few 
rights; and of these rights men are the sole judges. 
It will not be so always. 

The Dutch Government has declared Macassar, 
in the Eastern Archipelago, a free port. 

Is it so?— The registrar general of births, 
deaths, and marriages, in England, announces that 
marriages have decreased so greatly amongst the 
Quakers, that they will probably shortly become 
extinct; and that “ Quakers appear to be dissolv¬ 
ing into the general population of the country, un¬ 
der the benign influenoe of religious toleration.” 


Amesbury, WtliHd month, 1847. 

Since my last date, the election of United States 
Senator haa taken place In our Legislature. Gov. 
Davis was re-eleoted by a small majority. Joshua 
Leavitt, the Liberty candidate, received seven 
votes. 

The election in New Hampshire is now near at 
hand; and great exertions are made by all parties, 
in their triangular warfare. The old pro-slavery 
managers of the Democratic party are denying 
their own acts of infamy in voting for the gag 
rule in Congress, and for slavery resolutions in 
the State Legislature. They studiously endeavor 
to keep in the back ground the real question at, 
issue. The Whigs, having been foolish enough to 
nominate Daniel Webster for the Presidency, got 
little credit for their professions of anti-Blaverj. 
The Liberty men and Independents, as far as 1 
can learn, act in entire harmony, and I confidently 
expect that they will largely increase their vote. 

I learn with deep regret, by the last arrival 
from England, of the death of Joseph John Gur¬ 
ney, of Norwich. He was a generous, warm¬ 
hearted philanthropist, and an ac,tive member of 
tho British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 
He was a brother of the celebrated Elizabeth Fry. 

J. G. W. 


Tea in Ireland. —The consumption of tea has 
enormously increased in Ireland. This is attribut¬ 
ed to the use of bread instead of potatoes. Bread 
requires a diluent; potatoes do not—though it is 
to be feared that the poor Irish took whiskey with 
their potatoes in greater quantities than would be 
necessary to dilute the driest food. 

Creditable. —The Missouri Legislature re¬ 
cently expelled one of its members (B. F. Walker) 
for grossly insulting a lady in the street, and af¬ 
terwards whipping her husband for demanding an 
explanation. The resolution expelling him de¬ 
clared his conduct to be infamous, unfiting him to 
associate with gentlemen, and represent a decent 
constituency. Could not such a rule become gen¬ 
eral? 

New Liberty Paper. —The Genius of Liberty is 
the name of a new weekly paper just commenced 
at Ludlow, Vermont. 

Abolition of Slavery in Delaware.— The se¬ 
lect committee of the Delaware Legislature, to 
which was referred the petitions Of numerous citi¬ 
zens, praying the abolition of slavery in that State, 
have reported a bill in accordance with the wishes 
of the petitioners. There is no doubt it will be- 


BRIEF NOTICES OF CURRENT EVENTS, Set. 

A Railroad from Cincinnati to St. Louis is 
contemplated. Already have meetings been held in 
both cities to further the enterprise. Committees 
of correspondence have been appointed, and a con¬ 
vention is proposed to be hold in May next, at In¬ 
dianapolis, to devise measures to accomplish the 
great work. 

The meeting at Cincinnati adopted a resolution 
expressive of the interest felt by the citizens in 
the completion ofthe Baltimore and Ohio railroad to 
the Ohio river, and a committee of five was appoint¬ 
ed, to correspond with a similar committee at St. 
Louis', and such committees as may be appointed 
along the line ofthe projected road, to mature such 
plans as will insure tho success ofthe enterprise 

This line of railway will, when completed, give 
a mighty impulse to the growth of the great West• 
It traverses an immense region, with a soil of un¬ 
surpassed fertility and exhaustless mineral wealth, 
whose vast resources will be speedily developed by 
the stimulus of a ready market. 


Romp lias been visited by terrible inundations ; 
the distress is great; the amount of property de¬ 
stroyed is serious. Tho new Pope has mitigated 
their hardships by his purse and his personal ex¬ 
ertions. 

Several slight shocks of an earthquake have late¬ 
ly been felt in the neighborhood of Marseilles. 

Two Noble Children.— The Now York cor¬ 
respondent of the Bosftn Recorder relates a beau¬ 
tiful incident which iceently occurred at the Mis¬ 
sion Sabbath Schoolof German children in that 
city. 

By the offer ofrcwnrds, an active rivalry was 
excited in tho ,«mbol. Amongst the children was 
a little girl m>aed Sophia, who, having greater ad¬ 
vantages ant a much better education than the 
rest, had f«' several months carried off the prize. 
Caroline/nother pupil, learned forty-four proof 
texts, beflg all that her teacher formed for her 
and, to^ke sure of success, committed to memory 
twenf ’“ore verses, making sixty-four in all Rut 


The Magnetic Tkleg raimi and Post Office.— 
Much anxiety is felt on the subject ofthe purchase of 
the magnetic telegraph by tho General Government 
It is suggested that it should carry on its opera- 
is as a part of the Post Office system—such be¬ 
ing the amount of business now transacted by th 
telegraph on the groat, mail routes, that douR 
lines are required. Most of these lines arc <’*“ 
trolled by private companies, or individuals* 1 ? 1 * 
yield dividends of twenty-five per cent. It ;sa id 
that the Boston line, if well managed, wot* earB 

le hundred per cent, annually on tho ca tal ®m- 
ployed. This newmode of doing business’ * sal 'gu- 
ed, will cause an immense falling off in ^Post Of¬ 
fice revenue, and the profits of the teli’ a P l1 should 
be secured to the Department "as as P° s " 
sible. Whether it would prove’ profitable a 
speculation under the control o*v°vernraent as 
when conducted by private ente* ase >’ s extremely 
doubtful; for while the priva ? lies are yielding 
venty-five per cent, profit? 1 ® rece ’Pts on the 
only line owned by Gover 1011 * do not P a J *i? e 
expenses. Of course, thi 3 tlie r ®olt of a 
of economy iu its mans 11 ® 11 * 1 and should such 
prove the result offurt’’ experiment, it will ren¬ 
der the proposed mea- e oaeof extremely doubt¬ 
ful policy. 

Education in Ff CIi ’—Education has rapidly 
declined in Fran' Since tJl ° int ™duction of the 
present system monopoly invested in the uni¬ 
versity. In t)^’ ear 17 ®% there were 562 public 
colleges At ‘ :scnt ’ t,l ° number of colleges and 
communal r >o1 * docs not ex ceecl 358. Differ¬ 
ence, 204 ” before the revolution, these col¬ 
leges had’ 747 - P u P iIs I at present, all the colleges 
and scl s ’ botl1 P uWio au <l private, do not in¬ 
clude’ 69,341 c]l ildi'en and youths. Difference, 

3 40f’ 8- At Present, France contains 34,000,000 

0 f 5*oitants; of these, 3,182,397 are children, 
f j. tube the number 69,341,.at present receiving 
...uction under the university, and add to them 


,0 time Sophia had learned fifty-nine proofs, and 
’ Justly entitled to tho reward, which was a 
bmlsomely bound New Testament. 

The superintendent seems to have been anxious 
bestow the reward upon the most industrious 
scholar, and, upon the close ofthe exercises, bestow¬ 
ed the prize upon Caroline, saying that Sophia 
had learned fifty-nine proofs, and Caroline sixty- 
four verses, both deserved the gift, but Caroline 
had learned most, and it was hers. 

This was a temptation that few children could 
have resisted. The prize was given for the great- 
est number of proof texts, and the superintendent 
seemed willing to count all the versos she had 
learned as proofs. This she would not agree to 
Trembling and faltering, she told him that she had 
learned but forty-four proof texts, although she 
had learned sixty-four verses, ai d sat down pale 
and distressed, but evidently satisfied with herself. 

The book was then given to Sophia, who, in¬ 
stead of retaining it, requested that it might be 
given to Caroline, who had worked so hard to ob¬ 
tain it. The teachers at first looked on with sur¬ 
prise and admiration, but the honesty and gene¬ 
rosity of these noble children soon drew tears 
from their eyes, that could not be restrained. 

It- was Joseph Wadsworth, jun, of Arcade, New 
York, who furnished our office with the beautiful 
map which w 
Woodworth, as 


3 noticed last week, and not Mr. 
i our types made us say. 


We hear from various counties in New York, 
at our paper, No. 4, of January 28th, had not 
been received for more than a week after it was 
duo. Probably the mail bag for that State, and 
part of Vermont, miscarried, or was suffered to 
remain in some post office on the way. We are 
confident that the fault was not in the post office 
this city. We hope, ere this, that the papers 
have all been received by our subscribers. They 
were mailed here in good season. 
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SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES, be taxed. On the contrary, he has been coming till it is revoked by the Government. This has 

Mli. CHOATE’S SFEE.OHON THE AlilEN STATE j n 011 tllis t!me > 80 far as t' bo Mill of Congress has never been done. 

TAX CASE. been manifested, duty free. It is therefore the The laws and policy of the United States in re- r , TT „ , ,. . , 

[concluded from fourth PAGE.] duty as well as the power of this court, to collect gard to aliens have been and are addressed to aliens. In “ e “ 01l80 > a rcso ' ltl0n to * crnunate de " 

has boon expressly adjudged. A State law, there- tbe notorious aggregate of facts in the legislative They are a perpetual invitation to come in free of bate on tbe million bill next Monday was 

fore, which is a clear and undoubted commercial history of the country on this point of alien tax, duty. Everybody who is influenced by a law, is laid upon the table. 

regulation, is ipso facto null and void—void per se. and interpret and ascertain the will of the Gen- presumed to know it and to act upon it. The ex- The House went into Committee of the Whole 
Such is the doctrine of this court, in the Gibbons eral Government on the day of the passage of this istence of our liberty with its irrepressible ray- , , 

and Ogden case; that path was of light, shining law b Y the State of Massachusetts, and if it finds ing forth, carries with the invitation the warmth ' T ‘ r ' 

more and more to absolute results.—3 Coweii, p. that the whole policy of Congress has been to ad- of a hearty welcome. From the Declaration' of Mr - -Dobbin contended that slavery was a scrip- 

713; Story’s Com., 2d vol., p. 513; 11 Peters, p. mit the alien duty free, it is bound to declare the Independence down to the present hour, our laws tural institution. 

158; 15 Peters, p. 511, &c. lawof Massachusetts repugnanttothelaws of Con- and our policy have been a perpetual proclamation Mr. Bayly, of Virginia, denounced Wilmot’s 

The heresy that a Statemay exeroise the power K r ®fs ai >d the Constitution.. . of glad tidings to the alien. proviso, 

of Congress when and where Congress does not Suppose that a philosophical foreigner—a Mon- The question of collision between the laws of , , n 

exorcise the power granted to it, had its origin in tesquieu or a De Tocqueville—should inquire the United States and this law of Massachusetts Mr> Cx,LES presented the views of the central 

n discussion, some years after the adoption of the Mhat Mas Ac will of the American Government is passed over. Non nostrum, sed vestnm, 8,-c. slave States. He held that slavery would in time 

Constitution, respecting the validity of an un- in 1837, when this law of Massachusetts was made, James Norris, of St. John’s, in New Brunswick, be extinct in the South. 

guardedly drawn law of the State of New York, respecting the admission of aliens into these United is the plaintiff in this action—a stranger and an Mr GoRIlOX spoke earnestly in support of the 

One party contended that it trenched upon the States; suppose them to inquire how it came to be alien friend. The persons for whom this exaction w ., , 

Constitution, to which was intrusted the exclu- tbat aliens were admitted duty free into the coun- of two dollars was made on the plaintiff, are nine- munot P r0Vls0 - 
sive regulation of the subject-matter. The coun- try for fifty years, without any express law of Con- teen nameless alien friends. This court is no re- The Committee rose. 

sol on the other side replied, that there was a gross to that effect; suppose them to ask, whether specter of persons. The heart swells with pride, A message was received from the President, an- 

large body of local laws, such as sanitary laws, ^ absence of direot action on that subject by that a stranger should invoke the interposition of pouncing that he had signed the ten regiment biU. 
and others of that nature, which the States had an Congress was a casus omissus, or an exercise of the such a tribunal as this, against suoli a defendant, Th f , . . „ 

unquestionable right to make, even though there governmental will-whether it was the result of to settle the great principle involved in this dis- ^ be joint resolution of thanks to Gen. laylor 

might be some ingredient in them which indirect- forgetfulness or policy, wisdom or foolishness? pute. Mas referred to the Committee on Military Af- 

Iy affected commerce. The next step was, for Before these questions can be answered, it must But James Norris and his co-plaintiffs are not fairs. 

counsel to seize upon this idea, and, arguendo, to bc borne in min'- 1 ) that, when the Government has the only plaintiffs in this cause. The honor of Friday, February 12. 

expand it, until it was asserted that the States had the P owel ' to tax the alien, and does not tax him, America is here by his side, anxious lest the great Mr. Ashley, from the Committee on the Judi- 

the right to make any commercial regulation, in a proof of design to admit him free of tax; and wise policy of the Union shall be broken down ciary) submitted a report on the memorial of Rob- 


moro and more to absolute results.—3 Cowen, p. 
7-13; Story’s Com., 2d vol., p. 513; 11 Peters, p. 
.158 ; 15 Peters, p. 511, &c. 


The heresy that a Statemay exeroise the power gross and the Constitution., 
of Congress when and where Congress does not Suppose that a philosophical fori 
exorcise the power granted to it, had its origin in tesquieu or a De Tocqueville—: 
a discussion, some years after the adoption of t-ho jvhat was the will of the America 
Constitution, respecting the validity of an un- m 1837, when this law of Massachu 
guardedly drawn law of the State of New York, respecting the admission of aliens in 
One party contended that it trenched upon the States; suppose them.to inquire he 


that the whole policy of Congress has been to ad- of a hearty welcome. From the Declaration of 
mit the alien duty free, it is bound to declare the Independence down to the present hour, our laws 
lawof Massachusetts repugnant to the laws of Con- and our policy have been a perpetual proclamation 


Mr. Gordon spoke earnestly in support of the 
Wilmot proviso. 

The Committee rose. 

A message was received from the President, an- 


The joint resolution of thanks to Gen. Taylor 
is referred to the Committee on Military Af- 


oounsel to seize upon this idea, and, arguendo, to bc borne in min< l, that, when the Government has the only plaintiffs in this cause. The honor of Friday, February 12. 

expand it, until it was asserted that the States had tbe P owel- to tax tbe alien, and does not tax him, America is here by his side, anxious lest the great Mr. Ashley, from the Committee on the Judi- 
the right to make any commercial regulation, in it is a proof of design to admit him free of tax; and wise policy of the Union shall be broken down ciarv submitted a renort oh the memorial nfRnb 

the absence of tlie exercise of the powtr by Con- »is a settled rule, for one department of Gov- by the acts of the States. The millions of our CI “ r £ submltted a re P ort 011 tke memorial of Rob- 

gress. There is no trace of this idea in any other ernment never to impute forgetfulness or blunder adopted countrymen are here, co-plaintiffs in this ert uw en. 

quarter than in tlie vehement and bold disquisi- to another department, of Government, because the case, anxious that the past policy of the General After some unimportant business, the Senate 
tions of counsel in argument. lattl3r does not exercise its powers. The general Government shall be preserved inviolate, in order proceeded to the consideration of the question of 

The question has been asked, why the States ™J® m freedom to come and go without restraint, that their friends,, whom they have left behind, privilege, involved in the following resolutions • 

were not prohibited in the Constitution from mak- The absence of any rule to restrain, therefore, is shall have the privilege to come and drmk of the Resolce d That the editors ot the Untalan™™, ,'t 

ing commercial regulations? The thirteen origi- evidence of design that the general rule shall stand, wells of national life in this glorious land, on the listed in the city ofWashington-having, intiS 

nal States had been trying for years to regulate The ordinary course of legislation is to restrain, same terms they themselves were permitted to contained in a number of that paper dated the 9th of Febrn- 

commerce, and they had found it as impossible as to not Pfnnit The silence of the legislator is come and drink of them. ■ boifZv f a ™ ter . of 

lift the Atlantic ocean in mid-heaven, and to pass P x ’ oof of b '» permission. When nothing is said, But if James Norris is only here, he has in- to the flior of the Senate privilege or admission 

beneath it. They saw that the States of the old Sllence presumes assent. structed his counsel to say to this oourt, that he Be it further resolved, That the report of the proceedings 

world were suffering under the same evil, in a Also, before answering these questions, it must has a calm reliance upon the learning and wisdom, aSWly* the 8th day of February, in relation to the 
greater or loss degree. And tlie Constitution is be remembered, that, when the. supreme regulating upon the past and present greatness of the court. 

the, result of th<j determination of the original power ot a State has been actively exercised over that the court will do full justice in the cause, to the body; and that the reporters for that paper be exclud- 

States to do what they could not do in their sepa- ? S encra l subject that includes a particular sub- If these fail, then the pillared firmament is rotten- c 5k? p o he * esidue of the session, from a place in the gallery 
rate condition. Had it contained a preamble to J? ct —as commerce, which includes the transporta- ness, and earth’s base is built on stubble ! of the Senate. 


First. Wilmot’s proviso was Moved: proceedings of conventions. 

Mr. Dromgoole raised the question of order, Weprescnt, in an abridged form, reports of the 
and, at his request, the Clerk read a rule thought ‘ proceedings of various State Liberty Conventions, 
to exclude the amendment. retaining sueh parts. of The - rpports as will give a 

The Chair overruled the point of order. An idea of the spirit and principles of the Con- 
appeal was taken, and tellers wore demanded on ventions. It would be impossible to. publish all 

the question, ‘'Shall the decision of the Chair the reports at length. 

stand?” Carried—yeas 116, nays 83. Messrs. - 

Sawyer, Cunningham, of Ohio, and a few other Proceedings of the Liberty Convention in 4 
Northern members, voting nay. „ . , R ,?? DK . i . ,• 

n, r, , , .. , Pursuant to a call issued by the State Central 

Mr. Douglass moved a resolution embracing Committee, a Convention of the friends of Liberty 
the Missouri compromise lino as ft substitute for in Rhode island met at Mechanics’Hall, in the 

the proviso. Lost—yeas 82, nays 109. Messrs, city of Providence, on Wednesday, January 27, 

Sawyer, Cunningham, Strong, Bfodhead, and a and was called to order by B. E. Borden secretary 
tvt , T ' of the State committee. Christopher Comstock, 

few other Northern men, voting for it. of South Kingstown, was chosen President; Dr! 

Mr. Graham moved to amend the amendment Hiram Allen, of Cumberland, and Wm. H. Hud- 
by striking out all after the word “provided,” and son, of Providence, Vice Presidents; and B. E. 
inserting— ‘ Borden, Secretary. 

“That anv territory which may hereafter be acquired by Tke Convention was addressed in an able man- 
the United States from Mexico shall be disposed of according n.cr by the Hon. Win. Jackson, of Newton, Mass. 
to e fc ke terms and conditions of the Missouri compromise line Th© business committee reported a series of reso- 
St lu *lT for th0 consideration of the Convention.' 
west to the Pauifie ocean. That is, slavery shall bo prohibit- which were read and laid On the table, to be taken 
cd north of that line, and tolerated south of it, if a majority up whenever the Convention should be disposed 
ComtlSn« nany n0W St ® ted^isl, ' eanda ’ ^t^Il0^IZeitb y tllei, ' to entertain them. Rev. Mr. Lovejoy road an ad- 
m,. , , . . , , , dress from the State committee, to the people of 

This amendment was also rejected on a vote by Rhodc Isltmd wWch was ado and v0 Llt 0 be 
tellers—yeas SI,nays 104. published. Addresses were made by Rev. J. C. 

The question was then taken on the proviso, Lovejoy, Rev. B. D. Pock, Wm. Adams, Rev. Mr. 
which is as follows: Phiiamore, and Mr. Wentworth. Dr. Hiram 

« Provided, further, that there shall be neither slavery nor Alle ?> Wm ' H ' Hudson, and C. Comstock, were 
involuntary servitude in any territory on the continent of appointed a committee to nominate State officers. 
America which shall hereafter be acquired by or annexed to The Convention then adjourned to 6% o’clock 

XY^nner whatever’exeept f^mraes wheS?he pa # r"y P ' M '> to hear the re P orfc of the 
shail have been duly convioted: Provided, always. That any mittee. 

person escaping into suoh territory from whom labor or ser- The Convention met at 6J4 o’olook. The nom- 

f^*^ rc r tcJ tho “ ng - named 

territory, to the person claiming his or her labor or service.” candidates for State officers: 

The vote stood—yeas 110, nays 89. Messrs. PV Governor.- Edward Harris, of Cumberland. 

„ . , , .. . n , -fivt • n, For IAeutenant Governor. —Jacob D. Babcock, of 


“That any territory which may 
he United States from Mexico sh;ii 


This amendment was also rejected 
tellers—yeas 81,nays 104. 

The question was then taken o: 
which is as follows: 

“ Provided,further, that there shall be ne: 
involuntary servitude in any territory on 
America which shall hereafter be acquired 1 


bo bold at Warren, to bc appointed at an early 
! day by the executive committee of the Liberty 
Association. 

Mission to the South .—W e or e happy to announce 
that pecuniary arrangements were made for amis¬ 
sion to the South. The Rev. Mr. Blakeslce, of 
Hudson, in the course of a speech denouncing the 
sentiments of one of the reports, condemnatory 
of the chnrches-and missionary societies, in with¬ 
holding the Gospel from-the South, pledged him¬ 
self for $100 toward the support of any one who 
could be found to go South oti such a mission. 

George SratRnm .—Much of the interest of the 
Convention was derived from the spirited and 
powerful speeches of Mr. Hradliurn. 

The following persons wore then appointed offi¬ 
cers of the Northern Ohio Liberty Association 
for the ensuing year: 

Executive Committee .—Edward Wade, J. L. Wat¬ 
son, M. H. Hikkok, and L. L. Rice, of Cleveland; 
James H. Paine, of Painesvillo; Leicester King, 
of Warren ; Arvine Wales, of Massillon. 

Recording Secretary. —F. B. Pratt, Cleveland. 

Corresponding ft Secretary .—James Wade, jun., 


by virtue of this appropriation 
iver, except for crimes whereo 


this effect: “ Whereas we have been trying for a ‘ lon of alien passengers—and the whole field has 
number of years to regulate commerce, and have bean covered with a series of legislation, it is a 
found it impossible, and therefore we have made a universal rule of law that the whole subject has 
General Government, to which we have given the boen full y ln tbe "'in' 1 ° f lawgiver, and that 
power and right to do that which we could not P omission to legislate upon the particular sub- 


do,” &c, it would have expressed the truth of the Ject—as to tax the alien passenger—is a conclu- 
then existing state of things. The States could »» proof'of a design to erect a system of no tax- 
impose duties, &o a before the Constitution; but ation ofThe adieu. 

the Constitution was made to restrain them from . Starting with these principles, it is proposed to 
plundering caoh other by their several systems of answer the questions of the foreign philosophical 
imposts duties. inquirer, and to show him that the will of the 

In regard to the retainer of power by the States, American Government m 1S37 was, that tho alien 
it is true of all things which they did not throw stranger should be admitted duty free; and that 
into the general partnership of States under the tlxc absence of the direct action of Congress on the 
Constitution—such ns the right to lny out roads subject is not the result of forgetfulness, but as 


mt at New York, from Liverpool, bringing 


sngcr—is a conolu- London dates to the 20th ultimo. 


kin their borders, &c. Before the Constitu- 
l, the thirteen States had thirteen national 
imerces, but the Constitution fused those com- 


ted States—the stars and stripes of 


raters—not a drop— rcn soe ptre. They purposed that Congress should 
t it is United States F ocee(i without delay and unsleepingly to admitt¬ 
ed States sliips over lster the power granted to it. Congress, upon 
:. How absurd, then, a ss umin S thc tru st, did proceed to lay the founda- 


crccL a system oi no iax- Parliament opened on the 19th ultimo, 
rinciples, it is proposed to Tho Quieen's speech is, as usual, about one-tenth 
“ the foreign philosophical as long as a personal explanation of a member of 
him that the will of the Congress. 

ittedlirATefandthat ***? and ***** <*** 

i action of Congress on the mecllftte rclief > are lts Prominent themes. 

It of forgetfulness, but as 1“ Ireland, outrages on public works are rife, 
governmental will as if it The statement about the purchase of fire-arms 

ounced. was rather exaggerated. 

red/by^tho^xpress' terns . The faI T e is increasin & Thc I’ rice of P™vi- 

tli the supremo power to SI011S risen so high as to be beyond the means 
to establish a uniform rule of many of the laborers who have employment, 
the supreme power to ad- “ I know men,” said the Rev. Mr. Bagley, at a 
and to advance them to ab- public meeting recently, “ to be working two en- 
infor upon Congress a bar- ti . ro <la y 8 u P on tho F bUo roaAs without ever tast- 


clear a revelation of the governmental will as if it 
had been expressly announced. 

Tho Government of these United States, at its 
organization, was endowed, by the express terms 
of the Constitution, with the supreme power to 
regulate commerce and to establish a uniform rule 
of naturalization; with the supreme power to ad¬ 
mit aliens free of duty, and to advance them to ab¬ 
solute citizenship. 

Nor did the people confer upon Congress a bar- 


body, a system of regulations; and u 


i granted to the Government of the whole j 


power of Congress. The statute hook exhibits, in they said tl 


ing a morsel of food—[great sensation.]—I know 
many of their families obliged to go to bed for two 
successive night.?, without tasting a morsel of food; 
and I know that not many days since, Tim Mc¬ 
Carthy, on the Strand, and his family, for forty- 
eight hours, had not eaten a morsel of food, but, as 


Mr. Yulee spoke at length in -support of the 
resolutions. 

After a protracted discussion by Messrs. Cal¬ 
houn, Turney, and Allen, (which we have noticed 
at length in another place,) the Senate adjourned. 

In the House, Mr. Rathbun attempted to intro¬ 
duce a resolution directing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to report forthwith the names of all se¬ 
cret inspectors of the customs; but he failed. 

The House resolved to close debate on the three 
million hill on Monday at 12 M. 

The House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole, and Mr. Stephens, of Georgia, ad¬ 
dressed the Committee in an eloquent speech in 
opposition to the war policy. 

Mr. Dillingham followed in support of thewar, 
as well as of Wilmot’s proviso. He said: 

But- gentlemen contended that, by prohibiting slavery from 
that territory, they would shut out the South from all parti¬ 
cipation in its advantages. Not so. He was told that, In tire 
Southern States, of the white male inhabitants of twenty-one 
years of age and upwards, only one-fourth were owners of 
slaves. Three-fourths of the Southern population, then may 
improve that territory, if they choose. The disadvantages of 
the prohibition to the South, then, were not worth naming, 
compared with the curse which would bc brought upon the 
newly-acquired territory by tolerating slavery there. Igno¬ 
rance was the strength of slavery’s chains, “knowledge was 
power.” Educate the slaves, and their manacles would drop 
from them, despite all the efforts of their oppressors. Slave¬ 
holders were aware of this trntli, and therefore kept their 


The vote stood—yeas 110, nays 89. Messrs. Aor Gowraor.—Edward Harris, of Cumberland. 

Cunningham, of Ohio, Dunlap, of Maine, Strong, Hopkintef Bab0 °° k ’ ° f ! 

of New York, and a few other Northern members, For Secretary of State .—Samuel R. Jackson, of 
voting nay. Providence. 

An amendment proposing that the appropriation ^^berfand ^ enera ^'~ Ra * le y Bor(len j of 

should not be used till the ratification of a treaty ^For General Treasurer .-William H. Hudson, of 
was voted down. Providence. 

Mr. Dromgoole. of Virginia, as a last resort, For Member of Congress, Eastern District .—John 
moved a substitute for the bill, whioh substantially B °yden, jun., of Cumberland, 
was nothing more than the original bill, without 

the proviso. Of course, no more amendments The report was received, and the above-named 
would be in order, and so Wilmot’s proviso would gentlemen were nominated for State officers and 
have been left among the things that were. members of Congress, to be supported by the 

To goanl against tliis resul^ Mr. Ashmun, of 
Massachusetts, moved to amend Mr. Dromgoole’s a State Central Committee: 


amendment by adding to it the proviso. [A laugh.] William H. Stillman, Hiram Allen, Whipple 
Mr. Dromgoole made a faint opposition to this, Metcalf, Stephen Benedict, Stephen N. Mason, 
m „ rmrtiHnn nf nvriar Obcd Paine, and Leonard Johnson. 

., 1 . , .. . . After able addresses from the Rev. J. C. Love- 

Mr. Ashmun asked him if he would not accept j oy) B . D. Pock, and Phiiamore, the Convention 
the proviso as a modification? [Much laughter.] adjourned sine die. 


lion, each State oould only e . vor y in every page, the marks of this prr 
its own commerce. But if, tical system. It shows regulations respecting to 
on, a State can make com- nage, the admission of foreign goods, &c., and cv 
, will make them, not only a boa y °f regulations applicable to alien passe 


'• A miserable looking man, standing some di 

L°r w 0f I tance from the speaker, here exclaimed-"I a 


Suppose that a proposition had been made in ancl thousands of thousands of aliens have trav- 
tlie Convention to put a clause in the Constitu- ersedtho sea on ships whose prows were turned 
tion to allow the States to regulate their own com- to th,s land of freedom; Congress has been the 
merce till Congress should -do so. What would witness of this sublime, instructive spectacle, this 
such a proposition have amounted to ? Would g ran(l movement of human life hurrying from one 
it not have been the same as saying that the continent to another by tbe resistless law of des- 
several States cannot now regulate their commerce? tbe warm heart of Ireland, thc strong will 

and if tho common functionary whom they have of England, the honest industry of Germany, 
selected to do it shall omit to do so, each State millions from the great hive of Europe, have been 
will give the right to regulate its commerce to the swarming to our shores; and how has this mighty 
other States individually ? Enormous absurdity! ®J rcnm of immigration been met by the American 
It would have been scouted from the Convention Government ? By perfect exemption from all 
with derision. duties ! 

Tho Constitution does not give to Congress the And yet it is now said, that Massachusetts can 
power merely to make commercial laws, as it gave tax these thousands upon thousands of alien stran- 
to Congress the power to make bankrupt laws, gers coming to our shores ! 

But the power over commerce is supreme, exclu- Congress has, during all this time, taxed every Wilmer and Smith s T 
sive, whether it sleeps or wakes, whether it acts possible article—tea, coffee, carriages, &c.—but Government has resolve 
or rests. The moment Congress accepted that bas neTor taxon the alien friend. It has never tion laws, to repeal the 
power, commerce was eo mgtanti being regulated— been gmlty of the madness of even proposing suoh sess j on to prohibit the 
not regulatable «// orbitrmm jnelim but being regu- a tax. On the contrary, it has steadily pursued diatinc.rtes nml to v 
lated forever, or until it, abdicates the truRt, Thus a P obc r whose voice has been one constant, cheer- and wstiueries, and to r 


that time—the process of embarkation frflm Eu- , / ‘ ’ acre exciaimeu— i am 

rope to this country has been going on; thousands McCarthy, and I can prove the truth of that.” 
and thousands of thousands of aliens have trav- [Sensation.] 

ersed the sea on ships whose prows were turned The speech of the French King j s as short as 
w-w 0 8 « la f n iL ?f fr vr dom i C ;° ng T. eES ba s been the that of the English Qneen. Both assume that 

witness of this sublime, instructive spectacle, this *i,-„ i . , ,, . 

grand movement of human life hurrying from one * h y haye Pasted against the annihilation of 
continent to another by the resistless law of des- Crao<n ' r - The King congratulates his subjects on 
tiny; the warm heart of Ireland, the strong will tbe occasion of the marriage of his beloved son, 
of England, tlie honest industry of Germany, the Duke de Montpensicr, to his beloved niece 

JMSstirss; Tk * 7 : 11 ^ t 

stream of immigration been met by the American i' e3 P 0n( * encc between the two Governments. 


they drank the cold Mack Here the Speaker’s hammer fell, and Milton 
ne charitable hand reached Brown denounced the President as guilty of bring- 
of the children fainted on ing on the war. Not a Whig would have voted 
for annexation, he said, had it been known that 
ag man, standing some dis- tbe President would order the army to the Rio 
ker, here exclaimed—“I am Grande. 

1 prove the truth of that.” Mr - Harmanson said: 

They were giving “aid and comfort ” to the enemy in an- 

French King is as short as £'2 S 
Queen. Both assume that 

against the annihilation of would extirpate slavery by sueh a restriction. The people of 
jongratulates his subjects on 


could jp> tou congenial home^he: 


trust, of governing that oountry is always g 
ing that country until it abdicates the 
whether it be by laws written in black let 
cut in the brazen tablets of Rome; or by t 
sonee of laws. Commerce, then, is regul 
the pleasure of the supremo regulator. Hi: 
ment stands loco nostrorum. It is the stam 


:epts the [F “gifting, invil 


There is a scarcity of grain in France, but the The genate was occ ’ ied duri the d 
navigation laws have been suspended * of privilege. At 

The King of Sweden has protested against the , .. F , ,. fe 

incorporation of Cracow by the three Powers. ^ Mr ’J ULEE ^ “row the resolution to ex- 
Wilmer and Smith’s Tin! says that the British Pel ha re Pf ers ’ and tbc Sena e the “ adopted the 
Government has resolved to suspend the naviga- U 10 p.,°, ^ eee or 0 tbo Union ’ 

,. , , . , ,. : „ , g Thomas Ritchie, from the floor of the Senate, bv 

tion laws, to repea the duties on grain of the last ^ followi ^ ; ’ * 

session to prohibit the use of grain in breweries y EAS _ Mes( f rfl . Archer, Badger, Berrien, Butler, Cal 
and distilleries, and to use the whole navy to bring Ciiw. Thomas ciayton, John M. rnytoi, Corwin, Ci 
food from every quarter of the world. ¥ 2 ’™% , J “? 


Mr. Dromgoole strongly objected; he did no 
suoh thing. [Renewed laughter.] 

The proviso was adopted—yeas 105, nays 77. A 
Mr. Dromgoole was caught. There was great 0 * 
laughter, and ■voices were heard, exclaiming, ■' 
“ Dromgoole, they have got the wind of you.” Ho ^ 
earnestly asked the House for leave to withdraw the 
his now deformed progeny. The Chair decided ing 
that he might, if the House would consent; but ua 0 
the House overruled the decision of tho Chair, S® 
only 48 voting to sustain it. j 

Mr. Biggs moved to amend the proviso by re- the 
stricting its operation to territory north of 36 dog. ovei 
30 min. Ruled out of order at first, but subse- 
queutly declared to bc in order. It was then re- or j, 
jected without a count. terr 

The Committee rose, and reported the bill as misi 
amended. The previous question was demanded, 
and the main question was ordered. aad 

The main question was on agreeing to the amend- J, 

ment (the Wilmot proviso) reported by the Com- the 
mittee of the Whole. P ub 

The question was dcoided by yeas and nays, as ° 
follows: pari 

Yeas— Messrs. Abbott, John Quincy Adams, Anderson, “Ni 
Arnold, Ashmun, Benton, Blanchard, Brinkorhoff, Buffington, Pr i- V 
William W. Campbell, John^H. (pam^bell, Carroll, Cathcarfc, 


C. Comstock, President. 

B. E. Borden, Secretary. 

Many excellent resolutions were adopted, some 
of them the same as those passed by the Massa¬ 
chusetts Liberty Convention. We quote a few: 

Resolved, That the systematic manner in wMch 
the annexation of Texas was accomplished, and 
the nation plunged into a war for the strengthen¬ 
ing and extension of tho slave interest, admonishes 
us of tho power of slavery in this oountry, and thc 
necessity of a united effort on thc part of the 
friends of freedom to stay its further progress. 

Resolved, That, while we leave every State in 
the full enjoyment of all its constitutional power 
over the system of slavery within its own borders, 
we solemnly protest against any action on the part 
of our National Government to extend, strengthen, 
or perpetuate slavery, either by the acquisition of 
territory to be formed into slave States, or tho ad¬ 
mission of such States into the Union, as at war 
with the principles of tho Declaration of Inde¬ 
pendence, the Constitution of tho United States, 
and the clearest dictates of humanity. 

Resolved , That the anti-slavery press is among 
the most powerful instrumentalities in reforming 
public sentiment on the subject; that it is the duty 
of Liberty men to extend the circulation of news¬ 
papers devoted to the Liberty cause; and that we 
particularly recommend to their patronage the 
“National Era,” “Emancipator,” and tho “Lib¬ 
erty Advocate.” 


sou, Hungerfori, Washington Hunt, James B. Hunt, Joseph 
R. Ingersoll, Jenkins, James II. Johnson, Kennedy, Daniel l\ 
King, Preston King, Lawrence, Levin, Lewis, Maeiay, Me- 


thirsted for the waters of freedom, to come ai 
drink freely, without money and without price! 
But there is a system of laws relative to tl 


bythe’ab- ali ®a°“ tb 


food from every quarter of the world. 

Businessmen anticipate from all thesem« 
when carried out, a downward tendency 
price of grain. 


Marsh, secretary. 

“?*• Rockwell, John A. Kookwell, Root, Hunk, Russell. Sswtelle. The committee 


Brandon, fan. 27, 1847. 

Pursuant to the call of the State Central Com¬ 
mittee, the friends of freedom convened at the 
Baptist meeting-house, in Brandon. Hon. J. W. 
Hale was appointed chairman pro tern., and J. L. 


ohnson of Louisiana, Mangum, Miller, 
:immons, Unhaoi, Webstcr,Westeotf.,Woc 


-Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Bagbv 
Bright, Cameron, Cass, Chalmers, Dickinson, Dix 


Large, vol. 1, p. 661—it is enacted, that, 


itor. His judg- from a ®eriain day, the wearing app 
the standard of of alicn . passengers arriving in this 


The city of London has been gradually sinking i n the House of Representatives, 


bert Smith, Thomas Smith, Caleb B. Smith, Starkweather. 
Stewart, Strohm, Sykes, Benjamin Thompson, James Thomp¬ 
son, Thurman, Tilden, Vance, Vinton, Wentworth, Wheaton, 
White, Williams, Wilmot, Winthrop. Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, Wright, Yost—llG. 

ly 

Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Brockenbrough, Brodkead, Milton 


fteness. Bum status regulatoris existet. regu- bc admitted duty free. Shall it be said, because 
*«, *„ Mstans. The right of a Government' to Congress did not enact that the alien passenger 
sleep is indisputable ; and thc sleeping of the Gov- himself should come in free of tax, that therefore 
vernment of the United States is far better than “ e “ a y be subject to the tax laws of the States ? 
the waking of the Government of Massachusetts. Su °h a doctriue would be, to admit theplmiageand 
It was not only the expectation of the original ^ out the bird^ The alien himself was left by 
rij - that Congress should regulate commerce, Congress to enjoy the original right of man to go 


The committee appointed to nominate officers of 
the Convention reported— 

For President.— Hon. Titus Hutchinson. 

For Vice Presidents. —Hon. J. W. Hale and N. 
T. Sprague. 

For Secretaries. —C. C. Briggs and Aaron Angier. 
Which roport was accepted, and, on motion, 
adopted. 

Letters were then read from Father Bailey, of 
Hardwick, and Charles H. Lovejoy, of Ferris- 


’ar as we are at present abie to judge) an adequate increase f Jewish nor Heathen dis 
rom the States to meet the deficiency. The imperfeotion in 1 yg»“? “e well as modi 


ham, Daniel, Dargan, Garrett Davis, Dobbin, Dockery, Dong- burgh. The following resolution, embraced in 
Mr Bailey’s letter was then read Lnd passed: 

Isaac E. Holmes, Hopkins, George S. Houston, Edmund w! Resolved, In the language of “Wilmot’s amond- 


but it was their nightly and daily prayer. The 
regulation of commerce by Congress in silence is 
as effective as in speeoh. Life is as active in a 
hair as in a heart. Power, from its very nature, 
can never be dormant. It is like life, that never 


sleeps while it is life.—.14 Peters, 


to and fro, and exempted his personal baggage, to at advance of 4s. to 5s. per tierce. Pork also 

enable him to enjoy that right in a higher degree. 

In the same year, permission was given to the on arrival, and mnst be noted 2s. to 3s. per cwt. dearer. 
States to pass health laws. &c., with the express Cheese.—The quality of this article has been much deteri- 

condition that they should not, under any pretence, 


further acquisition of territory, 




The P re sume to lay dut 


framers of the Constitution contemplated two Purposes. I his proviso was, to. check the pro¬ 
states of things: either the conferring upon Con- cavity of the States to unconstitutional action: 
gross the whole of the commercial power, or parts but no one then dreamed of the States assuming 
of the commercial power. That it did not coiitem- to * a y a on men ‘ * n a kaw was passed 
plate the conferring of the latter abnormal power, providing for the comfortable transportation of 
is evident, the alien passenger from the port of his embarka- 

But this law of Massachusetts is not a pauper *j° n to tb ’ 8 country. Instead of taxing him, the 
law, but a pure revenue act. That tho tax is laid , aws °* tbe United States go to Dublin, Liverpool, 
directly on the master of tho vessel, is of no im- Breinen, and take the alien by the hand, provide 


portance; for it has been decided by this oourt 
that the Constitution cannot be invaded in an in¬ 
direct way, where it is decided that a tax by a 
State on the sale of an imported article is a tax 
on the article. 

As to the meaning of tlie word imports, there is 
no authority for confining it to inanimate objects. 
Import means generally that which is imported 
and as the transportation of persons in ships i 
one of tho known operations of navigation, me 
may bo imported into a country as wall as goods 
Tlie Supreme Court of Massachusetts, in its dcci 
sion on this very case, speaks of the “ importation 
of infamous or vicious persons.”—4 Metcalf, p 
485.—Purdon’s Pennsylvania Digest, p. 846. 


lout a cargo of foreign goods, it c 
lore decided fraud upon the cxii 
regulations of the United States 
si B 1, Title 3, $ 29. 


y this oourt ^ or bxs comfort on the passage with a parental care, 
led in an in- ® ree ba gg a g e ftU burdens, and, in the brief 
a tax by a PM’iod of two or three years, advance him to the 
icle is a tax participation of the glorious functions of absolute 
American citizenship! 

orts, there is For fifty years before 1S37, the alien friend came 

mate objects. int0 thc United States free of duty. In 1845, 
is imported • 120,050 aliens came in. The annual rate of im- 
9 in ships is m igration since 1789 has been at the least 50,000 
■igation men abcils - wbo sba11 sa y that the system which has 
oil as goods. b ®en admitting these immense numbers of the hu- 
?. in its doci-’ man OwnUy duty free, is not a system of deliberate 
1 importation P obc y ? Tho lawgiver intended the admission to 
Metcalf, p be free—nay, invited the alien to come without 
p.846. money, and held out his hand to assist him. 
ils upon the How, then, can the silence of the lawgiver bo 
zi eiai power saxc l to be a casus omissus ? What is a casus omis- 
ised a tax oi' sus ? I<; xs > tbat the lawgiver intended to provide 
fce and crew a regulation on tho subject, but forgot to do it! 
the port of What! forget to tax ? Is it so hard for a Govern- 


Mckenry, McKay, John P. Martin, lSarcltu- Martin, Morris! 
Morse, Newton, Owen, Parish, Payne, Pendleton, Perry. 

Th?mwXi, Tibhatts,' ToomS Tow^TredTOy!'Tramb£ 
Wick, Woodward, Young—106. 

So the amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole was concurred in by the House. 

The question was then taken upon the bill, whioh 
was passed—yeas 115, nays 105... 

In the Senate, several petitions for peace were 
presented. 

Mr. Webster announced his desire to speak on 
the subject of the Mexican war. He did not in¬ 
tend to interfere with the three million bill, but 
he would submit two resolutions, on which he in¬ 
tended to address the Senate at the proper time, or 
during this week, as he remarked in reply to a 
question of Mr. Sevier. Tho resolutions are the 
following: 

Resolved, That the war now existing with Mexico ought 


,x ? Did it not exempt the for the a 


leb ’J- Wednesbay, February 10. cans, at the outset, that whatever territory they 

■on to We M 110 room ,a3t wcck t0 notice Senate 
ithout proceedings on Wednesday afternoon. For the 

sake of making our report continuous, we now re- cal effect, it ought to be passed, iu order that Congr 
f er bo vert to them not to tee world as legislating for the 

• of slavery. The object of the President, in thc pros 

ovide During the morning hour, petitions were pre- He favor 

jo it i sented; certain private bills reported; and Mr. dented thuTi S ^ t to°immediSe y pet^ ,n But e on ^ 
vern- Morehead, from a select committee, reported a bill S^Xldtay ^Ltnnda&rXdtffiM 


by the forelock, and show to thc Mexi- 
that whatever territory they might ac- 
of the war should be free territory, 
ied that the Wilmot proviso would have 
I; it would have a very great and salu- 
admitting that it would have no practi- 
be passed, in order that Congress might 
tie world as legislating for the extension 


. The object of the President, in the prosecution of 
■as the acquisition of territory. He favored this re- 
iccause it would destroy that motive of the Presi¬ 


lt did. And did 
■(■ a libel on the 
■uth is, Congress 


Massachusetts does took its choice in this matter. It refused to 


qncntly a commercial regulation in collision with that, 
the laws and Constitution of the United States, em P” 
if it had imposed a large duty upoji alien passon- ® m P” 
gers. Tlie whole case is thus given up; for, as it tier v 
is admitted that it is a fraud to raise revenue by * he r 
a tax on import's from abroad, tlie amount of the “ T 8 C: 
tax cannot affect the question, and deprive it of ~f r 
its character. tb ® al 

The court adjourned till Monday, February 8. 

Monday, February 8, 1847. Ou 

Tlie act. of Massachusetts is in absolute repug- still i 


the foreigner friend, but ehos 
come hither to build up our new country. 

But is the policy a wise one ? It has been said, 
that a nation liberal of naturalization is fit for 
empire. Then are these United States worthy of 
empire. Sparta met the alien friend on her fron¬ 
tier with a barbarous tax and a barbarous police. 
She rose and fell on the Eurotas, a territory not 
larger than the District of Columbia. Rome, with 
her eagles never forgot her liberal policy towards 


French spoliations. 

Mr. Yulee submitted t 
the expulsion of the edit 


Union from thc floor o 
a false and scandalous 
cerning the Senate; th 
of the reporters of that 
bench, for incorrect am 


) resolutions, one for 
of the Washington 


f the Senate, on account of ^cuhe 
article in his paper con- tion of 
s other, for the expulsion states. 
paper from the reporters’ 

1 insufficient reports of the Mr. T 


vain to think of exterminating slavery by prohibit™: 
description. They would find, by examination, that 


desire to dismember tbe republic of Mexico, and is ready to 
treat with the Government of that republic for peace, fir a 

due by either Government to the citizens of the otheR 011 *** 08 

The naval pension bill, and the bill to provide 
for additional steamships for the navy, were passed. 

Mr. Bagby addressed tho Senate on the three 
million bill, without exciting any special interest. 

[Further remarks on the passage of Wilmot’s 
proviso next week.] 

Tuesday, February 16. 

In the Senate, Mr. Atchison presented a strange 
memorial from the Legislature of Missouri, asking 
Congress to enable the owners of slaves to prevent 
the slaves from escaping into Canada, and to re¬ 
cover them when there! A beautiful spectacle! 


Tho Convention was addressed by Henry Bibb, 
Mr. Hayden, C. L. Knapp, A. J. Ramcll, Rev. Mr. 
Paine, C. C. Briggs, Mr. Allen, Rev. Mr. I-Iancl. 
and others. 

A State Liberty. Convention was organized. 
The following officers Were appointed: 

Hon. J. Scott, President. 

Joseph Poland, Secretary. 

R. V. Marsh, Harry Halo, W. H. French, and 
W. Sias, as officers of the Association for the en¬ 
suing year. 

The Convention was well attended, occasionally 
orowding the large Baptist church in the place to 
overflowing. 

We present a few of thc resolutions adopted: 

Resolved, That, as slavery is the disturbing force 
in the Government of this nation, demanding that 
every other interest yield to its dictates, so human 
rights shsould be the paramount object of the poli¬ 
ties of this country, requiring that all other inte¬ 
rests be«made subservient to their security and 
promotion. 

Resolved, That the annexation of Texas, for the 
sole purpose of extending and perpetuating the 
curse of slavery, was the only cause of the present 
disgraceful war with a sister republic. 

Resolved, That those parties are alone respon¬ 
sible for tho continuance of this war—for its hor¬ 
rors, its waste of blood, of life, and treasure—who 
volunteer for its prosecution, and who, in the na¬ 
tional oounsels, vote the money, the men, and the 
moans, to carry it on. 

Resolved, That no man, organized body of men, 
or party, has any right to “follow a multitude to 
clo evil,” whether that multitude be thc nation, tho 
State, a party, or a neighborhood. 


s, never icrgoi, uer noerai policy towards - 

friend, but made all people rejoice in her which deci 
l beneficial institutions; and she threw that the r 


that body. Some little discussion 
dent deciding that they must lie 
rule, like other resolutions; from 
tn appeal was taken, on the ground 


congress to enable the owners of slaves to prevent The Hudson Convention. 

the slaves from escaping into Canada, and to re- This Convention proved to bc, as we antici- 
cover them when there! A beautiful spectacle' P at(x, > one of the xnostinteresting and important 
A Union comprehending thirty sovereign States’, X^roceS^ieT^y^ried'te Zo“thfr 
turning slave catchers for the benefit of Missouri! column, though circumstantially full and correct, 


nance to the existing regulations or legally mani- from opjiression and poverty in the land of his to-morre 
fested will of Congress upon the subject of aliens, birth, and come and share with us the labors, the The h 
Thc laws of Congress permit the alien stranger to hopes, and the glories, of this new world. Wc gteamshi 
land on the shores of these United States duty free, meet them with no claim of portage or ferriage. 

The act of Massachusetts makes them pay a duty upon an inhospitable frontier, but we hail their next ' 
for landing on the shores of Massachusetts, one of advent with open arms, and bid them welcome, in The ji 
these United States. the name of liberty and equality! We do more, bill mad 

Contravention of the general policy of the Na- Wc admit his apparel and tools free of duty. We recede ft 
tional Government by a State law is 'repugnant to place the means in his hands to gain an honest „ . ,, 
the laws of the United States, and tho State law livelihood, and hid him go and begin to earn the ana taC 
muRt therefore be displaced.—] 5 Peters, p. 509. name and rights of native-born citizens. ^ r - C 

Evidence of the repugnance of this law of Mas- Who shall say there is no intention in all this, s ®l f at g’ 
sachusetts to tlie general laws of the United States no design, no purposed policy? The man who million 1 
is to be found in a consideration of the general sys- could, say there is not, who could so misconceive the posi 
tem of impost laws passed by authority of Con- the object of this grandest of our institutions, is o P 
gress. Though in that system of laws there is no guilty of political atheism. ' fcempron 

express regulation about aliens being received into Let, then, the pages of the next volume of the 

tho country free of duty, the absence of tho ex- proceedings of this court be illuminated with the The V 

press declaration of the supremo regulator’s will decision, that suoh lias been, and that such is the 
on this point, is full and satisfactory proof that it policy of our country with regard to the admission j, m “ u “’ 
intended the alien should come in without being of alien passengers. The law of history is, to re- tke Unio 
taxed.—9 Wheaton, p. 209. And it is competent cord nothing that is false, to suppress nothing that I* entire 


lege. 

The appeal and resolutioi 


i’ul been so recognised by Mr. Madisor 
ified by Congress, and sanctioned by vi 
s; and, finally, lie would state the reas 


The bill providing for the building of four naval • 
iteamships was made the special order for Friday 


for the judicial department of the Governmentilo 
ascertain the undeclared will of the legislative 
branch of this Government on this point.—5 
Wheaton, p. 22. The will of the Legislature can 
be discovered as well by what tlie Legislature has 
not declared as by that which it fea.? declared.—1 
Kent Com., p. 389; 14 Peters, p. 577. The will 


ry one of the nineteen passengers who wore 
o jiay this tax, had in his pocket at the time 
died license from this Government to land 


1, and destroyed the "' r ’ os 


lC i n The joint committee of conference on the army proposed by tlie Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) 
nore. bill made its report, recommending the Senate to ^^£“3 

we recede from its amendments. Report concurred in, proposed, and the territory would be filled up with a slave pop-, 
inPRt. . ,, „ x 5 ulation: and then, when it asked for admission into this Un- 

and tlie bill was passed. ion, no power in Congress could prevent it. 

Mr. Cass then took the floor, and delivered him- After some manceuvring to obtain a quorum, 
this, s ®l f at great length on the special order, the three the House adjourned, 
who million bill, supporting it warmly, and contesting Monday, February 15. 

5ei y e the positions of Mr. Calhoun. Mr. Cass is the The House to-day was the great theatre of at- 
’ Sempronius of the Senate. traction. By-resolution, all debate on the three 

’the Thursday, February 11. million bill was to be closed at 12 o’clock. ■ 

the The Vice President laid before the Senate a Mr. Pendleton, of Virginia, haying On Satur- 
ision commun ' ca Uon from Dr. Houston, reporter for day evening obtained the floor, had moved ail ad- 
0 re- tke Union; which was read and laid on the table, joumment, unwilling to speak to empty benches, 
that 14 entirely satisfied the Senate that there was no He was entitled to the floor this morning, but a 
cause for thc resolution of expulsion against him, majority of the members seemed unwilling to give 
dme aD< * ** ie m0Ter op 1* subsequently withdrew it. him an hour for his speech. Accordingly, a mo- 
land The question of privilege then came up. The tion being made to go into Committee of the Whole, 


Mr. Allen presented the resolutions of the g ivc no adequate idea of the interest excited by 
Ohio Legislature against the extension of slavery t,le debates and speeches of tho membors. The 
The three million bill being taken up Mr Bad- ® omffiodious ko “ se -worship belonging to the 
, „ h Free Congregational Church was opened to thc 

GER spoke at length upon the subject: Convention; and although the very unfavorable 

Mr. Chalmers moved an adjournment, and has weather of Tuesday, threatening in the morning 
the floor to-day. a general break up of the roads, prevented the 

In the House, the bill for theadmission of Wis- atten,!auce of a R reat ™“ b ® r of our 

; T . the remote counties of the Roserve, yet the house 

cousin into the Union was passed. was full, and often overflowing, at all the principal 

A bill was passed, giving the consent of Con- sessions of the Convention. That early and in¬ 
gress to the sale of certain salt-spring lands here- defatigable friend of tho slave, Gen. J. H. Paine, 
tofore granted to the States of Illinois Arkansas of Painesyillfi i presided with his usual ability, 
mid Missouri Organization ami Pledge.— The plan of organiza- 

anu ivussouii. . tion, and the pledge, recommended by the Con- 

The resolution of thanks to Gen. Taylor, as vention, will bo found in the proceedings. If the 
amended by the Senate, after having been amended county committees will enter upon the work of 
so as to include the major generals and brigadier carrying out the organization suggested, and per- 

^ “ “■*-“->•-* ™ 

Various resolutions and reports were submitted, OTlt the country. The consideration of the pledge 
and the House adjourned. which, was adopted elicited one of the most spirited 

Wednesday, February 17. debates that occurred at the Convention. It was 

The House was occupied to-day chiefly on Ter- finaU y a PP l ’ 0Tcd without a dissenting vote, 
ritorift! business Liberty Association.—This was reorganized by 

ntonal business. _ the Convention, and the name of “Northern Ohio 

. In the Senate > Mr - Colquitt, of Georgia,, expa- Liberty Association” substituted for that of “ West- 
tiated at large upon matters and things in gene-, ern Reserve,” with a view of embracing any county 
ral, in a speech on the three million biU. south of the Reserve, which may. carry out a con- 

—*- templated plan of organization. A majority of the 

A Chinese Dinner. —An officer of the United officers were located at Cleveland, with a viow of 
States, squadron, in the Chinese seas, gives the making that the centre of its operations. Much 
following bill of fare at a large Chinese, dinner, to responsibility will devolve upon them, and much 
which he, with numerous other foreigners, was in- depends upon the spirit in which they discharge 
vited: “ 1. Birds’ nest soup. 2. Pork fat, fried their part- of the work of organization, 
with potatoes. 3. Hog’s hoofs. 4 . Mushrooms stew- The Press. —A resolution was adopted in favor 
ed. 5. Birds’ nest salad. 6. Giblet sonp. 7. Kit- of an effioient support of one Liberty paper in 
ten hash. 8. Fried Irish potatoes. 9. Rat hash. , Northern Ohio; and a collection was taken, 
10. Tea. 11. Sharks’ fins. 12. Fried ducks, amounting to $70, to relieve the Cleveland Amer- 
13. Dog stew. 14. Stewed chickens. 15. Ham iean from its immediate embarrassments. The 
stew. 16. Pork stew. 17. Fried cucumbers. IS. matter of consolidating all the support of Liberty 
Pate of rats. 19. Feline ragout. 20. Ham stew- men in Northern Ohio, in favor of nno efficient 
ed with pork. 21. Sucking pig. 22. Snail pate, paper, was referred to a committee, which was un- 
23. Snail soup. I tasted the first dish, and became able to report during the sitting of t,lie Conven- 
so disgusted that I could not proceed. They were tion, but have tho subject still under considcra- 
brought on, one dish at a time, in exquisitely tion'. 

beautiful china bowls.” Fittire Conventions. —A series of similar Coa¬ 


ted the grounds of his decision. 


... , So evade the laws in force on the ueuuuum un ui« owur <w 

of the Legislature can be determined from the shore. The license, if in words, would have run ™ „ ‘ ' ' 

silence of the Legislature.—16 Peters, p. 663. Bc- thus: “ The bearer, an alien friend, by the laws was_ Y eas 20 > na Y s 2S - s ® 
cause Congress has not legislated upon a certain of the United States, is entitled to land free, and vcrsecl - 

subject, it is no proof that Congress has not duly liis baggage, tools, &c., arc likewise entitled to be The resolutions were thi 

considered that subject.-16 Peters, p. 656. landed free.” This license the State of Massa- Mr. Corwin an opportunity 

Now, on this subject of the alien, hero is abody chusetts has invaded. An implied license is as nn y 

of regulations covering the whole ground, during good as an express one. License against Govern- uu-ce minion dui. 

the whole period of the existence of tho Govern- ments are every day implied._Angel and Ames two kours> length, in sti 

ment, and there is not a word in it intimating that pp. 50, 87, 174; 13 Peters, p. 521. This implied Mar, and to the policy of voi 
tho alien stranger coming into the country shall license is an absolute right to do what it permits, its support. It was a brillia 


i, Shall the yeas and nays w 


in force on the the decision of the Chair stand ? And the result the House did not succeed in resolving itself int 
nd^bv the^ows was —Y eas 20 i nays 28. So the decision was re- Committee of the Whole till about fifteen minute 


reed. before 12 o’clock. Mr. Pendleton occupied but a 

The resolutions were then postponed to allow few minutes of the time left him, denouncing the 
r. Corwin an opportunity to address the Senate discourtesy of the House, 
the three million hill. He did so in a speeoh Twelve o’clock having arrived, debate closed, 
two hours’ length, in strong opposition to the and action commenced. Deep excitement was 
r, and to the policy of voting men or money in everywhere manifest. House and galleries were 
support. It was a brilliant effort. all full. 


For the National Era. 

State Nominating Convention op New York. 

At a Convention of the Liberty Party of the 
State of New York, pursuant to a call of the State 
Committee, at Cortland village, on the 3d and 4th 
days of February, 1847, Martin Mitchell, of St„ 
Lawrence, was made president, and John Thomas, 
of Cortland, William S. Avery, of Chenango, and 
S. S. Whitman, of Herkimer, were chosen vice 
presidents; and H. D. Pinney, of Tioga, and L. S. 
Pomeroy, of Cortland, secretaries. 

The following resolutions were presented by the 
Business Committee, and, after being debated 
ably and eloquently, were passed by thc Convention: 

Resolved, That we hail with devout gratitude 
the various indications of Providence, which en¬ 
courage ns to hope that the great cause of Human 
Liberty is gaining ground in the affections of the 
people, at the North and South; and that still 
more startling triumphs will, ere long, at once 
surprise and delight those who so long have borne 
the burden and heat of the day. 

Resolved, That the duty of the Liberty party, is 
to stand faithful and firm upon its own original 
basis; and steadily, boldly, and fearlessly, war with 
slavery; and let Liberty men discuss, with all the 
lights of the understanding, all the measures of 
this Government, and bring" the public mind to 
cleanse and purify all the legislation of tho land 
of all law that encourages, sustains, and cherishes 
slavery. 

Resolved, That we recognise every man as a 
Liberty man, whose enmity to tho institution of 
slavery controls his political action, and who votes 
for the Liberty party; that it is the duty of Lib¬ 
erty men to exercise the utmost liberality, indul¬ 
gence, and charity, to those who differ with them 
on other subjects. 

Resolved, That while there are encouraging to¬ 
kens of tho progress of our principles, in the high 
places of legislation and elsowhoro, it becomes the 
Liberty party the more firmly to adhere to its 
principles, and elude tbe snare of flattery, as it 
has resisted thc force of opposition. 

Resolved, That we bid both tho Whig and Dem¬ 
ocratic parties to go ahead in their race for lib¬ 
erty, and trust that neither will meet the fate of 
Lot’s wifo, for looking back to Sodom; and that 
tho inconsistencies of neither, may remind us 
hereafter that “the legs of the lame are not 
equal.” 

Resolved, That the members of this convention, 
and the friends of Liberty throughout the State, 
are heroby especially and urgently requested to 
take immediate steps for the thorough organization 
of the towns for the spring election, and thus pre¬ 
vent the fall election from overtaking us in a con¬ 
dition of disarray and confusion. 

Resolved, That the religion of the Bible, 'which 
we believe to be tho religion of God,'requires, in 
both its principles of law and of grace, not only tho 
avoidance of slaveholding, but also a decided op¬ 
position to slavery in every form of it, and a zeal¬ 
ous and persevering labor for its removal from the 
Church and from the State, on thc part of all men. 

Resolved, That this convention regards with 
unutterable loathing the present war of this coun¬ 
try upon Mexico. 

Resolved, That this convention hail the ostabr 
lishmcntJSf “The National Era,” at the metropo¬ 
lis of the republic, as an important step in advance; 
and that wo do especially admire the spirit of 
blended kindness, courage, firmness, and liberality, 
which has characterized the paper, under the 
auspioics of Gamaliel Bailey and his coadjutors, 

J. G. Whittier and A. A. Phelps, by no means fof- 
gotting the publisher, our tried and worthy 
brother, L. P. Noble. 

The following resolution was introduced by 
Mr. Babit of Ontario, and produced a lengthy and “ 
able discussion, and was rejected by a majority voto. 

Resolved, That while chattel slavery is the most 
grievous and flagrant violation of Human Rights, 
and calls most loudly in this nation for reform, 
yet commercial restrictions, comprising, perhaps, 
violations of Human Right's next in magnitude 
and mischief, are found to be so closely allied 
with the support of chattel slavery, that we deem 
it inconsistent to attempt the legislative abolition 
of the former, without demanding, at the same 
time, the repeal of the latter. 

On the afternoon of the second day of the con¬ 
vention, a committee from the State Nominating 
Convention reported to the meeting, that the said 
Nominating Convention had recommended Wil¬ 
liam Goodel, of Ontario county; Alvan Stewart, 
of Oneida county; Plorace Dresser, of thc city of 
New York; and Leonard Gibbs, of Washington 
county, as candidates for Judges of tho Court of 
Appeals, to bo supported by tlie Liberty party; 
and John Thomas, of Cortland, as candidate for 
the office of Clerk of the Court of Appeals. 

The above report of the Nominating Committee 
received the approval of the Convention. 

The Convention adjourned, after prayer by the 
Rev. C. P. Grosvenor, of Oneida. 

Martin Mitchell, President. 

PI. D. Pinney, L. S. Pomeroy, Secretaries. 

OUR CORRESPONDENCE. 

Rock Island, III., fan. 23, 1846. 
Dear Sir: Thc Era is received. With joy do 
we hail its appearance in this region of country. 

It opens a new “ era,” and a most important one, 
in the progress of liberty. 

As I was reflecting upon the importance of hav¬ 
ing a papor at the capital, which should bo the 
common property, and be devoted to tho common 
interests, of the republic, metkought it would not 
bo amiss for anti-slavery men in different parts of 
the Union to have a friendly interchange of infor¬ 
mation, thoughts, feelings, and views, through the 
medium of your paper. Under this impression, I 
send you these few lines, which, though they have 
no other good quality, will have one, which you es¬ 
teem highly—brevity. 

Tho weather at this place, for tho past fortnight, 
has been severely cold, thc thermometer being 
sometimes 14 or 15 degrees below zero. 

The cold weather which prevails in this part of 
the country seems to have frozen up every thing, 
not only in the world of nature, but iu the moral 

As an instance of the remarkable frigidity of our 
State, as indicated by its legislators, I would refer 
you to a bill introduced into our Legislature on 
the 5th of this month. 

“ The main feature of this bill,” says a corres¬ 
pondent of the Democratic paper in this place, 
“is, to confine all blacks in the penitentiary who 
cannot show their free papers.” Thc same corres¬ 
pondent, thopgh his custom is to mention names, 
left a blank for the introducer of this bill. It was 
probably a brother Democrat! If so, no wonder 
he was ashamed to oall him by name. The bill 
was allowed a second reading, by a vote of 44 to 
41. Perhaps it will pass! We shall see. 

More anon. Yours, &e. W. 

Eroildom, Chester Co., Pa., 

January 24, 1847. 

Friend Bailey : I have been devoting a few 
days in canvassing the southeast section of Ches¬ 
ter county, bordering on Delaware State, and have 
procured Upwards of seventy subscribers for tho 
“ Era.” The list of names comprises a number of 
the most influential Whigs and Democrats in our 
county, and the balance is made up of liberal and 
inquiring men of all classes—zealous Abolition¬ 
ists of every variety of opinion, prominent non- 
voters and voters, and men who are becoming in¬ 
different to any party. Each and all seem to feel 
a deep interest in the paper. It attracts universal 
attention; and I know not but I shall be able, even 
in thc very limited time I can devote to the work, 
to send in several hundred subscribers from this 
county. 

Lot all bestir thomselvcs, that wo may establish 
a free press in the District, upon thc common heri¬ 
tage of the people, and place it at once and perma¬ 
nently beyond all pecuniary difficulty. 

Respectfully, thy friend, 

• J. Fulton, jun. 

Extract of a letter elated Cleveland. 

Col. Tod has announced-that, if tho Democracy 
will put up “ honest men ” in 1-848, Ohio will wheel 
into the Democratic line. From this, I infer they 
have heretofore had dishonest men, though, in ex¬ 
pressing this. 1 intend no insinuations; but it must 
strike most readers in that sense, for the italics 
arc his own. And to accomplish this triumph of 
the progressive Democracy, he proposes to walk 

| “from stump to stump,” through the State. Wheth¬ 
er thc Democratic hard-money, Mexican war, pro- 
slavery party, will again succeed in Ohio is a 
question of considerable doubt in my mind. 

Yours, truly, L. W. F. 



X XX-L-i 1 ' * 1'/ - A /A Ij -Lb-LUxis towards protection, and it is “ Check” again. Let thing but the bi 

■ ■ - - them more towards internal improvements, and the a perfectly ace 

A SIGN OF THE TIMES. cry is still “ Check.” Whether forwards or back- Bthe language of 

- wardB, to the right or left, wherever they have in odd enough 

We transfer to our columns, with pleasure, the m0Te d, the free States havo been pursued by an common sense, 
following from the Boston Courier of the 22d ul- inexorable “ Check.” But the secret is now dis- On the subject, 
time, where it appears as the leading article un- covered. Amidst the well-arranged machinery, to address the 1 
, ’ , . , V „ i wo if c, wixii fim which has seemed to give motion to the victorious yet he has got a 

der the editorial head. We take it for a well-tim- h * been concealed „ motive ina8 . and 0 ° a f( 


which people might comprehend, cd to all who asked it 


I rose the other day, in this House, to express 
y opinion “upon matters and things in general,” 
> has been usual here when the House is in Com- 
ittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 1 
railed myself of a liberty which has been extend- 


, -ii i nr * i „ « which has seemed to give motion to the victorior 

der the editorial head. We take it for a well-tun- ch layel . thcrc h S as boen concealed a motii 
ed and dispassionate statement of the position and foreC) w hich has not been estimated—the “Slas 
views of the “Young Whigs” of Massachusetts— Power.” It is the “Slave Power” which has bee 
a body of men at present much stronger in point the perpetual victor, saying always “ Check,” i 
of talents and integrity of character than in that ^g^^States are now aware of the trv 
of numbers. Although, as a body, they do not yet party to the game Tbcy mu3t not ] oge time j 
come up to the standard of the Liberty party, they borrowing from it that principle of union whic 
are entitled to our warmest sympathies, as correct is tho secret of its strength. If slavery can bin 
and honest men, and real lovers of human freedom. >»en together surely freedom can. Nor can it 1 
. , 5 , , ,, . , less congenial -with the gpmt of our mstitutioi 

They havo had the moral courage to revolt against tQ comb f no under tho influences of the on 


the Mammon-worshipping tendencies of a party ra ther than under the dark shadow of the oth( 


ixorable “ Check.” But the secret is now dis- On the subject, indeed, on which he thinks proper I had been accused of flying the track on 
rered. Amidst the well-arranged machinery, to address the House, he has reflected but little, creed of the Democratic party; but being as I r 

lieh has seemed to give motion to the victorious yet he has got a correct view of some of its bear- am, and presume I Bhall ever be, a Democra 

ess-player, there has been concealed a motive ings, and on a few points iB even capable of throw- undertook to show that I was just as good a Di 
•co, which has not been estimated—the “Slave ing additional light. But the poor man has got an ocrat as those who asi " ’ 

iwor.” It is the “Slave Power” which has been absurd idea that he must say something very fine, not democratic, 

e perpetual victor, saying always “Check” to and full of allusions to the Roman republic; and, In consequence of i 
e “free States.” having thus mounted the stilts, cuts all maimer of of this morning comes < 

But the free States are now aware of the true ridiculous capers. And he does not entertain this in the following terms 
irty to the game. They must not lose time in silly notion alone. The same false taste pervades “ We invite, in this 
irrowing from it that principle of union which almost the whole of our congressional oratory, and our readers to the pitif 

tho secret of its strength. If slavery can hind even public officials too often adopt the sophomore worth, of Illinois, mad 

on together, surely freedom can. Nor can it bo style, instead of that of dignified and sober diplo- Representatives, to exc 

ss congenial with the spirit of our institutions macy. at once from his party 

i combine under the genial influences of the one, But down goes the Speaker’s hammer, and. with Now, why not publ: 
ither than under the dark shadow of the other. a look of utter incredulousness on the clock, which, Why invite attention 


those who assailed my doctrine as being tloman who could n 


express said William Duane, through his Aurora ? What by the most simple practical measures, common to each, am 
eneral,” said Gen. Jackson, when he heard of his being ap- human 1 UbTS jSSiftT < 

in.Com- pointed editor of the Union, in his letter to Mr. the other evils of war, a part of the system which you so kind 
nion. I Blair, the last letter of his life, and which now is ly wish I hadbeen made toadvocate? It will prove the mos 
extend- buried under the corner-stone of Jackson Hall? wit 

John C. Rives’s speech quoting it was suppressed ling to 00 mbat the deep.rooted prejudices of ail latitudes am 
t on the by reqnest, but there are copies of it. Does this longitudes, aud to acquire the knowledge of universal princi 
as I now nmn, who “’deprecated Gen. Jackson’s election as <*>lawsrfWj 

locrat, I a curse to this country,” who said the old hero was t0 tbe rank 0 f rations! beings, and plane them in the eu 
a Dem- “too little of a statesmanwho called him “a gen- joyment of that happiness, through life, which thoir superio. 


the privilege of landing on the soil of Massaohu- 
, setts by the payment of the sum of two dollars.— 
Qni hunc tam barbara , &c.! 

The first seotion of tho New York law is not 
a regulation of commerce. The Massachusetts 


In consequence of what I then said, the Union 
this morning comes out with an editorial article 
the following terms: 

“We invite, in this connection, the attention of 
r readers to the pitiful apology which Mr. Wont- 
>rth, of Illinois, made yesterday in the House of 


sion of one law,” think he can read me out of the 
party ? No vilifier of Andrew Jackson’s charac¬ 
ter, like him, need shake his go*y locks at me. 


;(i life, which thoir superior passenger. Even had he wandered upon the 
id placed in accordance with briny deep as long as Ulysses did, he could not 
™no®sdiem?of reform can lancl ^ 1,0 the duty of two dollars. It deals 
n the assumption that exter- with fltie alien, not on land, but in transitu. Now, 
lately the opinions ofmen”— the operation of State laws begins on the land, and 


-The President recommended a lieutenant gen- iSSeS*tohTcStS^f ^e operation ofth* 


style, instead of that of dignified and sober diplo- Representatives, to excuse or palliate his defection good 
macy. at once from his party and his duty.” and v 

But down goes the Speaker’s hammer, and. with Now, why not publish that “ pitiful apology ?” tion 


which clamors for the protection of capital, and The froo States, then, should unite in constitu- alas! even Western oratory cannot for a moment 
only favors the protection of man as a part of that tloiml efforts, not only for the abolition of slavery, divert from the faithful discharge of its duty, the 
., , ...I ■ „ ,, but for the overthrow of the “Slave Power!” orator ceases, and is instantly extinguished amid 

capital. They aro no longer lantt Whigs , old Considerations of religion, of politics, and of phi- the din and tumult of the conflict for the succes- 


j longer tariff Whigs; old 


party names and watchwords havo lost their 


He speaks of my “ defection a 


n, the attention of eral. Distinguished Virginians and other South- 
• which Mr. Went- ern statesmen go against the proposition. But 
,y in the House of there are no anathemas for them; for the very 
lliate his defection good reason that ho knows that they know him, 
[uty.” and where known he is harmless. At a, late elec- 

pitiful apology?” tion in Virginia, a distinguished section of the 
as not to be found Democratic party are aided by the whole Whig 
it me one day, and force to defeat the choice of the Democrats for 
of his readers to United States Senator. Of this defection in his 
as not there ? own State, and in high places, why says he not one 


tend from the sea to the shore—in the language of 
Mr. Justice Barbour. How, then, can the Massa¬ 
chusetts law go out to sea for the subjects of its 


shout, and again*! party and my duty,” when 


fluencc over them; they no longer shrink from the In order to make this union practically felt, the fifty human beings spring with a simultaneous jerk wholly to state what I declared ir 

name of Abolitionist_they are willing to bo ft 1 ** 5 States must support for office such men only upon their feet, like the figures of an Italian show- that I had never bolted a regnl 

, , .... n ., Tf tlx... -. 1 - as will inflexibly sustain tho interests of freedom, man. Just as the Speaker announces the name the Democratic party, from Presii 

regarded as men a . y n and seek to carry out the truths of the Declaration of the successful competitor for the floor, our and presumed I never should. I 

true to their convictions of duty, they will not fail l nde p end encc— men pledged , by their lives or pub- Western friend may be perceived quietly passing self for the regular nominee of th 
to gathor about them the best elements of the lie opinions, to all constitutional efforts for the aboli- through the Rotunda, accompanied by his fidus convention for President. And I 

Whig party_all that weight of moral character tion of slavery, and the overthrow of the “ Slave Pow- Achates —a tall, lank, sallow-visaged office-seeker, there is not a free tea and coffee J 

which aionc enables it to retain its sunremnev in O'” Especially must this be the case with the from the swamps of Michigan, who asks a charge- House but what will support the 
^ y i candidate for the Presidency. He must be as car- ship, but would be satisfied with a first-rate con- he from the North or the South. 
Massachusetts. . nest for freedom, as Mr. Calhoun is for slavery, sulate. They are on their way to Foy’sgrog-shop, same of those opposed to free tea 

The artiolo which follows shows that groat pro- Xor is it hardly less important in the candidate in the basement cellar of the Capitol. The office- speaks of my “ duty,” as if I and 
gress has been made since the last olection ; that for the Vico Presidency. Tho untoward ascen- seeker regards gin and genius, punch and patriot- were not the sole judges of that. 
Independent Whigs, and Independent Democrats, sion of John Tyler is a warning, whioh should not ism, drunkenness and democracy, as closely allied, “ His remarks, as published, ar 
, ; x . , . . be neglected. No man should be Vioe President, and, just now, our friend, the member, inclines to by his own discretion or that oi 

nnn T.ihp.vtvmon. are now semrated bv no linmsB- , n -iv . , ; . • 7 * n . ’ . . • •i... _ ____t:_ 


Mr. Ritchie says, farther, that I “'paraded my- 


wholly to state what I declared in my speech, viz: self through my hour before the House 75 as the 
that I had never bolted a regular nomination of butt of the Opposition.” Well, sir, the editor, in 
the Democratic party, from Presidentto constable, these remarks, only places me in my old position, 
and presumed I never should. I also avowed my- Yet it is odd enough, that while with one breath 


gular nominee of the next Baltimore he reads me out of the Democrotie party beeauso I 
r President. And I now believe that have been courting the Whigs and going over to 
free tea and coffee Democrat in this their side, in the next breath he denounces me ns 


places all navigable waters solely under the power 
of Congress—4 Wash., p. 376. Tho case in 14 
Peters, p. 541, which conoedes the right to the 
States to expel oonvicts, proceeds upon the assump¬ 
tion that the subjects of such a State law are resi¬ 
dent in the State, and, therefore, it has none of the . 
elements of the present ease, for the subjects of the 
law of Massachusetts are not within its jurisdic¬ 
tion, not resident within its limits. 

But it is the duty of this court to re-examine 
every question presented to its consideration, and 


Independent Whigs, and Independent Democrats, 
and Liberty men, are now separated by no impass¬ 
able barrier. At the next Presidential eleotion 
wo may reasonably hope to see all of them standing 
shoulder to shoulder in support of a true man. 

It now remains for the Liberty party to be true 
to itself, and at the same time just and gcnorouB 


for freedom, as Mr. Calhoun is for slavery, sulate. They are on their way to Foy’sgrog-shop, same of those opposed to free tea and coffee ? He new to me, when he calls mo the butt of the Whig Jig 1 ?* 1 ! 

is it hardly less important in the candidate in the basement cellar of the Capitol. The office- speaks of my “ duty,” as if I and my constituents party. I havo always been their butt; and so c hi!d, and the man, b^oomi;. Society\en now emte superior 

the Vico Presidency. Tho untoward ascen- seeker regards gin and genius, punch and patriot- were not the sole judges of that. Again, he says: long as I speak and act straightforward in the circumstances around all; and it is, beyond any expression 

of John Tyler is a warning, whioh should not ism, drunkenness and democracy, as closely allied, “ His remarks, as published, are stripped, either tracks of the Democratic party, I always expect to that can heeoaveyed by words/the interest of the authorities 

„„ neglected. No man should be Vice President, and, just now, our friend, the member, inclines to by his own discretion or that of the Reporter’s, be. That charge has no terrors for me. I had gtancc^createdwithourdelay. 1116118 ' 1 ' 68 ° laTC ' eS<! ° °' m " 

'P ass ' wbom yye should be unwilling to hail as President, the same opinion, for the remainder of the day is of a considerable portion of their vulgarity and rather be the butt of the Whigs than the pet of Your third objection is, “ That no scheme of reform can he 

l0tl0n If it be said that, in establishing this standard for to be devoted to Bacchus—and tobacco. abuse.” the rottenest party that ever lived, viz: the Con- successfulwhich denies Msmw and^tterMponsiWlJty 

iding our candidate, we unjustly exclude slaveholders, Such is the “ Raw Western Member,” as heap- Before I addressed the House I went to the Re- servatives. abnse’itf powers!”™ P 

n. and the partisans of the “ Slave Power,” we re- pears in the most conspicuous circumstances in the porter’s desk, told him I should defend myself, and But thisvery courteous gentleman proceeds next j U8t tho rever3c , n 0 scheme of reform ever will or can 


ply, that every party naturally excludes those who House of Representatives. It would he a libel asked to be reported; but every one knows that I to say: “ The opinions and deni 


in- I upon that highly respectable body to suppose that 


i, step by step, emancipat- particularly the Whigs, are diametrically oppo- value. When he speaks, nobody listens, except 


exactly at his proper whose report (nor that of the Intelligencer) 


ing themselves from the bondage of the great site to those 
slavery-ruled parties. Without any compromise Power.” We : 
of principle, we can welcome with hearts of joy and l^pecTo 

thankfulness every movoment which tends, how- a j sa j n sbor t j 
ever slightly, towards our great object. All the must be as tru 
signs of the times are fraught with encourage- are to theirs, 
ment. The seed scattered by the toil and sacri- ftn , u ^ ru i) C ' 


It will be perceived that the writer of this arti- briniant aerv ; ces . And lately, the st 
ole speaks, in the concluding paragraph, of Whigs pu t Mr. Bancroft in jeopardy, and 
in the present Congress who are prepared to take very was a minimum, almost inappri 
the side of Freedom, in her great controversy with example which has been set, we mu: 

a,™,. 


site to those which are sustained by the “Slave the posr reporters, whose patient ears daily win 
Power.” We must be true to our principles, without them the honors of martyrdom, and the ladies in 
fear, favor, or compromise. Nor oan any person the gallery, who, half dead from ennui, or the still 
justly expect our support, who is not true to them more intolerable infliction of stupid admirers, glad- 
also. In short, it cannot be too often repeated, we ly seek relief in the gaucheries of our highly ori- 
rnust be as true to our principles as slaveholders ginal friend on the floor. Vet, after all, the “Raw 
are to theirs. It is well known that they now ap- Western Member” is a very useful and tolerably 
ply an unrelenting ostracism to all who express faithful representative of the people. One thing 
themselves against slavery. Mr. Everett, who is certain, he is true to “ the party.” His name 
had once whispered something against that insti- is always promptly responded to, and is uniformly 
tution in the District of Columbia, was opposed to be found recorded on the right side. His 
in the Senate, when nominated for the mission to speeches may not be as powerfully argumentative 
England, and for a while it seemed as if the as those of some of his colleagues, but his vote is 
“Slave Power” would deprive the country of his equally cogent. Nor is he altogether without the 
brilliant services. And lately, the same influence accomplishments laid claim to by legislators of 
put Mr. Bancroft in jeopardy, and' his anti-sla- greater pretensions. Never to him, it is true, did 
very was a minimum, almost inappreciable. The any McCulloch unrol his ample page, or an Adam 


ith part reported in the Union, a man, upon suoh a question, are. if possible, of 
tor that of the Intelligencer) was less importance even than the ridiculous pretences 
f nie. He speaks of their “ vul- upon which he endeavored to found them.” The 
!.” X have heard it said that old notice he has paid my remarks shows that he con- 
dangerous things, but never be- sixers them of some importance; and I shall thank 
ere “ vulgar” or “ abusive.” him for his kindness in thus attacking me, if his 


them. In the science of optics, there is a point 
o’y dr- which, if a single ray of light be directed upon it, 
;he iatli- will reveal the brightness of day, and whioh, in 
umsfcan- the absence of that ray, will manifest the darkness, 
superior P reseI1 t ease we are a* that! point. Let us 

pression look east and west, and see if there be such a ray 
borides as this, by which we can illumine the present ques- 
oirctim- y on a ba ; r > 8 breadth do ships float over the 
n can fie strand. It becomes us to heave the lead, then, in 
isibility this region of the land. No wise jurist would de- 
eness to cide a case like the present one, because it may ha.-fe 
1 or c&n features resembling his last decision. It is rather 
isibility his duty to take up every adjudication upon the 


observing existences. The simple fact is. that human nature 
a is more ductile than the purest gold, am! from the birth of the 


I more intolerahle infliction of stupid admirers, glad- Sir, I could not, if I would, and certainly I would attack shall only cause my speech to be generally or responsibility, a lying hypocrite, thief, or scoundrel, or 

ly seek relief in the gaucheries of our highly ori- not if I could, say aught against the man who is at read, so that I may be heard as well as himself. SStrl^u^ewitog'being! through’lif^and eitheAhe’om 

ginal friend on the floor. Yet ; after all, the “Raw the head of the Government, or of the members of There must have been something in those remarks or tiie otner, altogether independent of the free agency, re 
—-i very useful anil tolerably his Cabinet; andlwillnot be misrepresented as unusual, or they would not have caused such “ado,” sponsibility, or badness of man by his nature; all such notaom 
of the people. Onething having done so. I hold him and them, all of them, as he pretends “ about nothing.” . SSL'l“goMin<!“ 

> “the party.” His name m as high regard and estimation as any other Dem- “His speech at least explained one point very soc ;e«y can form a.u men to become superior rational beings 

bonded to, and is uniformly ocrat in this country; but when the Democratic clearly. It showed fully the reasons why he has as soon as the means oan be devised to enable it to oompre 
on the right side. His creed is in question, I maintain that I have just as failed to acquire the slightest cousideratiou in the 

—trru.fniiTr -» r,Vl, t to „«w «*„11 TJonro ” fim.ntin t, li is uosition, vOt still those who " ( rcumstanoes over human nature, am 


The Massachusetts act, whose constitutionality 
we deny, is not coeval with the Constitution—it is 
a thing only of yesterday. Heretofore, Massachu¬ 
setts has kept within the limits of the Constitution 
on this subject of laying imposts. But, in 1837, that 
State, like the horses of theheroio Queen of Olyre- 


McCulloch unrol his ample page, or an Adam th 
,h reveal tho “ Wealth of Nations;” but Smug- fe 
taught him all the political economy which is fe 


overseer-management of slavery ? Are there not Such i 
men there who recognise in the anti-Blavery move- be of “ < 
ment the practice of democratic principles ? For fl '“ 
ourselves, we look with confidence for able and are 
fearless champions of equal and impartial liberty portion 
to rise up from the ranks of the Democratic party, stand ri 
Tho noble examples of Morris, and Leggett, and I" v '' riat 
Hale, justify this hope. Tho debates in the House g™^ ei 
on Proston ICing’B resolution have already been struggle 
marked by a manlier tone on the part of Northern 
and Western Democrats than those of any pre- , 

vious session. The better day is coming. The 
time for cowardly and base servility, on the part of 
the representatives of Free Labor or Free Interests, 
has, we trust, gone by forever. TJ 


o loathing of the “Nought in hate, but all in honor.” 


Such a contest as we have now foreshadowed will 
be of “ contending opinions.” It will require, in 
the free States, earnest champions, who will not be 
discomfited by any of the chances of the field. 


needed to make a good partisan, whilst an Indian 
agency initiated him into all the mysteries of the 
most profitable management of the exchequer. 

The fluency of our orator, which he possesses 
in common with all our “great men,” is really 


lly argumentative good a right to say whether new articles shall be House.” Granting his position, yet still those who b ow JUS/ to adjust them. ■ u 1 ' 

es, but his vote is admitted into that creed as they have. live in glass houses should not throw stones. This Your fourth objection in, “That no scheme of reformation 

■ether without the My remarks impeached no man’s moral or social House has not officially expressed any opinion of «» be sutoesrtQ, that leaves the Christian religion out of 

by legislators of position. They impeached no man’s political char- me. I ask Thomas Ritchie to shownie onifof his T1 Herehasbeen,'isfat this^Sny/thegreat mist^rof poor 
lim, it is true, did acter any further than was necessary to show that predecessors in the vocation of public printer and blind, humanity! which, at an enormous expense of labor, 
page, or an Adam the Democrats who were for free tea and free eof- conductor of the Executive press who has ever wealth, and mind, has been made to believe that some snper- 
tions;” but Smug- fee were more consistent with the previous pro- been treated so badly as he has. Instead of attack- ^ytrtie reUfriorr 0 thatH waatotaoome universal’ 0 ™ was 
economy which is fessions of the party, in my humble opinion. ing and denouncing me, the best thing he can do to saTe the pupation of the world from misery here, or, faii- 

whilst an Indian But the Union goes on to say, in regard to my is rather to pat me on the back, and express his ing here, from eternal.misery hereafter Nothing less than 
; mysteries of the remarks, that, “as they stand, they show the sub- sympathy with me as a companion in tribulation; 

he exchequer. stance of what he had to say in justification of his and the best thing I can do is to seek his company) e<b in deflancc of t j le end iess millions of opposing foots hourly 

hich he possesses course.” They show no suoh thing, as all who if this House shall ever treat me as badly as it had forcing themselves upon the attention of all, if they had not, 
t men,” is really heard me, and have read the Union’s report of them, treated Mr. Ritchie. I express no opinion as to through the errors of these superstitions, been made mentally 


Only abolish the one-hour rule, and know. _ 


In what we have said, we believe we have r 
transcended their opinions. Men of the ft 
States, stand by them, and cheer them in tin 
struggle! t Vt 


wondrous. Only abolish the one-hour rule, and know. how far this treatment was merited. When a man 

siderable I supply him with an adequate allowance of brandy- Again: “ Introducing his speech by a motion to undertakes to administer a flagellation to a citizen 

~ and-water, and he will address the House for three strike out of the civil appropriation bill the usual of Illinois, he may perhaps feel himself stronger 

days in succession, without being ever at a loss for provision for the compensation of tho President of than if he was attacking a man of the South, where 

a word. And it will not be all absolute nonsense, the United States.” What did the editor mean he is best known. That was not what he was 

Except when he takes a high rhetorical flight, and to convey by intraducing this reference? That I brought here for. He was brought here to do 


88 millions of opposing facts hourlj 
.e attention of all, if they hod not 
superstitions, been mode mentally 


1840, loaped entirely beyond that instrument, by 
enacting that the fruits of the full-grown revenue 
law of 1837 should be paid into the public treas¬ 
ury of the State.! Pennsylvania, New York, and 
Delaware, are the only three States of the Union 
that, in former times, were accused of assuming 
the tax power which belonged to the General Gov¬ 
ernment, but they never went to the length Mas¬ 
sachusetts has gone. The Phoenician Queen ex¬ 
cused herself for her severity against foreigners) 
on the ground that her kingdom was too young to 
resist the danger to be apprehended from their 
numbers. The excuse of the Massachusetts Queen 
for her severity to the alien, will be, because her 
State is too old to bear the burden of new-comers I 
It is proposed to show that the Massachusetts 


I. A purely and Strictly commercial regulation. 
1. A law laying imposts on imports; and 
!. Repugnant, therefore, to existing commercial 


is generally comprehensible. Stale, and common- Is this right? Is it fair? To gi 


place, and bombastic, ho always is, of 


ipposed to paying the President’s sa 


keep up, without ry ? Sir, he never cau make my constituents be- 


what Blair & Rives se 
the only man of his ta 
would consent to do. 


n of talk. Aged gossips sometimes explanation or reply, they would naturally 


Midsummer Night’s Dream. And OU all subjects he rejoi 
“Mr. Speaker!” “Mr. Speaker!” “Mr. .Speak- ness of speech. On the t< 
er!” is shouted simultaneously by fifty voices, of United States; on the bank 
all degrees of volume and sharpness, from the bawl on slavery; on the public 


or to the squeak of the. pigmy, whilst finances; on internal improven 
n beings leap with spasmodic energy treasury; on every question t 
eats, and, with necks and arms stretohed Congress, the honorable gentlei 


stop to take breath; Methodist preachers at camp- elude that a man n 
meetings have been known to boggle in the midst tiynjure me when 
of a three-hours harangue; a Webster or Calhoun this. The answer 
will occasionally stammer; but the “ Raw West- man, and asked hi 
ern Member” never stops ; or boggles, or stammers, this bill could arisi 
And on all subjects he rejoices in the same readi- making a motion 
ness of speech. On the foreign relations of the floor, and moved t 
United States; on the bank question ;iin the tariff; read, as every.on 
on slavery; on the public lands; on the public without regarding 


np. elude that a man must be hard pressed for matter 
dst tainjure me when he resorts to so small a game as 
,un this. The answer is easy. I went to the chair- 


„ _.7 -‘ ROBERT OWEN S REPLY. 

y one word in _■ 

naturally con- To the Editor 0 f the National Era: 
sed for matter j thank you for the courteous manner in which 
imallagame as you have reviewed, and the honesty with which 
t to the chair- you have stated your objections to, the plans which 
a debate upon i recommend for regenerating sooiety without vio- 
d any time, by i e nce or confusion, or the least injury to any— 


it Whigiparty of the country? out, in painfully cataleptic supplication, fifty hon- speak with the se 


i ; on the sub- what 
comes before Men 
is prepared to at sue 


lor, and moved to strike out all that had been 
ad, as every one knows is the usual custom, 
ithout regarding what it was. I did not know 
hat was in the item whioh I moved to strike out. 
^en must he sadly out of capital when they grasp 


out. I then took the nay) w jth substantial benefit to every one, what- ciples and plans wi 


:omparable fluency and«the What does this editor say next ? 


which will be put in issue in the next election. 

In that speech of rare eloquence, on the occupy 
tion of Portugal by British arms, Canning fore¬ 
told, in memorable words, that the next war in 
Europe would be “ a war not merely of contending 
armies, but of contending opinions.” It requires 


hand in the politics of our ow 
partialities and early prejudioi 
their influence. There is no 
whether of individual or of pi 


This we cannot answer. But, though wo cannot oruble members assail the eyes and ear* of the very same impregnable assurance. Nothing strikes a “He pi 
solve these questions, "we may vonture upon tho self-possessed gentleman, with exuberant paunch, strangeron our shores—an Englishman accustomed the Admi 
expression of some opinions as to the principles and legs so onormously long, who is at present to stammering public speakers, for instance—with coffqp in I 
which will be put in issue in the next eleotion. calmly surveying the socne from his elevated posi- more surprise than this inexhaustibility of tongue, tion that 
In that speech of rare eloquence, on the ocoupar tion in the centre of the magnificent hall. An Irish lawyer, a French philosopher, a Scottish linois pa; 

tion of Portugal by British arms, Canning fore- “The gentleman from-says the Speak- divine, are all mighty men of words; but none of of 1842.” 

told, in memorable words, that the next war in er, with provoking calmnoss; and, as if instanta- them cau hold a candle to our Western Goliath. This I 
Europe would bo “ a war not merely of contending neously struck of the palsy, forty-nine of the He is the only man whose discourses fully realize monstrati 
armies, but of contending opinions.” It requires shouters drop into their seats, some to resume the the pithy description of the philosophic prince of , But thi 
tittle forecast to discern suoh a strife as noar at frankingoftheirlasttwenty column speech; others, Denmark—“Words, words, words!” Nor, as we “to twad. 
hand in the politics of our own country. Personal with many inward curses, to dispose of that morn- have seen, is “ action” the sine qua non of true ora- about tax 
partialities and early prejudices of party are losing ing’s mail, liurdened, as usual, with the favors of tory, by any means wanting. Galvanism plays all to this, 
their influence. There is no name on either side, their too attentive constituents; and not a few to sorts of pranks with the muscles; but what is it. silliness 
whether of individual or of party, whioh is likely meditate a fresh incursion to tho cellars below, compared with the generous warmth of a “Raw cannot ge 
to become a sure talismau of success. And the old where a cunning old Connaught man refreshes the Western Member?” men and i 

watchwords of party all promise to be impotent thirsty souls of the members with the “best of In the walks of private life, our friend is a highly But wl 

in the earnestness of the approaching contest. No liquors, at three cents a glass.” entertaining animal, and largely contributes to the Appe 

man will be condemned beeauso he has borne the One honorable gentleman remains on his legs, interest of Washington sooiety, during the winter sectional 

namo of Federalist, Dcmoorat, or Whig. The for on him has the beneficent eye of the Speaker season. At his boarding house—a large establish- I need i 

single question will bo as to his present opinions ; rested. The “Raw Western Member’ is the for- m ent on the Avenue, kept by a maiden lady of there wai 
for the conflict will not be merely of contending tunntc man. He lias sought the floor on every oe- most majestic proportions, and a nose like a Phila- tionists u 
parties, but of “ contending opinions.” casion, since the hour of two o’clook P. M., on the delphia mob, threatening a conflagration—he is ™ an - }J 

The questions, which have entered into the Into second day of the session, when he endeavored, quitealion. To be sure, his manners at table are here. B 
elections, seem to have lost their hold upon the with patriotic zoal, to express his approbation of rather outre, but Miss Laura Augusta kindly re- compeUei 
people. Not that we suppose they are to slumber the “Message;” and now, after three weeks| per- gards them as only evincing a “charming eccen- °7 er I fo ' 
in entire neglect, but aro rather to he taken out severance, ho may well smile when he finds his un* tricity.” signate t 

of the absorbing vortex of party. It will bo Ob- wearied efforts rewarded. Our friend frequently escorts Miss Laura Au- nc y e 

served that they chiefly concern what may he call- Glorious moment in tho life of the “Raw West- gusta to the Capitol. On these occasions, he dresses Umo: 

cd the material interests of the country. But other ern Member!” And yet, with what marvellous -with characteristic taste. His coat is emphati- and privi 
questions are now crowding upon the attention of coolness he prepares himself for the effort to which C ally a “tight fit,” so Jennings very properly pro- I made 
tho people, which, while they involve pecuniary ho haB looked forward with unwavering hope, ever nounced it, and is adorned with enormous brass South. . 
considerations, touch highor and more important since he went to study law at the feet of the great, buttons, bearing the figure of a sportsman attend- willing ti 


ike out all that had bcen ever ran k 0 r station he may hold. My knowledge 
iws is the usual custom, 0 f t be influence of circumstances over human na- 
i it was. I did not know ture made me aware of the objections that would 
lich I moved to strike out. suggest themselves to a well-intentioned conscien- 
>f capital when they grasp tious mind, trained in the general latitude and 
longitude of Christendom, and the yet more looal- 
say next ? ized of tbe United States. 

w that several members of ]n like manlier, had my article been publish- 
opposed a tax on tea and ed ; n t bc latitudes and longitudes where the 
to make the foolish asser- tenets of Mahomed, or Vishnu, or Bramah, or 
mid make the State of II- Confucius, or Moses, &c., are forced into tho 
had paid under the tariff m ; nds 0 f jjy f r0 m earliest infancy and throughout 
life, the objections which would there be raised 
and I believe that I can de- CO ul d as easily be foreseen, and the exact source 
• of each pointed out; and in that case, as in the 

iditor says that I went on preS ent, I should equally pity and lament the mis- 


ii ly aid and support 
le and irresistible po 
i, expressed in since 


me impregnable assurance. Nothing "strikes a “ He proceeded to show that several members of | 
■angeron our shores—an Englishman accustomed the Administration had opposed a tax on te 
stammering public speakers, for instance—with coffqp in time of peace; to make the foolish 


BRIEF NOTICES OF CASES 


But this very astute editor says that I went on p res 
to twaddle in a style of very unusual silliness f orb 
>out taxing old women and old maida.” In reply bad 
this, all I have to say is, that there is still more beb( 
Illness in the “twaddle” that our Government i;„ b 


THE ALIEN STATE TAX CASE. 


in the carnostness of the approaching contest. No 
man will be condemned because he has borne the 
namo of Federalist, Demoorat, or Whig. The 
single question will bo as to his present opinions ; 
for tho conflict will not be merely of contending 
parties, but of “ contending opinions.” 


silliness in the “twaddle” that our Government ligbt and that all without the pale of their own T . v ..„ No .„.„ Cvrr nv 

men and e oldmafdr ith ° Ut reB ° rtlng to thC3e old wo " darkened latitude and longitude were afflicted with J A fafmS Lux or 

“ BuTwhat eLe did I do ? W Without the language of truth, either spoken or _ Mr. Choam, for the Plaintiff in Error 

“Appeal to the narrowest and meanest forms of bitten, neither the one nor the other deserves - . 0n 20 * h A P rll i 1837 > Legislature of 

sectional prejudice.” attention. I therefore address you in plain, Massachusetts made a law, providing that no alien 

I need not, 1 presume, tell this House, that if ever straightforward language, believing that it is the P ass “S er > comi “? ^ that Commonwealth by sea, 
there was a man who was assailed by the Aboli- wbo le truth you conscientiously desire to elicit. sll0ul 1 d be P er “i ltt . ed \ 0 . 1 . and untl . 1 , th ®. master of tb ® 
tionists with unusual fierceness and fury, I am that Y our four objections, then, are four direct errors vessel on board of which the said alien passenger 
man. I have fought them at home in order to get of latitude and longitude, as I will presently ex- ® hould be V s i aU „®°“ se ^ to P a y>, lato P ub J lc 
here. But here, I regret to say, that I have been p i a i n . The zeal, courage energy, and self-devo- treasury of the State, the sum of two dollars for 
compelled to fight their natural enemies as hard as tion, which you attribute to me, wishing that they the said alien passenger 

ever I fought the Abolitionists themselves. De- wer ’ dcTote d to promote the religion of our par- J b ® f^ter of a British vessel since the passage 
signate that appeal by what name you will, you tioulal . lafcitude a £ d longitude, are, so far as they of . tbat !^’ sailed from St ' J ° bn s ! l “ N™ Bruns- 
will never hear the last of it until every portion of belong to my character but tie natural and irre- wick with 19 passengers on board of his ship, and 
the Union gets its deserved share of the protection s i B tiible results of the superiority of the laws of was boarded, in accordance with the law, by the 
and privileges of this Government. God over those of mcn . The former alone have representative 0 f Massachusetts, at sea and m- 

I made no attacks either on the North or the permanently influenced my thoughts and conduct tormed tbat be ° 1 0uld not be al [°. wed to bnn S his 
South. All who heard me know that I have been through life, from a very early age. I was so or- 7., y , ase , to alegal end, nor land his passengers,un¬ 
willing to give to gentlemen of the South all that J at b j rtb and so circumstanced afterwards, * llbe should consent to P a y a dut y of thirty-eight 
I claimed for myself. All know that where slavery without merit or demerit on my part, that I was do “ ara , .. ,, . , , . 

actually exists I would not lift my hand to disturb, compelled to receive and act upon them. I cannot ma3ter P^.^R mone y’ b nt under protest, 

in the slightest degree, the constitutional rights of therefore justly deserve punishment or reward for a ”d brought an action to recover what he consid- 
the South. I have fought that battle again and 80 do ; ng . T hey were not of my choice; nature eredbad been unconstitntionally and illegally 


elections, seem to have lost their hold upon the 
people. Not that we suppose they aro to slumber 


of the absorbing vortex of party. It will be Ob- wearied < 
served that they chiefly concern what may be call- Glorioi 
ed the material interests of the country. But other ern Mem 
questions are now crowding upon the attention of coolness 1 
tho people, which, while they involve pecuniary he has lo< 
considerations, touch highor and more important since he i 


interests. These have their origin in slavery, and 
in tho duty of the free States to carry out, so far 
as they can under the Constitution and laws of 
the United States, the principles of the Declara¬ 
tion of Independence. Seventy-two years have 
now elapsed since onr fathers proclaimed, as the 
vital truth of our institutions, that “ all men are 
created free and equal.” For seventy-two years 
that truth has slept, neglected and dishonored. 
From its neglect has arisen many derangements 
in the body politic. It is certainly not unnatural 
that suoh should occur in a republic, when tho 


buttons, bearing the figure of a sportsman ai 


and Gamaliel of his State—tho celebrated Judge Smug- ed by his dog. A vest and neckcloth pi 


gins—and pronounced his first Fourth of July ora¬ 
tion, in the presence of the assembled beauty and 
intellect of Smugginsville! First having ejected 
the quid, whioh is followed by an alarming expec¬ 
toration, he rolls up the cuffs of his coat, and, pull¬ 
ing down his shirt sleeves, covers his horny digits 


richest combination, all the colors of the rain- 
>w, an immense breastpin, gtuds of gigantio mag- 
,tucle, and a guard-chain massive as a small chain 


treasury Of the State, the sum of two dollars for dustrial labor. A law fixing duties 


"omo. I- The Massachusetts law is a pure,-sheer, un- 
other, disguised, regulation of commerce, 
other It has been decided, that the building of a dam 
world across a, navigable stream is not a regulation of 
to liu- commerce.—2 Peters, p. 245. The same decision 
has been made respecting the building of a bridge 
tades across a navigable stream. The regulation of the 
•—the enjoyment of oyster beds has also been decided 
broth- not to be a regulation of commerce.—4 Wash., p. 
aims 371, Sanitary laws, inspection laws, laws respect- 
t suoii ing the deposit® of ballast, &c., have been univer¬ 
sally admitted not to be laws regulating commerce. 
i sum- But per contra , if a State makes an importer pay 
iisYbe a fee a 'mens® to sell imported goods, suoh 
iie’iess a regulation has been decided to be a regulation 
preju- of commeroe.—Brown’s case, 12 Wheaton, 
es and The law of Massachusetts goes out to sea, and 
sort in expressly prescribes terms and conditions on which 
le poiv- the intercourse of commerce and navigation shall 
r be mablta i ned ' witb Boston. Who shall say that 
such a law is not a regulation of commeroe? Sup- 
en. pose this law had said “ goods” instead of “ pas¬ 
sengers,” would any one then say that such a law 
would not bo a void law under the Constitution? 
Would not such a law be a clear regulation of 
commerce? Where is the difference between 
“goods” and “passengers,” so far as the destina- 
lTES. tion of tax is conoerned ? None. The revenue i-n 
both cases would go into the poor box of the State. 
Every feature of this law constitutes it a regula¬ 
tion of commerce of the strictest description. It has 
been conceded by every political school, that a law 
is a law for the regulation of commerce, whether 
it be purelyalawfortheraisingofrevenue,oralaw 
ex or for raising revenue and at the same time for influ¬ 
encing commerce or manufactures. But the pres¬ 
ent law is a revenue law only, and, therefore, an 
ire of unadulterated regulation of commerce, in the view 
alien of all dogmatists. The tariff of 1842 is a rcguln- 
y sea, tion of commerce, and so is the tariff of 1846. The 
of the ulterior purposes of tho commercial regulation 
enger does not affeot its" character, whether those pur- 
jublic poses be to limit or to extend the influences of in- 


etomtT wishine thatthev tbe said alien passenger. imports has always been regarded as a commercial 

._ tb . ’ i- z The master of a British vessel, since the passage regulation. It differs from a law laying an inter- 

aitude are so far as thev of that law, sailed from St. JohnQ in New Bruns- nal tax in its results. The latter is for raising 
but the natural and irre- Yfick, with. 19 passengers on board ofhis ship, and money only, and it does apt meddlfe with theinter- 
rauerioritv of the laws of waB boarded :accordance with the law, by the ests of the people, so as necessarily to change or 
The former alone have representative of Massachusetts, at sea, and in- affect the direction of the public industry. The 
j formed that he could not be allowed to bving his impost law does meddle with the commercial 

v earlv aee I was so or- v °y a K e to a legal end, nor land his passengers, un- interests of the people, and produces a direct ef- 

cii-mirn<itnriftcrl nfrnvwnriis" t5 l he should consent to pay a duty of thirty-eight feet upon commerce aud navigation. The raising 
^rit ZmHart tf aU was dollara of revenue b ? an im P ost law is not its onl y ob i ect ’ 

i j pminnt Tbe master paid the money, but under protest, Indeed, it may be regarded as only secondary to 

nnnislinipni- nr'Vewarr! fnr and brought an action to recover what ho consid- the influence which an impost law has upon com¬ 
mit nf lmri-tini™- nntnr-p ®red had been unconstitutionally and illegally merce and navigation, and which in truth becomes 
StLfJST wrested from him. The court below decided a primary result of such a law.-Federalist, vol.7, 

’ mmrntions of men a g a inst him, and he now appears in the court of p. 42; 9 Wheaton, p. 186; Southern Review, 1830. 
itotpfi to think rliffprpntlv last resort, to teat the constitutional quality of this A revenue law takes something from commeroe at 
m comnelled to believe anv law - every P^-deeply affects commerce. It is a 

Inwiitio., imol lotitnfioo The question now propounded for the decision commercial regulation, whether it produees regu- 
inloirv mv mod air is ne °f tb ' s court is one of the first magnitude, and has lar or unsteady effectB upon trade, 

t nriminl’oa L' never been before it in this precise form. Tho The supreme court of Massachusetts endeavors 

rtisapnf I havo snmht fnr question is, Whether to the General Government, to evade the argument that this is a revenue law, 
for more than half a can’ or to the Governments of the several States, the l>y contending that it was not intended to be a 
.. T 7 " Constitution has intrusted the power to say on revenue law, and because the money derived from 

s it pvitW to mr tw win* condition aliens shall land in those States; it is appropriated to internal expenditures. Now, 
Xr meet with dissent PV- and whether, if imposts are to be levied upon tho intention of the lawgiver is to be drawn from 
• utstmia aliens, the revenue derived therefrom shall be the ftce-efthe law itself; and an examination of its 

dbeen enabled to overcome P aid into the State treasuries, or into the public terms sufficiently shows that it is a revenue act. 
adWMummiwmWtreasury of the Union? . The argument derived from the use of the money 

rnorntTtruths These States are only known to the world by thus raised is equally weak; for suppose the State 

hln thp snmp’lntitndp nnd their General Government. In international law, of Massachusetts should issue letters of marquo 
dppfionswmild^ he received and in the exercise of the national hospitality, and reprisal, and devote the money raised from 
S frZwSS the General Government is alone responsible, that source to the improvement of agriculture, or 
The States themselves are irresponsible nonenti- any other object whatever, the appropriation of 
1 Wr thp W nfim-Mtim ties, in the language of the publicists. They have the revenue thus raised will not deprive the law 
piit'nn v 8 diverse interests. On this very question of im- authorizing letters of marque and reprisal of its 

s oniSon aro smmoried hv migration, the policy of Massachusetts is to dis- unconstitutional character. 

3 opinion ill B Buppui leu uy counte nance the introduction of aliens, while the If this law of Massachusetts required the master 
mecMsfill which attemnts inter e at of minois is to ^conrnge it. To which to pay two dollars per ton on goods instead of two 
of tbese Governments—the General Government, dollars on the head of each alien passenger, no man 
the Government of Massachusetts, or the Govern- could be found bold enough to deny that such a 
•1 ?piawSiT,? ment of Illinois—shall the power' he intrusted to law would be an unconstitutional law. Now, the 

>„ s R b nw” t S aski^this 3a y on what terms the foreigner shall land on the doctrine proclaimed in the Gibbs and Ogden case 
hP fiffpctPrlT’ This is the coasts of these United States? is, that,as commerce includes navigation, the power 

IV«W*W tbp avnrnantf K is time that this species of State Legislative to regulate commerce includes the power to regu- 
hnnnv unless the^ndivid enterprise—perhaps it may he called more prop- late navigation; and that, as navigation includes 

m hut to utter a truism" erly usurpation—should be arrested. For if Mas- the transportation of passengers as well as goods, 
6n»ls to hfipmue so i This’ sachusetts can make such laws as this one is, she the power to regulate commerce includes the pow- 
ipstinu nu this nn.rt of the is solutus —she can make any sort of laws, or to regulate the transportation of passengers. 

P 7 7 .W o v, La own If she can tax the foreigner arriving on her shores Under this view of the subject, which continuesto 
Krr^ h isrtwu i sol a tprl pfitirt q two dollars, she oan tax him twenty, two hundred, stand the test of time, this law imposing a duty 
motiiupea be „„„ b - bm J two thousand dollars. Ifshc can tax him two dollarB, per head upon alien passengers is as unconstitu- 
mstancra ne may do corn ghe can thr()W Mm baok to wander f oreve r on the tional as though it imposed a duty per ton upon 
> nf annirtv to ornate fnr all ocean. By this statute, the taxed alien passenger’s alien goods.—3 Cowen, p. 743; 11 Peters’s Milne 
amstances which itfs ini ba ?g a g” i* free, but slie can put such a tax upon case; 3 Story’s Gem, p. 500; 15 Peters, pp. 506- 
t What G tbe ansWCT to that baggage as to expel him from tho State. If 509. The power to regulate navigation is the 
■ ‘ „ j: she oan assess this tax of two dollars upon the power to regulate every known operation ofnavi- 

TfE rlriTM foreigner, we are reduced to a heptarchy—nay, gation; and who is there that denies that the trans- 
‘ worse than a heptarchy. We have now come to portation of passengers is not one of the known 

the solemnity of a last stand. Extremum hunc no- operations of navigation? Mankind have been 
I tfev have been born and 12 Wheaton, p. 439. transported in ships since the hour when the man 

Ireland under the govern- The question of power under such a law as_ this of two worlds sought refuge in the ark fromthe 


ests of the people, so as necessarily to change or 
affeot the direction of the public industry. The 
impost law does meddle with the commercial 
interests of the people, and produces a direct ef¬ 
fect upon commerce and navigation. The raising 
of revenue by an impost law is not its only object, 


ipanded a g« ia i hut, where freedom exists, all I ask is, that comp eiied 
■- ■ 'jjjjjj--'’-in. You of the South say to us, in re- - 


principlesoflibertyandjusticeare inactive. What 
is a republic, without liberty and justioe ? 

The institution of slavery, is felt to be a sin and 
a shame; and the good men of the free States are 
beginning to consider it among thoir highest obli- 


two years with a gracefully negligent drapery of somewli 
ishonored. suspioious linen. Then, throwing back his cc 
mgements collar and loosening his neckcloth, so as to disclc 
unnatural fully to view an enormous specimen of that car 
when tho laginous structure termed the poinum Adami, 


erny digits Member.” On his head, a broad-brimmed white lation to this whole subject of slavery, “Hands tbat i 


mind us of the fatal pippin, of which 


imewhat bat, with a narrow hand of crape, is jauntily set; 
his coat aIld be grasps in his right hand a walking-stick of 
disclose hipkory, cut at the Hermitage, and rivalling in its 
at carti- diameter the club on which Gabriel Ravel leans, 
dami, in a8 Hercules, in flesh-colored tights and powdered 
hich one -wig, in his “ Glimpses of the Vatican, at Rome.” 


Milton has furnished the best natural history. Altogether, our hero presents an admirably faith- 
our orator stretches forth his right hand, and f u l representation, in miniature, of one of those 


off!”—and you say well. I say to you, in yoi 
own words, in relation to territory now fre 
“ Hands off !”—and then I willsay well. For eve: 
craven heart that may falter from such attacks 
this, from those who have a personal interest 
the extension of slavery, and therefore in stiflii 
those appeals, millions of wronged freemen w 


that I was thus necessitated to think differently 
,r from those who have been compelled to believe any 
e> of the irrationalizing absurdities of local latitudes 
7 and longitudes. No apology, my good sir, is ne- 
58 cessary, for your dissent from my principles and 
ln plans. It is intelligent dissent I have sought for, 
)g wherever I have been, for more than half a cen- 
iB tury; though from the beginning, as I stated in 


abolition. Religion, humanity, and policy, all con¬ 
cur in enforcing this duty. It would be desirable, 
certainly, that a question, containing so many ele¬ 
ments of excitement, should be keptin.the smooth¬ 
est channels of discussion. But it has already 
mingled with the current of party; nor will it 
ever cease to mingle, as long as the pernicious 
fountain shall continue to flow. The fountain must 


thrusting the forefinger and thumb of the otf ( 
into his waistcoat pocket, as if in desperate pu: 
suit of a shilling, which might possibly have r 
treated there, breaks forth: 


fancy stores in Chatham street, where the desc 
ants of Abraham lie in wait for the verdant i 
dren ofmen. Arrived at the Capitol, onr fr 
treats Miss Laura Augusta to a glass of soda w; 


the high bird of liberty, to scream them my fire t published works, it was evident to 
he air. Tell the people, if you please, t b 03e principles could never meet with diss 


where the descend- through the air. Tell the people, if you please, 
r the verdant chil- that tbe Wilmot proviso has no place upon the 
Capitol onr friend three million bill, and then hurl your anathemas 
ulass of'soda water at me for telling them that it takes two-thirds to 


rom the prejudices of latitude and longitude; 
hat no one who had been enabled to overcome 
darkening and deadly influences would ever 


the stand in the vestibule of the House, where get it before the House in any other way, and that oppose universal, unchanging 
• •• • ■■• • i bas thus been made and denied. It?* 1 - •• • • • • " 


imbers regale themselves with ginger- tbe re qu( 


bread and boiled ham, at two pence a plate; ai 
then he gallants her to the gallery, pointing o 
with his hickory the “ greatest men in the U-nit 


in in the U-nited nation that, 


The efforts against slavery, whichhavc thus far and w#. 

been directed by individuals, or by party combina- Sty no lonsror echoed 
tions of comparatively small extent, have been the spirits of meu to i 
easily opposed by the united fSrco of slaveholders, the Tttrpeian roek, anc 
Their selfish interest in tho question is a principle raoc a ^^ rad tobe'do 
of union, stronger, wo are sorry to confess, thafi destinies of the imcic: 
any that has yet boon found among tho professors pull of midnight dark 
of freedom at the North. The slaveholders are 
united as one man against any discussion of the 0 nt the minds even of 
question, and doom to their displeasure all who Senators, whose strain 
in any way enter upon it. We repeat, it is from “Shook the arse: 

their union that they derive their peculiar influ- But, Mr. Speaker, we 
ence, which has not been inappropriately called £™2oua'lias been res’ 
the “ Slave Power.” of the whole universe, 

But the “ Slave Power,” not content with repel- thou come, and no fart 
ling the efforts of those who seek the abolition of xhevar* aotitl* 
Blavory, has undertaken measures of a peculiar the most respectable, i 
character, partly to gratify a natural selfishness, citizens of this eountr 
and partly to extend its sphere. Prominent, among 
these, is the annexation of Texas and the Mexican though burning cities 
war ; which latter is with the view of another an- conflagrations should 
nexation of Mexican territory. These two moas- British 6*8 

urcs will always stand badly eminent in our his- continents, mid a 
tory. They have introduced into our country shrink from beholding 
evils which it is impossible to measuro; they have of glory, yet I am wi 
aroused the Worst passions of men; they have tf® tapeuetrable and 
squandered money and lives, as a largess ; they plunge! I am ready, 
have filled sober citizens with the dishonest desire orator— 
for mor» territory, and with the intoxication of “Subtegminefagl.syl 
military success; they have diverted efforts aud or with Brutus, as ho 
thoughts from the precious and enduring labors of “Non equii 

peace, to the senseless and unproductive toils of Thus has our f: 


States,” on the floor below, ever and anon laugh- broken down th 
ing so loud as to draw on Miss Laura and himself States of this U 
the fixed gaze of the House, to the unmingled de- sto P it- 
light of that ingenuous young lady, who finds in But he says th 
her own brilliant eyes a ready excuse for the the river and har 
marked and repeated attention. Here is anothi 

The “ Raw Western Member” is well known at diriment against 
all the billiard saloons, and handles his cue with however, to kill o 
a great deal of skill. But his favorite game is that who stand promi 
known by the not very elegant, but sufficiently ex- candidates for tin 


r, if any body’s, that fans the em- 
tion, and lights that fire of indig- 
n its race after its originators, has 


; n But he says that I “ lugged into the discussion 
j le the river and harbor bill.” 

■ Here is another of the counts in this bill of in- 
a t diriment against me; intended quite as much, 
ith however, to kill off all the distinguished statesmen 
, a t who stand prominent in the Democratic party as 


war. All this has been done by the “Slave Power.” 

But beyond these active measures, which of them¬ 
selves should bring condemnation upon their au¬ 
thors. tho “SlavePower” is now discovered to be 
the secret influence , which, from the origin of our 
Government, has unduly controlled its affairs. We 


ils of Thus has our friend drawn blood of his subject. 


]y that the attention has been fastened upon it. 
Slaveholders have always commanded the lion’s 
share of the offices of the country, whether in the 
army or navy, or in civil life. The office of 
President has been filled for forty-six pears by 
slaveholders, while it has been occupied only 
twelve years by Northern men, and one of these 
was that unworthy adjunct of slaveholders, “ a 
Northern man with Southern principles.” This 
can be accounted for only by the spirit of union, 
the esprit da corps, which is the source of their 
strength. They have always been bound together, 
liko arrows in a quiver, while the men of the free 
States have been divided and scattered. But, 
strange to say, the real principle of this union 
was not observed by the free States. In the game 
of polities, the South has always won. It has play¬ 


ed with loaded dice—loaded witi 
South has been, like the automat 
always successful. Let the free 
move on the board, andtheSoutf h 


live Power.” He is now fairly into it. Warming with it; he is ab j e i 0 -j e of free 

ch of them- working himself up to a paroxysm of patriotic vio- ber » ; 8 no t to 

n their au- ience. and, fiercely beating the air, deals all around garded but with great interest, and even respect, 
vered to be him rurious buffets, as if in a struggle for life and as the representative of a remarkable generation 

gin of our death with unseen roes. Now, with thumbs thrust of men, who have wrought miracles in the wilder- 

flairs. We into the armlets of his waistcoat, and fingers spread nesses of this new world; amongst whose descend- 
nly recent- out like the rays from the head of John the Bap- ant8) b ; s shrewdness, enterprise, and love of free- 
d upon it. tint in a German wood-cut, the orator suddenly do m, will he perpetuated to latest times, whilst the 
the lion’s springs backward, and “pauses for a reply.” Now, coarseness,conceit, and ignorance, will wholly dis- 
ther in the levelling his head like a battering-ram, he shakes ap pear. beforethat intellectual and moral Progress, 
e office of his matted hair and rushes wildly forward, as if which is fast creating in the fail- valleys of the 
c years by he would core the Speaker on the spot. The per- Westi a oommlm it y of high refinement and Chris- 
ipied only spiration flows profusely from his brow; whilst the , t ; an civilization, in which human society, we doubt 
le of these saliva, flying m all directions, not less frothy, but „ ot wjll one day r60e ; v e its fullest development 
■olders, “a more persuasive than his words, wins him the foam- and the human mind its utmost expansion, 
tea.” This ing possession of a charmed circle, where his right 
t of union, to expectorate there is none to dispute! Now his expla!vati on 
ce of their voice sinks to a whisper, and, felicitating himself 
,d together, on the withering sarcasm of his manner, he hisses 
of the free his words through his teeth, and sticks out his In the beginning of the session, February 5, 
ired. But, tongue after them, in a grin which one of Danteis Wentworth made the following personal 
this union heroes might perhaps be able to master. Now his , , ,, , 

n the game shouts pierce the dome, and startle the dozing pHnntion, which we have been requested to ] 
t has play- ArguB, who, in the distant corridor, with true re- Mi: 
rery. The publican vigilance and virtue, guards the entrance Mr. Wentwo 
less-player, to the ladies’ gallery, and now owns the soothing a personal expla 
;es make a influence of his last bribe—a somnolent glass of Objections w 


f the in this game, with a score of blacklegs, storekeep- more I w 
er’s clerks, and broken down politicians, he may t bes( 
be seen almost every night at the table where the ™ e Jack! 
ime num bers are dealt, and he often comes off with am - Bu 
face treble his week’s pay in his pocket. The bullies tended st 
■halt of the establishment once tried to frighten our BtjS* I 
tion, bei , 0; but; ad b ; s rawncsS] be is brave as a Wd- " 
ings t lion, and is not to he assailed with impunity. On was Ter ! 
ntial this occasion, he ripped open the abdomen of one voted on 
iood tbe bu Bies, and gouged out the eye of the other, out tb 
a ni_ * n less time than the affair is related; and then coffee, 
rrifle quietly restoring his knife to his sleeve, bet “ a But n 
n j'« Mexican” on the next throw, as if nothing had “ to P ari 
j-Q® happened. House ai 

ouid Our hero will not be re-elected to Congress. He Au apos 

>atre has obtained a commission in one ofthe regiments of this? “ 
”!j* volunteers, and is destined to carry the blessings of Thomas 
refui pioneer Anglo-Saxon civilization into the border anc * °°M 
mi»u provinces of Mexico, or, mayhap, the vast regions Heaven 
i washed by the broad Pacific—the appropriate in- vocabula 
ull! ” strument for hewing out the foundations of another ocratic ] 
mighty empire of wealth, freedom, refinement, and and P obt 
intelligence. Coarse, conceited, and illiterate, yet At tbat 
ject. shrewd, enterprising, and inspired by an unquench- on the si 
10 is able love of freedom, the “Raw Western Mem- the head 


t-throat.” Absorbed for aU wbo kno1r my constituents know that the i m p 0r tant 


ians he may A11 these statesmen are committed as s 
le where the the Jackson doctrines of harbor improve 
aes off with am - But these men are to b» killed off 
The bullies tended stab at me. 

Tighten our But I “ lugged in” also “ the French 
is brave as a bill.” My allusion to the French spol 
punity. On w!iS yeT 7 6b g bt , merely to show that ■ 
imen of one voted on that were as much entitled t 
of the other out of the party as those who bolted up 


lents know that the i mp0 rtant question. To say that the aggregate 
pr shall I suit them, cannot be virtuous aud happy, unless the individ- 
itted as strongly to ua ] 8 composing it aro so, is but to utter a truism, 
ir improvements as I Biit, how are the individuals to become so? This, 
killed off by a pre- j re peat, is tho great question on this part of the 
subject. Is it by leaving each to form his own 
e French spoliation character for himself, by his own isolated efforts, 
ench spoliation hill am ; ds t. whatever circumstances he may bo born 
iow that those who under and be surrounded by afterwards ? Or is it 
entitled to be read by (j ie conjoined efforts of sooiety to create for all 
bolted upon tea and j be mos t favorable circumstances which it is in its 
united power to create? What is the answer to 
harge. I proceeded tb ; 6 question whioh is given by the present condi- 
my hour before the t ; on 0 f man a n the world over? If some portions 
From his own party.’ 0 f t be human family are better and happier than 
! Ah! who talks of others, do they not owe these advantages to the 
lch not that word, circumstances in which they have been born and 
have but one pray er, rea red? Look now at Ireland, under the govern- 
ou would pray high m ent of the most benevolent and civilized peoplo 
1 from the English j n t] ie 0 i d -world. Is there any chance of the indi- 
a crisis in the Dem- T i dua i Irish, of themselves, improving their char- 
high places faltered, ac ters? Or can they be improved except as they 


knife to his sleeve, bet “ a But now comes another charge. I proceeded -uis question which is given by the present condi- 
;t throw, as if nothing had “ to parade myself through my hour before the tion 0 f man a u the world over? If some portions 
House as at once an apostate from his own party.” of t i ve human family are better and happier than 
ire-eleotedto Congress. He Au apostate from his party! Ah! who talks of others, do they not owe these advantages to the 
lion in one of the regiments of tbi8 ’ “ An apostate!” Touch not that word, circumstances in which they have been born and 
ined to carry the blessings of Thomas Ritchie! Could you have but one prayer, rea red? Look now at Ireland, under the govern- 
civilization into the border and 00uld tbat be answered, you would pray high ment 0 f the most benevolent and civilized peoplo 
or, mayhap, the vast regions Heaven to expunge that word from the English in tbe 0 i d wor l d . I s there any chance of the indi- 
Paeifie—the appropriate in- vocabulary. There was once a crisis in the Dem- yi du al Irish, of themselves, improving their char- 
ut the foundations of another ocratic party when men in high places faltered, acters? Or can they be improved except as they 
1th, freedom, refinement, and and political treachery stalked throughout onr land, shall he beneficially acted upon by society ? Is 
conceited and illiterate, yet At tbat time one nf my colleagues and myself he tbere any reasonable hope, from the present dark- 
ind inspired by an unquench- on the stump as a candidate for Congress and I at ene d localized character everywhere formed for lms ,, 
the “ Raw Western Mom- tbe bead of a pablic press, both of us poor as pov- raan . that such helpless beings, while surrounded noveiry < 
espised. He cannot be re- erty, were battling against the Whigs and that by the mental imbecilities of their present lati ® u ,; t0Be: 

; interest, and even respect ma8s of political rottenness, the old Conservative tudeg and longitudes, can re-make themselves in- a ° 

of a remarkable generation P art y- Where was then Thomas Ritchie, the man diyidually, and thence re-make society to be what “rea um 
sight miracles in the wilder- who now sets himself up as the standard, the Pro- it might become for the happiness of all ? There 01 
-Id; amongst whose descend- crustes of Democracy ? Who then gave “ aid and j s no t the slightest chance that any such improve- ® au on , 
enterprise, and love of free- comfort to the enemy ?” Every Whig orator and ment in ; nd iyi du al charaoter oan occur while man “ a8Saca 
ted to latest times, whilst the every Whig newspaper, every bank president. ig raade a , be everywhere has been made, the ir- 
id ignorance will wholly dis- cashier, teller, stockholder, and debtor, was quot- rational animal of latitude and longitude, unable to see or to ^ ew X 0 
ellectnal and moral Progress, ing Thomas. Ritchie. My colleague lost his elec- 

; in tlie fair valleys of the tion by fifteen votes out of about forty thousand. tue _L the path direct to the universal wish,, namely, 

f high refinement and Chris- How much the Richmond Enquirer contributed excellence and happiness. The first step for the regeneration 

linliTiniivin snoiptv wprlrmht towards it, there is but one opinion in Our State, of the human race from this long cruel night of mental dark- 

eive its fullest development This man cannot touch my political integrity so “^,1^ 

its Utmost expansion. lon g as tbe Poll-books of the past arc preserv- of . a nioealities, and as openly to adopt universal prineiples- 

n ed, and I will let them speak as decidedly for the the unchangjng laws of God, which are in direct opposition to 


6 By those trained within the same latitude and 
>• longitude, your four objections would be received, 
>■ without thought or reflection, for true practical ar- 
8 guments ; while, in fact, they are mere surface im ■ 
ie aginations, that will not bear the test of investiga- 
10 tion and practical application. 

You say. and in this opinion are supported by 
n those now called practical men, “ that no scheme 
of reformation can he successful, which attempts 
1_ to elevate the individual chiefly or exclusively by 
■“ operating upon society. The only efficient mode of 
n changing the aggregate, is by ohanging the parts 
18 of which it is composed.” But how, I ask, is this 
5 i change of the parts to be effected ? This is the 


unconstitutional character. 

If this law of Massachusetts required the master 
to pay two dollars per ton on goods instead of two 
dollars on the head of each alien passenger, no man 
could be found bold enough to deny that suoh a 
law would be an unconstitutional law. Now, the 
doctrine proclaimed in the Gibbs and Ogden case 


It is time that this species of State Legislative to regulate commerce includes the power ti> regu- 
enterprise—perhaps it may be called more prop- late navigation; and that, as navigation includes 
erly usurpation—should be arrested. For if Mas- the transportation of passengers as well as goods, 
sachusetts can make such laws as this one is, she the power to regulate commerce includes thepow- 
ia legilms solutus —she can make any sort of laws, er to regulate the transportation of passengers. 
If she can tax the foreigner arriving on her shores Under this view of the subject, which continues to 
two dollars, she oan tax him twenty, two hundred, stand the test of time, this law imposing a duty 
two thousand dollars. Ifshc can tax him two dollarB, per head upon alien passengers is as unconstitu- 
she can throw him hack to wander forever on the tional as though it imposed a duty per ton upon 
ocean. By this statute, the taxed alien passenger’s alien goods.—3 Cowen, p. 743; 11 Peters’s Milne 
baggage is free, but she can put such a tax upon case; 2 Story’s Com., p. 000; 15 Peters, pp. 506- 
tfat baggage as to expel him from the State. If 009. The power to regulate navigation is the 
she can assess this tax of two dollars upon the power to regulate every known operation of navi- 
foreigner, we are reduced to a heptarchy—nay, gation; and who is there that denies that the trans¬ 
worse than a heptarchy. Wo have now come to portation of passengers is not one of the known 
the solemnity of a last stand. Extremum hunc no- operations of navigation? Mankind have been 
Aijj&c.—12 Wheaton, p. 439. transported in ships since the hour when the man 

The question of power under such a law as this of two worlds sought refuge in the ark from the 
has never before been settled. The point adjudi- deep waters. The transportation of human beings 
cated in the Mills case, in 11 Peters, p. 404, does in ships is one of the most familiar uses of ships, 
not touch tho present case. The first seotion of The power to regulate commerce, therefore, em- 
the Yew York passenger act simply requires the braces the power to say on what condition the liv- 
master of a vessel, with passengers on board, to ing cargo of ships shall land on the coasts of these 
report a list of those passengers. Note the diversity. States.—Laws United States, 1799, 1813, 1819. 
This New York law has not in it the enormous If Congress has power to regulate the admission 
novelty of the Massachusetts law. It does not go of goods, and not of aliens, into the country, it 


latter does. This Massachusetts act goes one bun- Not barbaric pearl or shining gold 


dred miles out to sea. It command^ the authori- The very frame and structure of our Government 
ties of every seacoast town in Massachusetts to demonstrate that it has power to regulate the 
call on pilots to board every vessel bound into terms on which the stranger shall be admitted into 
Massachusetts ports one hundred miles from the the country. In fits foreign intercourse, the Gen- 
harbor of Boston, and enforce its provisions. The eral Government is only known. Italoneisre- 
New York law allows the passenger to land—that sponsible for acts that concern foreign nations, 
of Massachusetts does not. The former meddles And what acts can concern foreign nations more 
with no passenger till he puts off that character, nearly than the laws which deal with the people 
and puts on that of oitizen. It does not stop the of foreign nations coming hither? _ If the States 
termination of tho voyage of the passenger ves- are to make distinctions in the admission of aliens, 
sel, cither commercially or legally. The New how easy to involve the General Government with 
law lays no tax, exacts none—requires no security foreign Governments on this delicate question! 
for pauper passengers. But the Massachusetts Shall the General Government, then, be responsi- 
aet is a bold revenue law—a rovenuc law in privis ble for acts over which it can have no power ? 
et naturaldms. But in 1789 there was an old and a new world 

The money collected under it is paid to the in North America. There were States then, as 
treasury of the State.—Session Laws, 1840, o, 96, now, that discountenanced or favored immigration; 
p . 242. and hence the Constitution gave the General Gov- 

It is not a pauper law. Its impartiality is shock- evnment supreme power to raise revenue and reg- 
ing. Should Guizot, tho shining light of France, lilate commerce, by which this alien admission 
visit us next year, to lecture before the Smitfso- question was placed beyond the capricious policy 
nian Institute, he could not land on the shores of of the separate States. 

Massachusetts unless he paid two dollars into the That the power to make pure and strict com- 
Massachusetts treasury. Should the British mercial regulations is exclusively vested in Con- 
Queen visit her possessions in British America, gressj which has supreme control over the subject, 
and take Boston in her way, the messenger of that [concluded on third pagii.] 


worth ' 1 1 I am to be read out of the Democratic party; but ^M°ca“ 1 Cma®le m trathfil, honest, ora ra- 

_ ' I shall not go out, [laughter;] and I shall esteem tionafbeiiig, or tyer lie made to think and act wisely, so as to 

if the session, February 5, Mr myself as most fortunate if 1 shall bo able so to become virtuous, ana attain excellence and happiness iucreas- 
the following personal ex- manage as to keep Ritchie in when the next elec- ln |'f t KSTtoe Uaited States and Mexico at this 
tion shall come on, lfthere shall bo a prospect that day . Can conduct be more irrational? It is the interest of 
i have been requested to pub- the loayes and fisbes win be on tbe other ^ parties to be cordially united, to assist each other in 

. . , , . . He has impeached my standing generally, and 

l rose and asked leave to make perhaps to such success that I could not impair his ficia i ly for a u | and , n obtaining the best Government for the 
:on. if I tried. At any rate, 1 have no desire to at- citizens of both republics—to unite their efforts in creating a 

made in many quarters, but tempt anything of the kind. Greater men, men genuine spiril of charity^ kMnes^ andforbeawoo^uis iort, 
Irawn; and Mr. W. then pro- who know him better than I do, have expressed ^, iEbl ^ring Powers, possessing by natnre such extraordinary 
as follows: their opinion. What said John Randolph ? What moans, natural and artificial—means which may soon be made, 


which deal with the people 
ming hither? If the States 
ms in the admission of aliens, 








